
 

Grade 4  LESSON  1      “Because of Winn Dixie”  by Kate DiCamillo,  pp. 20-31 

STANDARD 
RL. 3.5 Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and 
stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections. 
RL.5.5  Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

Why is [section] important to the 
rest of the story? Gr. 3 (it 
introduces, gives, suggests) 
 
 
 
 
How does paragraph # connect 
to paragraph #? 

 Why is the introduction important to 
the rest of the story? 
 
 
 
 
 
How does paragraph 11 on p. 28 
connect to paragraph 3 on p.30?  

p. 22 
The introduction is important to the rest of the 
story because 
-It introduces the main character, Opal. 
-It states the problem of the story, Opal is new to 
Naomi, Florida, has no friends, and is feeling lonely. 
 
The essential question in this story is “How do 
friends help each other?” Miss Franny 
helps/supports Opal when Opal encounters 
Amanda. 
p.28  
-Amanda is stuck up, unfriendly, has a high opinion 
of herself, pinch faced and ignores Opal 
p.30 
-Miss Franny winks at Opal 
-shows they are friends/Ms. Franny likes Opal 
The paragraphs are also connected describing the 
moment Opal about to make her first friend only to 
be interrupted by Amanda, however, paragraph 3 
on page 30 indicates that Opal had indeed made a 
friend in Miss Franny. 
 
 



STANDARD 
RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 
text 
 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

How do these sentences develop 
the story overall? (they explain, 
show, suggest…) 
 
 

How do these sentences on p. 28 
develop the story overall?  “I imagine 
I’m the only one left from those days. I 
imagine I’m the only one that even 
recalls that bear. All my friends, 
everyone I knew when I was young, they 
are all dead and gone.” 

p. 28 
The sentences on page 28 develop the story overall 
by showing/explaining 
- that Miss Franny is lonely too, just like Opal. 
- why Miss Franny might have looked sad and old 
and wrinkled. 
 

STANDARD 
RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s 
thoughts, words, or actions). 
RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a 
character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

Which sentence describes how 
[character] feels about X? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Which sentence from the text describes 
how Miss Franny feels about Opal? 
 
Focus students on pages 28-30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

p. 28  
- After Opal suggests that they could all be friends, 
this sentence best describes how Miss Franny feels 
about Opal:  “Miss Franny smiled even bigger.  
‘Why that would be grand, “she said, “just grand.’” 
p. 30  
- “Certain ones,” said Miss Franny, “a select few.” 
And then she turned around and winked at me …” 
This sentence describes how much Miss Franny 
likes Opal because she allows Winn-Dixie to be in 
the library. 



 
What does paragraph X reveal 
about (character)? (see above) 

 
What does paragraph 1 on p. 24 reveal 
about Opal? 

Paragraph 1 on p. 24 reveals that Opal is a kind, 
empathetic, and understanding little girl.  She can 
see how frightened Miss Franny is and gently helps 
her to her feet.  When Miss Franny is embarrassed 
by her reaction, Opal is very understanding, 
recognizing that Miss Franny still had not gotten 
over the experience with the bear in the library. 

 

 

 


