
 

Name: ______________________________________        Date: ___________________           
Grade 3     Lesson 10 

   
Use the article titled “Young Thomas Edison” by Michael Dooling on pages 359-381 of your 
student reader to answer the questions below.                                                                       
 
Directions 
   Read the article.  Then answer questions 1 and 2. 
 

1. What is the main idea of paragraphs 1 to 2 on page 362?  Use two details from the article to 
support your response. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Why does the author say, “soaked up” in paragraph 1 on page 371? Use two details from 

the article to support your response. 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 



 
 

Use the article titled “Young Thomas Edison “by Michael Dooling on pages 359-381 of your 
student reader to answer the question below.   
 
Directions 
Read the article.  Then answer question 3. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  What does the reader learn about the kind of person Thomas Edison was? How do 

Edison’s actions show the kind of person he was? Use details from the article to support 

your response. 

 

In your response be sure to  

 explain the kind of person Thomas Edison was  

 explain how Edison’s actions show what kind of person he was  

 use details from the article to support your response 

 



 
 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s)  

RI. 4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. 

W. 3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful in 
aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.  

 

Stem Used:  What is the main idea of paragraphs # to #?  Use two details from the article to 
support your response. 

       
p. 362 

 
 
 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
  The main idea of paragraphs 1 to 2 on page 362 was the importance of experimenting to 
“Young Al” Edison. Paragraph 1 talks about how he loved to experiment. At age nine, he turned 
his family’s cellar into a laboratory. He would mix chemicals using his Chemistry book. Paragraph 
2 is about how his mother encouraged Al to ask questions. He would ask questions like, “What is 
that?”  “Why does that happen?” and “How does it happen?”   
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  What is the main idea of paragraphs 1 to 2 on page 362?  Use two details from 
the article to support your response. 
  

  
 



 
 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s)  
RI. 3.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain- specific words and phrases in a 
text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 
W. 3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful in 
aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.  
 
Stem Used:  Why does the author say “{metaphor/simile/idiom}” in paragraph #? 
 
pp. 370-371 

 
Possible Exemplary Response:  

The author says “soaked up” in paragraph 1 on page 371 because he wants to emphasize 
that young Al was trying to learn as much as possible about telegraphy.  The third sentence in 
the paragraph says, “There was a lot to learn.” The next sentence says, “… he soaked up all the 
information he could about telegraphy.”   “Soak” is a verb that can mean when water or liquid 
makes a cloth completely wet, so “soak up” must be an idiom that means he wanted to absorb 
as much knowledge as he could. This makes sense, because the rest of the passage talks about 
how hard he tried and how determined he was.  
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why does the author say, “soaked up” in paragraph 1 on page 371?   Use two 
details from the article to support your response. 
 

 
  



 
 

Exemplary Response - 4 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s)  
RI. 3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, 
or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and 
cause/effect. 
W. 3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful in 
aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.  
 
Stem Used:  What does the reader learn about the kind of person [name] is?  How do 
[character]’s actions show the kind of person s/he is? Use details from the article to support your 
response.         
 
pp. 359-381 
 
Use the article titled “Young Thomas Edison” by Michael Dooling on pages 359-381 of your 
student reader to answer the question below.   
 
Directions 
Read the article.  Then answer question 3. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  What does the reader learn about the kind of person Thomas Edison was? How do 

Edison’s actions show the kind of person he was? Use details from the article to support 

your response. 

 

In your response be sure to  

 explain the kind of person Thomas Edison was  

 explain how Edison’s actions show what kind of person he was  

 use details from the article to support your response 

 



 
 

Possible Exemplary Response:  
 

In the story “Young Thomas Edison” by Michael Dooling the reader learns how 
determined Edison was to succeed as an inventor. 

Edison kept trying even though he faced many challenges in his life. For instance, he lost 
his hearing and his mother died.  He was also fired from one job for falling asleep because he 
worked so hard he was always tired. But still, he never quit.  

Edison’s actions show how determined he was. He set up a laboratory in his cellar and on 
a train and in a train station because he was determined to keep experimenting whenever he had 
a free minute.  He worked as a telegraph operator trying to learn as much as he could while he 
worked. For instance, he taught himself Morse Code. Even losing his job as a telegrapher or 
getting thrown off a train didn’t make him quit experimenting and learning more and more.   
Edison wouldn’t quit even when his experiments didn’t work. In the story it says, “Usually his 
experiments did not work - but he always kept trying.”  

Even though he was almost deaf and had lost his mother he continued to work on new 
inventions. In the end, Edison patented over 1000 inventions.  This shows how being a 
determined person like Edison can help you achieve your goals and be successful.  
   
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 4-point rubric 
 
 
 

 


