
Name: ______________________________________        Date: ___________________           
Grade 3     Lesson 8 
 
Use the story titled “The Harvest Birds” by Blanca Lopez de Mariscal on pages 279-297 in your 
student reader to answer the questions below.                                                                    
 
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer questions 1 and 2. 
 
1. What feeling does the author create in paragraphs 1 and 2 on page 289? Use two details 
from the story to support your response.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  
2. What is the theme of the story, “The Harvest Birds”?  How do events in the story help 
develop the theme?  Use two details from the story to support your answer. 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 



  
 

Use the story titled “The Harvest Birds” by Blanca Lopez de Mariscal on pages 279-297 in your 
student reader to answer the questions below.                                                                    
 
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer question 3. 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3.   What does the reader learn about the kind of person Juan is? How do Juan‘s actions 

show the kind of person he is? Use details from the story to support your response. 
 

In your response be sure to  

 explain what kind of person Juan is 

 explain what Juan does to show the kind of person he is 

 use details from the story to support your response 



  
 

 
Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s)  
RL. 4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. 
W. 3. 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to 
aiding in comprehension 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details 
 
Stem Used: What feeling does the author create in paragraphs # and #? Use two details from 

the story to support your response.    

pp. 288-289 
 
 
 
 

Possible Exemplary Response:  
     The author creates a feeling of hope in paragraphs 1 and 2 on page 288 and paragraph 1 on 
page 289.  Even though Juan didn’t have any money to buy seeds to plant, he asked the shop 
owner for some anyway. The shop owner told him to sweep the corn, bean, and squash seeds 
from the floor, feed his pigs, and then he could take some seeds for himself.  It gives the reader 
a feeling of hope because now Juan had something to work towards.  He had gotten land from 
the old man and now he had seeds to plant.  It also said that the Grajo was always with him to 
give him advice as he worked.  Therefore, the author created a feeling of hopefulness that Juan 
would succeed.   
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
● Other feelings with sufficient evidence provided 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. What feeling does the author create in paragraphs 1 and 2 on page 289? Use 

two details from the story to support your response.    

   
              



  
 

 
Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s)  
RL. 4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the 
text. 
W. 3. 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to 
aiding in comprehension 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details 
 

Stem Used:  What is the theme of [text]?  How do events in the story help develop the theme?  

Use two details from the story/article to support your response.  

 
pp. 278-297 

 
 
 

Possible Exemplary Response:  
 
    The theme of “The Harvest Birds” is to believe in yourself even though others may not.  
According to the text, Juan went to Don Tobias to borrow a little piece of his land.  Don burst out 
laughing and said, “You don’t know anything about making things grow.” Again, on page 286, 
many people laughed at Juan including the baker and the carpenter.  The blacksmith told him, 
“Don’t waste your time Juan.”  But, Juan didn’t listen to any of them.  He believed in himself and 
succeeded in the end by getting land from Grandpa Chon and growing crops. 
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
● Other themes with sufficient evidence provided  
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What is the theme of the story, “The Harvest Birds”?  How do events in the 
story help develop the theme?  Use two details from the story to support your 
answer. 
  



  
 

 
 

Exemplary Response - 4 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s)  
RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their 
actions contribute to the sequence of events. 

W. 3. 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to 
aiding in comprehension 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details 
 
Stem Used:  What does the reader learn about the kind of person [name] is? How do 

[character’s] actions show the kind of person s/he is? Use details from the story to support your 

response.        

pp. 280,281,284,285,293 
 
Use the story titled “The Harvest Birds” by Blanca Lopez de Mariscal on pages 279-297 in your 
student reader to answer the questions below.                                                                    
 
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer question 3. 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
     The reader learns that Juan Zanate is persistent. Throughout the entire story Juan does not 
give up on his dream of owning land.  The reader can tell what kind of person Juan is because he 
faces obstacles and continues to persevere. First, when his father dies, Juan’s brothers are given 
the land that his father owned, leaving Juan with nothing.  He is forced to work at the shops in 
town.  But, he does not give up on his dream of owning land.  Next, Juan goes to the wealthiest 
man in town, Don Tobias, to borrow a small piece of land.  However, Don laughs at Juan and turns 
him away.  Again, Juan does not give up.   Lastly, he reaches out to an old man, Grandpa Chon, 
and asks him for a piece of land.  He begs the old man, “Let me prove to you that I can be a good 
farmer and make things grow.”  The old man gives Juan the land to use and, as he promised, Juan 
produces a wonderful harvest.  In conclusion, Juan Zanate is persistent and refuses to give up on 
his dream of owning land.  

3.   What does the reader learn about the kind of person Juan is? How do Juan‘s actions 

show the kind of person he is? Use details from the story to support your response. 
 

In your response be sure to  

 explain what kind of person Juan is 

 explain what Juan does to show the kind of person he is 

 use details from the story to support your response 



  
 

 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 4-point rubric 
 
 
 


