
 
Grade 6  LESSON  5      “The Myers Family”  by Leonard S. Marcus,  pp. 137-145 
STANDARD 
RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
RL.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal 
opinions or judgments. 
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
What can the reader infer from 
paragraphs X through Y? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do lines # through # help to 
develop a central idea of “X”? 
 

What can the reader infer from paragraphs 
2 through 5 on page 140? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do lines 1 through 8 on p. 140 help to 
develop a central idea of “The Myers 
Family”? 

- The reader can infer that Christopher’s parents worked 
hard and wanted to include Christopher in many aspects of 
their work. 
p.140 “’My father would write ten pages a day. When he 
was done, he would come down and have me read it out 
loud so that my mother and he could talk about it.’” 
 p. 140 “As a teenager, Christopher accompanied his 
mother to the library to help research Walter’s books.” 
 
Walter wanted Christopher to learn that you can’t believe 
everything you hear or read and that “education didn’t 
necessarily happen in school”  
- Christopher’s father, Walter, marked corrections in his 
school books, showing him that books can be wrong.  
-“Books did not come from on high, people wrote them, 
and that there was work for me to do.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STANDARD 
RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
Which detail from the story best 
shows why [character A] is 
important to [character B]? 

Which detail on p. 139 best shows why 
Christopher is important to Walter? 
 

It is implied in the story that it is important that Walter 
expose Christopher to a literacy rich environment  
- p. 139 “’We talked, very often solving the world’s 
problems. I enjoyed his company.’” 
- p. 139 “father and son took the train into Manhattan and  
headed for their ‘Golden Triangle’—their three favorite 
bookstores,  
including one called Forbidden Planet—from which they 
always returned with armloads of books.”  

STANDARD 
RL.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development 
of the theme, setting, or plot. 
RL. 6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
The author most likely includes 
this description of X to -- 
(emphasize, demonstrate, 
provide) 
 
How do lines # and # contribute 
to the development of a key idea 
in the article “X”? 

Why did the author most likely include the 
description of the alien story Walter told 
Christopher about Brussels sprouts on p. 
139? 
 
How do lines 6 through 9 on p. 144 
contribute to the idea that Christopher’s 
work makes Walter’s work better? 

- The author included this story about aliens and Brussels 
sprouts to emphasize Walter’s point that you can’t believe 
everything you hear and read. 
 
Walter thinks he has gained more from Christopher than 
Christopher has gained from him. 
-”But with Christopher’s constant push toward innovation, 
I feel refreshed.” 
- “If I’d known you were going to do something that good,” 
he told his son, “I would have written it better.”  

 

 


