
 

Grade 6 LESSON  2      “Knots in My Yo-Yo String”  by Jerry Spinelli,  pp. 51-61 
STANDARD 
RL.6.5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, 
chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 
RL.6.5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, 
chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
The section titled X relates to the 
section title Y by - (by providing 
evidence, providing an example, 
introducing, describing…) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do lines # and # contribute 
to the development of a key idea 
in the article “X”? 

In the story  “Knots in My YoYo” how does 
the poem written by the main character 
relate to the present day section of Jerry 
Spinelli’s story? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do lines 1-3 on p. 54 contribute to the 
development of the story  “Knots in My 
Yo-Yo String”? 

pp. 54-55 
The poem “Goal to Go” relates to the story 
because it provides an example of Spinelli’s first 
writings. Jerry Spinelli is asked if being a kid 
helped him to write his novels and he begins to 
answer the question telling the audience about 
the poem he wrote.  When this poem was 
published in the paper it helped Spinelli to 
realize that he wanted to be a writer. 
 
  
 
This dramatic showdown between these 
cross-town rivals so impacted Jerry Spinelli that 
he could not erase the final minutes of the 
game from his head.  It is not until he can put 
the events in writing in a poem that he can cope 
with the emotions o f the game. The poem is 
the beginning of his  writing career. 
  
 

STANDARD 
RL.6.1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence 
when writing of speaking conclusions drawn from the text. 



 
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
Which lines of the poem best 
demonstrate X? 
 
 
 

Which lines of the poem best demonstrate 
how the author describes the force and 
strength of the player? 

- p.55 verses 3-4  
“His legs were jet-propelled,  
But when the dust had cleared the fight,  
The Eagle line had held.” 
 
 
 
 

STANDARD 
RL.6.5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, 
chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 
6.5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, 
chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
What is the main reason the 
author includes [section]? (to 
show, describe, explain…) 
 
 
 
 
 
How do lines # and # contribute 
to the development of a key idea 
in the article “X”? 

What is the main reason the author includes 
the excerpt about the chicken bones on pg. 
59? 
 
 
 
 
 
How do lines 7-14 on p. 58 contribute to the 
development of the key idea that having 
children helped the author’s writing in 
“Knots in My Yo-Yo String”? 
 

- pp.58-60   The author included this excerpt to 
show how he took his childhood experiences 
and converted them into short stories and 
poems.  On p. 58, Jerry Spinelli has a realization 
…”when it suddenly occurred to me that there 
was a more interesting point of view 
here—namely, the kid’s.” 
 
-Lines 7-14 on p. 58 show how Jerry Spinelli 
gets the idea for a new story after one of his 
children steals his lunch.  That incident 
influences his decision to write his stories  from 
the child’s point of view. He wouldn’t have 
thought of the story without the inspiration of 
his children and his own childhood. 



 

 

 


