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Use the article titled “My Librarian is a Camel” by Margriet Ruurs on pages 79-91 in your student 
reader to answer the questions below. 
                                                                 
Directions 
Read the article.  Then answer questions 1 and 2. 
 

1. What is the main idea of paragraphs 2 and 3 on page 81?  Use two details from the 
article to support your response.  

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________  
 

2. Why is the title important to the article? Use two details from the article to support 
your response. 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  
 

 
Use the article titled “My Librarian is a Camel” by Margriet Ruurs on pages 79-91 in your 
student reader to answer the question below. 
                                                                     
 
Directions 
   Read the article.  Then answer question 3. 

 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

3.  What is the author’s main purpose in writing the article, “My Librarian is a Camel”? 
How does the author communicate this to the reader? Use details from the article to 
support your response. 
 

In your response be sure to  

 explain the author’s main purpose for writing the article  
 explain how the author communicates the main purpose to the reader 

 use details from the article to support your response 
 



  
 

 
 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RI.4.2 
RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 
 
Stem Used: What is the main idea of paragraphs # to #?  Use two details from the story to 
support your response. 
 
p. 81 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 

 The main idea of paragraphs 2 and 3 on page 81 is that the children enjoy and look 

forward to getting books in the mail to read. The winter weather in the remote corner of Canada’s 

arctic forces kids (and adults) to remain indoors for most of the winter months.  According to the 

text, “On winter days, the sun does not come above the horizon, and when the thermometer 

reads minus 50 degrees, the children like to curl up with a good book by the woodstove.” 

However, having books provides them an opportunity to “read fantasy and action novels” 

unleashing their imaginations and filling the dark, cold days with excitement. Also, after returning 

their books “they’ll check the mail every day . . . until another big brown package arrives with 

new books to devour” in their far-away village in northern Canada.”  

Possible Details to Include: 

● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point  rubric 
 

1. What is the main idea of paragraphs 2 and 3 on page 81?  Use two details from the 
article to support your response.   

 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 

  



  
 

 
 

 
Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s) RI.4.4 
RI.5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain- specific words or phrases in a 
text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 
 
Stem Used: Why is the title important to the story? Use two details from the story/article to 
support your response.            
 
pp. 84-85  

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 

 The title “My Librarian is a Camel” is important to the story because it catches the 

attention of the reader by highlighting  one of the more interesting and unusual ways in which 

books are made available to children in remote parts of the world.   Climate, terrain and location 

requires using uncommon libraries to provide books “to children around the world.”  For 

example, in isolated villages in Kenya, due to impassable, sand-filled roads, camels are used to 

deliver books to young people who “are hungry for books.”  According to the text on pages 84 

and 85, “librarians use the most economical means of transportation—camels,” and “They can 

carry heavy loads and need little water in the heat of the desert.” Camels provide a cost-effective 

means to transport large amounts of books too difficult to reach areas that do not have libraries.  

 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point  rubric. 

2. Why is the title important to the article? Use two details from the article to support your 
response. 
 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 

              



  
 

 
 

Exemplary Response - 4 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RI.4.8, W.4.4 
 
RI.5.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, 
identifying which reasons and evidence support which point(s). 
W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience 
 
Stem Used:  What is the author’s main purpose in writing the article?  
     
pp. 80-91 
 
Use the article titled “My Librarian is a Camel” by Margriet Ruurs on pages 79-91 in your 
student reader to answer the questions below. 
                                                                
 
Directions 
   Read the article.  Then answer question 3. 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
 
Possible Exemplary Response: 

The purpose of the article “My Librarian is a Camel” is to inform readers how important 
books and libraries are to all people, especially kids, in every corner of the world. The author, 
Margriet Ruurs, uses examples from different countries to show that books are so important that 
people go to extreme lengths to share them.  Therefore, she introduces the reader to the many 
unique methods used in different parts of the world to get books to people in out of the way 
locations.  The text explains the challenges of getting the books delivered, picked up and re-
delivered.  For example, in the extreme north territories of Canada they use virtual libraries to 
access books via the internet or use email and phones to request books that are sent to their 

3.  What is the author’s main purpose in writing the article, “My Librarian is a Camel”? 
How do the examples the author uses support her purpose?  Use details from the article 
to support your response. 
 

In your response be sure to  

• explain the author’s main purpose for writing the article  

• explain how the author’s examples support this purpose 

• use details from the article to support your response 

 



  
 

community post office.  In Finland, on the islands of an archipelago, books are transported by 
boat. In the mountains of Thailand, elephants carry the library books up the slippery mountain 
sides to the small villages.  The author shows how, despite the challenges posed by geography, 
people are determined to get books into the hands of children and adults. 

 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 4-point rubric 

 


