
 
 
 

Grade 4 LESSON 2 “My Brother Martin” by Christine King Farris, pp. 49-61 
STANDARD: 
RI.5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, 
or poem. 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
Paragraphs X and Y are 
connected because…(paragraph 
X confirms, shows, tells, 

describes…) 

How are paragraph 4 on p. 55 and 
paragraph 1 on p. 56 connected? 

- pp. 55-56 
Paragraph 4 on page 55 and paragraph 1 on 
page 56 are connected because they show for 
the first time the author’s realization that her 
parents could no longer shield them from the 
cruelty and injustice of discrimination. The 
author realizes this after the neighbors across 
the street would not play with her brothers 
because they were Negroes. 

STANDARD: 
RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text. 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
Which statement best reflects a 
theme of the story? 

Which statement best reflects a theme of 
“My Brother Martin”? 

- p. 53 
The statement that best reflects a theme of 
“My Brother Martin” is “I’m sure he could have 
become as good a musician as our mother had 
his life not called him down a different path. 
But that’s just what his life did.” 
Christine, Martin and Alfred’s childhood 
experiences and the lessons learned from their 
daddy influenced their future lives and who and 
what they would become. Christine shares with 
the reader, who and what Martin became, one 



 
  

 
What is the theme of “My Brother Martin”? 

of the most famous civil rights leader of all 
time. 

 
see above 

STANDARD: 
RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s 
thoughts, words, or actions). 
RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the 
sequence of events. 
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
Which sentence best describes 
how [character] feels about x? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How did the character’s actions 
show how s/he felt about Y? (see 
above) 

Which sentence best describes how 
Christine feels about her daddy? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How did Christine’s actions show how she 
felt about her daddy? 

- p.58 
“These stories were as nourishing as the food 
that was set before us”... this sentence best 
describes how Christine feels about her daddy. 
She feels admiration for what he has 
experienced and how the influence of his 
stories and preaching has nourished her mind, 
body and soul and providing her and her 
brothers with the strength to overcome 
discrimination. 

 
 
see above 

 


