
 

Grade 4 LESSON 3      “My Librarian is a Camel”  by Margriet Ruurs pp.78-91 

STANDARD  
RI.6.2  Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct 
from personal opinions or judgments. 
RI.6.2  Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct 
from personal opinions or judgments. 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

Which statement best describes 
the main idea of the section 
titled X? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the main idea of the 
article, “X”? 

Which sentence on pages 84-85 best 
describes the main idea of the section titled 
“Kenya”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the main idea of the article, “My 
Librarian is a Camel”? 

pp. 84-85  
Main idea of this section:  The unique physical 
features of the country of Kenya require 
exceptional methods to get books to people.  
 
The sentence that best describes the main idea 
of the section titled “Kenya” is, “because of the 
impassable roads due to the desert sands, 
people in nomadic villages of Kenya have 
camels as traveling libraries.”   
 
The main idea of the article “My Librarian is a 
Camel” is to inform the reader of the different 
and unique ways books are made available to 
people in different countries all over the world.  
Reading and writing is a necessary skill and 
having books to read is essential.  Getting books 
to communities in remote areas of the world 
takes a great deal of ingenuity. 
 
 
 
 
 



STANDARD  
RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem and solution) of events, ideas and 
concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 
RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or 
information in a text or part of a text. 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

How does the author organize 
this article? (by showing effects, 
comparing and contrasting, 
describing, events in sequence, 
presenting problem and 
solution…) 
 
 
 
 
How does paragraph # relate to 
paragraph #? 

How does the author organize this article? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does paragraph 1 on p. 84 relate to 
paragraph 2 on p. 86? 

pp.78-91 
- The author organizes this article by using 
problem and solution to explain the challenge of 
providing books (problem) and the way books 
are provided (solution) to people living in the 
most remote parts of the world. Each country 
must battle natural challenges and use different, 
creative ways to get books to tiny villages in 
every corner of their country. 
 
Paragraph 1 on p. 84 and paragraph 2 on p. 86 
are related because both show the similar 
physical features of the land and the reason for 
using camels to bring books to children in the 
most remote places of Africa and Asia.  
 
Africa - Camels are used to carry books to 
children in Kenya, “librarians use the most 
economical means of transportation—camels!”  
(p. 84 paragraph 1)  
 
Asia - Mongolia, “A horse-drawn wagon (as well 
as a camel) is used to carry books into the 
desert.”  (p. 86 paragraph 2) 
 



STANDARD:  
RI.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

Which lines provide the best 
evidence that X? 
 
 
 

Which lines provide the best evidence that 
books are important to the people of 
Mongolia? 
 

p. 86 
-“Very few people have telephones, television, 
or access to computers, but most people can 
read!”  
-“There is almost no illiteracy in this country.” 
After the children listen to stories and 
choose books, Mr. Dashdondog asks: “Which 
was sweeter: books or candies?” And the 
children always answer: “BOOKS!”  

 


