
Name: ______________________________________        Date:___________________           
Grade 6     Lesson 5 

 
Use the article titled “The Meyers Family” by Leonard S. Marcus on pages 137-145 in your 
student reader to answer the questions below.   
                                                                    
 
Directions  
   Read the story.  Then answer questions 1 and 2. 
 

1. Read this sentence from lines 1 to 2 in paragraph 2 on page 138 of “The Meyers Family.” 
“Classmates looked at me,” Christopher Myers recalled, “as if I had three heads.” 
 
What does the phrase “looked at me as if I had three heads” mean?   Use two details 
from the story to support your response. 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________  
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 

2. What is the central theme of the story “The Meyers Family”?  

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 



 

 
 
Use the article titled “The Meyers Family” by Leonard S. Marcus on pages 137-145 and the 
selection titled “Sound Check” by Joel Mallery on pages 150-152 in your student reader to answer 
the question below. 
 
Directions 
   Read the stories.  Then answer question 3. 

 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

3. Both “The Meyers Family” and “Sound Check” describe families working toward a 

common goal.  How are the descriptions different?  Why was working together important 

to both families? 

 

In your response be sure to  

• explain how the descriptions of each family working together are different 

• explain why working together was important to both families 

• use details from both stories to support your response 



 

____________________________________________ 
 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.6.4, W.6.9 
RI.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings. 
 
W.6.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 
 
Stem Used:  Read this sentence from lines # to # of “X”.  What does the phrase “Y” mean?  Use 
two details from the article to support your response.     
 
pp. 137-145 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
 The phrase “looked at me as if I had three heads” means that Christopher was seen as 
very different from his classmates; he stood out. Christopher was able to read at the age of four 
so he started school early, this made him two years younger than his classmates. His parents 
were also different races, making it difficult for him to identify with black kids or white kids.   
  
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric. 
 
 
 

1. Read this sentence from lines 1 to 2 in paragraph 2 on page 138 of “The Meyers Family.” 
“Classmates looked at me,” Christopher Myers recalled, “as if I had three heads.” 
 
What does the phrase “looked at me as if I had three heads” mean?   Use two details 
from the story to support your response. 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

              



 

 
Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.6.2, W.6.1 
RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments 
 
W.6.1 
Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
 
 
Stem Used:  What is the central theme of “X”?  Use two details from the story to support your 
response.       
 
pp.  137-145 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
 A central theme of the biography “The Myers Family” is that by working together you can 
achieve great things.   There are examples throughout the text describing how Walter Meyers 
involved his family in all aspects of his work writing books.  For example, his son, Christopher, 
would read aloud ten pages that his father had just written with the expectation that both 
Christopher and his mother would provide feedback.  Often, Christopher and his mother would 
be at libraries conducting research for Walter’s books.  On page 141, the theme is reinforced 
when Christopher, again working with his dad, has the honor of illustrating two of Walter’s books 
while still in college. 
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric. 

2. What is the central theme of the biography “The Meyers Family”?   Use two details from the 
story to support your response. 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
_______________________ 

              



 

 
 
 

Exemplary Response - 4 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RI.6.9, W.6.2, W.6.4 
W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
 
W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
Stem Used:  Both “X” and “Y” describe Z. How are the descriptions different? Why was Z 

important to/for…? Use details from both articles to support your response. 

         
pp. 137-145 and pp. 150-152 
 
Use the article titled “The Meyers Family” by Leonard S. Marcus on pages 137-145 and the 
selection titled “Sound Check” by Joel Mallery on pages 150-152 in your student reader to 
answer the question below.   
 
Directions 
   Read the stories.  Then answer question 3. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  Both “The Meyers Family” and “Sound Check” describe families working toward a 

common goal.  How are the descriptions different?  Why was working together important 

to both families? 

 

In your response be sure to  

• explain how the descriptions of each family working together are different 

• explain why working together was important to both families 

• use details from both stories to support your response 

 
 



 

 
 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
   
 The biography “The Myers Family” and the text “Sound Check” describe two families 
working together to accomplish a common goal.  “The Myers Family” is a true account of Walter 
Dean Myer’s life as a writer and spans a few decades.  The text “Sound Check” is a fictional play 
that takes place one afternoon on a single day. 
 “The Myers Family” is a biographical narrative of Walter’s time as an author and how he 
involved his family in the writing of his books.  For example, when writing, after every ten pages 
he would have both his wife and son, Christopher, provide feedback.  In addition, Christopher 
and his mother would go to the library to research topics for Walter’s books.  The author explains, 
"What Christopher most wanted, however, was to draw the pictures for his father’s books.”  When 
Christopher was in college he was finally able to illustrate books for his father.  It was important 
for the Meyers’ family to work together to instill in Christopher a strong work ethic and to 
cultivate his talents into a successful career.  “The Meyers Family” is a biography, a true account 
of how Walter’s influence through his entire writing career both inspired, encouraged and drove 
Christopher from the time he was in day care, through college and into adulthood.   
 “Sound Check” is a fiction text.  The characters are Elisa, her brother, and sister.  As the 
three siblings get ready to perform a concert for their middle school, they work together to set 
up the sound systems. Alisa reads directions as Anna and Manny plug in the equipment step by 
step.  When they do the sound check, there is no sound.  Fortunately their parents, both in the 
music business, arrive for the concert and are able to help their kids to get the sound working. 
Due to the combined efforts of the family, the Santos Band is ready to perform for the middle 
school.  Working together as a family was important because if they did not, the show couldn’t 
go on. “Sound Check” is a fictional account of a family working together in one day in time to 
ensure a successful outcome.  
 In both readings families came together to help each other be successful. The Myers 
family published many books together and Elisa’s family helped her perform at her school. 
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 4-point rubric 
 
 
 


