
 

Grade 6 LESSON  7      “Do Knot Enter”  by Ivars Peterson and Nancy Henderson,  pp. 196-205 

STANDARD 
L.6.5a Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. 
RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to 
the development of the ideas 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

In line #, what does the simile 
“X” help the reader to 
understand about Y? 
 
 
 
 
 
How do lines # and # contribute 
to the development of a key idea 
in the article “X”? 

On page 205, paragraph 2, what does the 
simile “DNA strands sit like microscopic 
spaghetti” help the reader to understand 
about DNA? 
 
 
 
 
How do lines 13 and 14 on p. 204 contribute 
to the development of a key idea in the 
article “Do Knot Enter”? 

“Heaps of DNA strands sit like microscopic 
spaghetti inside plant and animal cells.” 
 
The author most likely includes this simile to 
give the reader a mental picture of DNA, which 
is both tiny (microscopic) and looped/curled like 
cooked spaghetti.     
 
Lines 13 and 14 say that mathematicians were 
inspired by Lord Kelvin’s theories and began to 
study knots as a way of explaining or 
understanding different scientific occurrences.  
This connects to a key idea in the article that 
knots can be very useful.  
 
 

STANDARD 
RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct 
from personal opinions and judgments.  
 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

Which statement best describes 
the main idea of the section 

Which statement best describes the main 
idea of the section titled “Knots in Your 

- p. 205 Scientists are using the mathematical 
study of knots to help understand DNA 



titled “X”?  Body”?  

STANDARD 
RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the 
development of the ideas  
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

What is the author’s main 
purpose in writing the article? 
(encourage, demonstrate, 
convince, show) 
 
 
 

What is the author’s main purpose in 
writing “Do Knot Enter”?  

-The author’s main purpose is to demonstrate 
the relationship between knots, mathematics 
and science.  
- The author’s main purpose is to show how 
useful knots can be, how math can help you 
solve problems in everyday life 

 


