
 

Grade 6 LESSON  1       “The School Story”  by Andrew Clements,  pp. 21-31 
STANDARD 
RL.3.5 Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and 
stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections. 
RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
Why is [section] important to the 
story? (it introduces, gives, 
suggests 
 
 
 
 
How do lines # and # help to 
develop a central idea of “X”? 

Why is the introduction important to the 
story? 
 
 
 
 
 
How do lines 4 and 5 in paragraph 2 p. 26, 
help to  develop a central  idea of “The 
School Story”? 

- The introduction is important to the rest of the 
story because it introduces the main characters 
and the aliases they use to carry out their plan. 
If this information is not given in the 
introduction the reader would not be able to 
make sense of all the characters in the story. 
 
- Lines 4 and 5 in paragraph 2 on p. 26 help to 
develop the idea that Natalie  will have an 
opportunity to have her manuscript published. 
“All of a sudden her mom wasn’t just her mom. 
She was her editor.  Hannah Nelson would be 
the first person to read “The Cheater” in a 
professional way.”  These lines indicate that the 
plan that Natalie and Zoe put in place to get 
Natalie’s manuscript in the hands of an editor at 
a publishing company could actually happen. 

STANDARD 
RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or 
change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 
RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or 
change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
What do lines X and Y mostly What do paragraphs 3 and 4 on page 23 - Paragraphs 3 and 4 on p. 23  show that Letha 



show about [character]? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does X affect [character]’s 
Y? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mostly show about Letha? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do the events  that take place on 
Saturday affect when Hannah might be able 
to read Natalie’s manuscript? 

is a demanding boss. 
-p.23 paragraph 3 
 And at that moment, Letha walked in.  She 
stepped across the space carefully and leaned 
over to look at Hannah’s computer screen.” 
-p.23 paragraph 4 
“Have you double-checked all those 
revisions, Hannah”?...we can’t get out of here 
until it’s released.” 
Letha sounds like she is all business, she doesn’t 
even notice or address Natalie’s presence.  The 
work is all that matters. 
 
 
- p. 26 
Saturday is a very busy day of grocery shopping, 
laundry, cleaning the loft  and dinner.  Natalie 
notices her mother has fallen asleep in the 
living room.  With only one day left in the 
weekend, Natalie fears her mom may  not have 
an opportunity  to read Natalie’s manuscript. 
 

STANDARD 
RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RL.5.5 Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and 
stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections. 
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
What conclusion is best 
supported by lines X through Y? 
 
 
 

What conclusion is best supported by lines 1 
through 12 on page 29? 
 
 
 

- You can conclude from lines 1 through 12 that 
Natalie feels guilty about giving her mom the 
manuscript that she wrote.  
-p.29 “I feel like the girl in my book. I feel like 
I’m a cheater too.” 



 
 
 
 
 
How does paragraph # relate to 
paragraph #? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
How does paragraph 7 on p. 23 relate to 
paragraph 3 on p. 24? 

-p.29 “‘And here’s my story, and it’s all the way 
up at the head of the line. It just doesn’t feel 
fair.’” 
 
 
- Paragraph 7 on p. 23 describes how Letha is 
“tricked” into knowing a publishing agency that 
doesn’t exist.  “Sherry Clutch . . . oh, yes, I 
believe I’ve heard of her. She’s supposed to be 
very bright.”  
- In paragraph 3 on p. 24, Natalie realizes that 
Letha orders Hannah to read the manuscript 
over the weekend, believing in the fictitious 
agency  “.The editorial director of Shipley Junior 
Books had just pretended that she knew all 
about the Sherry Clutch Literary Agency. And 
then she had ordered her best editor to read a 
novel written by a twelve-year-old.” 

 


