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Use the article titled “Making of a Book” by Karen Rothbart on pages 79 through 89 in your 
student reader to answer the following questions.    
                                                                    
Directions  
   Read the article.  Then answer questions 1 and 2. 
 

1. What is the central idea of “Making of a Book”? Use two details from the article to 
support your response.  

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________  
 

2. What is the author’s point of view about the printing press in “Making of a Book?”  Use 
two details from the article to support your response. 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
Use the article titled “Making of a Book” by Karen Rothbart on pages 79 through 89 and the 
encyclopedia article titled “History of the Book” on pages 94 through 96 in your student reader 
to answer the question below. 
 
Directions 
   Read the articles.  Then answer question 3. 

 

3. Both “Making of a Book” and “History of the Book” describe the evolution of the book 
making process.  How are the descriptions different?  Why is the history of bookmaking 
important?  Use details from both articles to support your response. 
 
In your response be sure to 
● explain how the history of a bookmaking is described differently in both texts 
● explain why the history of bookmaking is important  
● use details from both articles to support your response 

 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 



  
 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RI.6.2, W.6.1 
RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a 
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
 
Stem Used:  What is a central idea of [passage]?  Use two details from the story / article to 
support your response.  
 
pp. 79-89 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
 A central idea of “Making a Book” is the progression of the bookmaking process. The practice 
of making books has been around since ancient times in Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece and Rome 
when writings were first captured and preserved on clay tablets, papyrus and parchment.   The first 
major breakthrough was the printing press, allowing for the mass production of books.  Printing 
methods continued to improve, and the advent of electronic e-books also furthered the process.  The 
process of producing books will continue as the author states “in the future there could be even 
more ways to publish books.”  
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric 
 
 

 
 
 

1. What is a central idea of “Making of a Book”?  Use two details from the article to support 
your response. 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

              



  
 

 
Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s) RI.6.6, W.6.1 
RI.6.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed 
in the text. 
W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
 
Stem Used:  What is the author’s point of view about X in [passage]? Use two details from the 
story to support your response. 
        
pp.  79-89  

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
 
        The author’s description of the printing press and the included illustration indicate that the 
author feels the printing press was the most significant invention to influence book making.  Before 
the invention of the printing press, the author explains that “creating a book was a painstaking 
process because each book had to be handwritten by scribes.” With the invention of the printing 
press millions of books were able to be printed. Additionally, with the printing press, a printer could 
print one page over and over before resetting the letters to create another page. This was a much 
quicker process than handwriting books.  
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric. 
 

 
 

2. What is the author’s point of view about the printing press in “Making of a Book?”  Use two 
details from the article to support your response. 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

              



  
 

 
Exemplary Response - 4 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s) RI.6.9, W.6.2, W.6.4 
RI.6.9 Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a 
memoir written by and a biography on the same person) 
W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
Stem Used:  Both “X” and “Y” describe Z.  How are the descriptions different?  Why was Z 

important to/for…? 

         
pp. 79-89, pp. 94-96 
 
Use the article titled “Making of a Book” by Karen Rothbart on pages 79 through 89 and the 
encyclopedia article titled “History of the Book” on pages 94 through 96 in your student reader 
to answer the question below. 
 
Directions 
   Read the articles.  Then answer question 3. 

 

3. Both “Making of a Book” and “History of the Book” describe the evolution of the book 
making process.  How are the descriptions different?  Why is the history of bookmaking 
important?  Use details from both articles to support your response. 
 
In your response be sure to 
● explain how the history of a bookmaking is described differently in both texts 
● explain why the history of bookmaking is important  
● use details from both articles to support your response 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
   
 The texts “Making of a Book” and “History of a Book” both explain how the process of 
making a book has changed from ancient times to modern day.  However, each text presents this 
information differently. 
 “Making of a Book” is an informational text made of chapters. The chapters focus on the 
many people involved in the bookmaking process and the roles they play from the beginning of 
a book to the point when it is distributed to bookstores, libraries and schools.  This includes 
publishers, authors, agents, editors, and marketing staff. 
 “History of a Book” is an informational text that uses a timeline to present information in 



  
 

sequential order.  The information focuses mostly on major innovations to book publishing, 
starting with changes to printing processes over time. It begins with ancient times and how books 
were created on clay tablets and papyrus scrolls. The printing press was a major innovation, 
printing entire pages at one time making mass book production possible.  Publishing of books 
continued to evolve to include audiobooks and eBooks. 

 The reader learns from both readings that getting information in writing was considered 

both important and necessary from the beginning of recorded time.  The importance of the 

changing process of bookmaking is that books and information are available to more people.  As 

is stated, “With the invention of the printing press, printers could meet the public’s demand for 

books.”   Furthermore, as book production continues to evolve, even more people will have 

access to books as they become available electronically, and on the internet. “In the future, there 

could be even more ways to publish books.”  It seems the possibilities to publish and make books 

available to all is endless. 

  
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 4-point rubric 
 
 
 


