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Theme 1 – Colonies to Constitution
Key People
Thomas Paine – Wrote, “Common Sense,” in 1776. This book urged the American Colonists to declare their
independence from the British. He called the idea of declaring independence, Common Sense!!
John Locke – was an Enlightenment writer. His writings on government stressed the idea of rights for the
average person and overthrowing a government if it’s not working FOR the people. His writings greatly
influenced the ideas found in the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution.
James Madison – One of the key authors of the “Federalist Papers.” Madison helped to persuade the
American colonists to support the ratification of the Constitution.
John Zenger – Zenger was a newspaper writer in New York during the colonial era. He was arrested and tried
for criticizing the English Government. He won his trial because his lawyer successfully argued that writing
truthful things is not illegal. This case helped influence the farmers of the constitution in regards to Freedom of
the Press.
Key Theme/Event
Early Geography – The first colonists settled along the Atlantic Coast. The 13 colonies were located on the
Atlantic Coast (East Coast). The southern colonies developed a different lifestyle/economy than the northern
colonies because of the weather. The south became an agriculture based economy with slaves while the North
became a more industrialized economy.
Democracy starts early – The Pilgrims got off the Mayflower and immediately agreed to a set of rules and
laws, known as the Mayflower Compact. In Virginia, the colonists created the House of Burgess which was an
elected body who made decisions for the colony. Overall, both the Mayflower Compact and House of Burgess
are example of early colonial forms of democracy.
Proclamation of 1763 – The British made this Proclamation (law) in 1763 for two reasons: To prevent the
American colonists from expanding west of the Appalachian Mountains and to prevent future issues between
the Colonists and the Native Americans. This Proclamation further angered the already upset American
Colonists.
Declaration of Independence – July 1776 – in this document the American Colonists told the British they
wanted their Independence and would no longer be their colony. The Declaration was heavily influenced by
Enlightenment writers such as John Locke and Voltaire. The key principles of the Declaration were natural
rights for people and consent of the people for the leaders to make decisions.

for the Americans colonists.
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The three main causes were: 1. Colonial Declaration of Independence, 2. Unfair Taxation and 3. Lack of rights
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American Revolution – The American Revolution was fought between the British and the American Colonists.

Shay’s Rebellion – (1786) A farmer, Daniel Shay led a rebellion against paying taxes. The rebellion showed
the early Americans that our first form of government, the Articles of Confederation, were too weak to last.
Articles of Confederation – The United States’ first form of Government was called the Articles of
Confederation. There were many problems with the Articles, which is why they were soon replaced by the
Constitution. Two of the main problems were: 1. the central gov’t had little power, 2. there was no American
military.
Constitution is written – The founding fathers got together and wrote the “new” government for the United
States. This was done at the Constitutional Convention. The Constitution set up a gov’t with branches, key
rights (Bill of Rights) and gave people the right to vote.
Great Compromise – In order to get the constitution approved, there needed to be compromises. The
biggest compromise was called the Great Compromise. The Compromise did a few things: 1. Settled the issue
over the Legislative branch: Small States (NJ Plan) wanted equal representation while the large states (VA
Plan) wanted representation based upon how many people lived in the state (population). The compromise
created a two house legislature (bi-cameral) whereas one part of the legislative branch would be based on
population (House of Representatives) and the other would have 2 per state (Senate).
3/5 Compromise - The southern economy relied upon slavery as did their population. Therefore, the
southern states demanded that slaves count when the census is taken to determine how many people lived in
the states. Many Northerners objected to this since slaves were not able to vote. In this compromise, the
founding fathers agreed that 5 slaves would count for 3 people.
Federalist Papers – written by many different federalists. The purpose of the papers was to persuade the
American public to push for the ratification of the Constitution.
3 Branches of Government –
1. Executive – President – Enforce laws; Commander in Chief (head of military), can Veto (cancel) laws.
2. Legislative – Congress – Create Laws; Makes Annual Budget, Can impeach President.
3. Judicial – Supreme Court – Interprets the Constitution; Had the ability to determine if a law passed by
Congress or any other law making body is Constitutionally permissible.
Key Vocabulary
French and Indian War – fought between colonies of Great Britain and colonies of France in North America
(1754 – 1763)

materials back to Britain to be made into finished products (like hats) and then the products would be sent back
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cotton) made in the Americas had to be sold to British merchants. The merchants then would send the raw
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Mercantilism – British colonial policy towards the American colonies. Based on this policy, raw materials (like

to the American colonies for the colonists to purchase (at high prices). In addition, this policy also made it
illegal for the Colonists to buy any good other than what the British made available.
Northwest Ordinance – One of the positive parts of the Articles of Confederation was the Northwest
Ordinance. This Ordinance created a process by which new states would be added to the United States. The
Northwest Ordinance was maintained after the constitution was ratified.
Constitutional Convention – Convention where the founding father met, debated and eventually created the
Constitution of the United States.
Constitution – The supreme law of the United States. It sets up the National Government.
Federalist – Person who supported a strong federal gov’t.
Anti – Federalist – Person who supported a weaker central gov’t. They wanted the state governments to
have more power.
Elastic Clause – Clause in the Constitution that allows Congress to make any and all laws it deems necessary
and proper. This clause allows the Constitution to be changed as time went on.
Federalism – The balance of power between the Federal Gov’t and State/Local Gov’ts.
Constitutional Amendments – An Amendment is a change to the Constitution. In order to amend the
Constitution, 2/3 must vote yes in the Senate, 2/3 must votes yes in the House of Representatives and ¾ of the
States must vote yes.
Checks and Balances – A central part of the Constitution is that each of the 3 branches of Gov’t can help
check on each other thus ensuring that no one branch gets too powerful.
Democracy – System of Government where citizens vote on issues and/or elect officials.
Electoral College – System designed for electing the President. Unlike traditional elections, a Presidential
election is not determined by who gets the most votes. Instead, each state has an electoral value (2+Number
of House Representatives) and the winning candidate must get the majority of the electors. The majority
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needed is now 270.
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Label this bad boy!!

Appalachian Mountains, 13 Colonies, Mississippi River, Atlantic Ocean, Great Lakes,
Proclamation of 1763 Line, Rocky Mountains and Pacific Ocean

Practice Multiple Choice Questions:
1. The Proclamation of 1763 was intended to
(1) allow American farmers to use the Mississippi River
(2) outlaw slavery in the Ohio River valley
(3) prevent France from expanding into the Great Lakes region
(4) avoid conflicts with Native American Indians west of the Appalachian Mountains
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2. Which two key principles of government are included in the Declaration of Independence?
(1) majority rule and minority rights
(2) universal suffrage and judicial independence
(3) direct democracy and equality for women
(4) consent of the governed and natural rights
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3. What was the primary objection of the Antifederalists to ratification of the Constitution?
(1) They opposed a bicameral legislature.
(2) They believed the rights of the people were not protected.
(3) They feared a weak central government.
(4) They wanted to give more power to the executive branch.
4. Which major issue was debated at the Constitutional Convention in 1787 and contributed
directly to the start of the Civil War?
(1) regulation of interstate commerce
(2) setting of qualifications for federal office holders
(3) length of presidential term of office
(4) balance of power between the states and the national government
5. During the 1790s, one way Congress applied the elastic clause was by
(1) establishing a national bank
(2) creating a national postal system
(3) adding Vermont and Kentucky as states
(4) approving the Jay Treaty with Great Britain
6. The primary purpose of the Federalist Papers was to
(1) justify the American Revolution to the colonists
(2) promote the continuation of British rule
(3) encourage ratification of the United States Constitution
(4) support the election of George Washington as president
7. The primary purpose of the Articles of Confederation was to
(1) provide revenues for the national government
(2) establish the basic framework of the national government
(3) give the national government the power to regulate interstate commerce
(4) guarantee a bill of rights to protect citizens from the national government
8. The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 established a model for later settlement by providing for the
(1) legal expansion of slavery
(2) creation of national parks
(3) distribution of free land to war veterans
(4) process for territories to become states
9. Which statement most accurately describes federalism?
(1) The judicial branch of government has more power than the other two branches.
(2) The president and vice president divide executive power.
(3) Power is divided between the national government and the states.
(4) Power is shared between the two houses of Congress.
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10. The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 established a model for later settlement by providing for the
(1) legal expansion of slavery
(2) creation of national parks
(3) distribution of free land to war veterans
(4) process for territories to become states
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11. The Mayflower Compact and the Virginia House of Burgesses are most closely associated with
(1) abuses by absolute monarchs
(2) establishment of religious toleration
(3) steps toward colonial self-government
(4) adoption of universal suffrage
12. In which area did good harbors, abundant forests, rocky soil, and a short growing season most
influence the colonial economy?
(1) Southern colonies
(2) Middle Atlantic region
(3) Northwest Territory
(4) New England colonies
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13. Which factor most influenced the economic development of the colonial South?
(1) plentiful forests
(2) warm and wet growing seasons
(3) rich deposits of iron ore and coal
(4) abundant water power for manufacturing
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Theme 2 – George Washington to Monroe Doctrine
Key People/Supreme Court Cases
Alexander Hamilton – One of the founding fathers. He was a cabinet member of Washington serving as the
Secretary of the Treasury. He convinced President Washington to create a national bank and to pay off war
debts.
James Monroe – 5th President of the United States. His most famous action was the Monroe Doctrine. The
doctrine stated that any attempt by European nations to colonize land in North or South America would be viewed
as an act of aggression and would result in US intervention.
Marbury v Madison – In this Supreme Court case(1803) the court ruled that the Supreme Court had the
authority to decide if laws were constitutional or not. Thus, the Court established the power of “judicial review”
for itself.
McCulloch v Maryland – In this Supreme Court Case (1819) the court ruled that a national bank was
constitutional.
John Marshall – Marshall was the Justice of the Supreme Court from 1801 – 1835. Key decisions during his
term, include: Marbury v Madison and McCulloch v. Maryland. Overall, his court gave the Federal Gov’t more
power.
Thomas Jefferson – One of the founding fathers. He was a cabinet member of George Washington, serving as
his Secretary of State and was elected the 3rd President. His most famous action was buying the Louisiana
Territory from the French in 1803. This purchase doubled the size of the United States and gave the US control
of the Mississippi River.
Key Events/Theme
Creation of the national Bank – In 1791 Alexander Hamilton convinced George Washington to establish a
national bank. Initially, the main reasons for the bank were regulating a single currency for the nation and paying
off war debts.
George Washington Sets precedents – As the first President, everything he did was never done before. Many
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important precedents Washington set were: 1. 2 terms in office and 2. Hiring Cabinet members.
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important decisions he made would end up setting precedents (trends) for future Presidents. Two of the most
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Political Parties form- Political parties are not part of the Constitution. So why did they form? They formed
because leaders had different opinions about how to run the United States and eventually the leaders decided to
choose sides and work together. These “sides” quickly become known as political parties.
Louisiana Purchase – In 1803, President Jefferson completed a transaction with Napoleon from France and
purchased bunch of territory. President Jefferson was happy to make this purchase for several reasons: 1. It
doubled the size of the US

2. It gave the US control of the Mississippi River

3. It helped the US with it’ goal

of expanding 4. It gave the US control of an important port city, New Orleans.
War of 1812 – In 1811 and 1812, the British decided to test the toughness of the United States and did things
like sunk their ships or forced our sailors to join the British Navy. As a result of these and other actions, the
United States decided to go to war with Great Britain. The war was won by the US after about two years. One
key impact of the war was that it helped further establish how strong the US was.
Monroe Doctrine – President James Monroe’s issued his famous Doctrine in 1823. One of the main reasons he
did so was he felt it was important for the world to know that the United States was interested in expanding and
that we did not want any threats to our security within our hemisphere. One of the impacts of the Monroe
Doctrine was that it convinced other nations to stay out of the Western hemisphere. Eventually, this would make
it easier for the US to expand and to take colonies.
Key Vocabulary
Precedent – An earlier event or action that is considered an example or guide for similar situations that occur
later. (President’s Cabinet, Supreme Court Decisions)
Interpret – to give or to provide the meaning of something. The Supreme Court interprets the Constitution.
Strict-Constructionist – A person who favors an intention of the Constitution strictly, in other words, if the
Constitution does not say it, then it should not be done. Thomas Jefferson was a strict-constructionist until he
decided to make the Louisiana Purchase. (Purchases of course are not in the Constitution) Due to this decision,
many people considered Jefferson a hypocrite.
Loose – Constructionist – A person who favors a loose interpretation of the Constitution. For example, the
Constitution does not say anything about the President having a Cabinet to advise him. A loose constructionist

11

would say it’s ok for him to do since he needs to do his job the best he/she can.
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Practice Multiple Choice Questions
1. Which presidential action is an example of the use of the unwritten constitution?
(1) signing a law passed by Congress
(2) calling a meeting of the cabinet
(3) ordering the navy to patrol the Persian Gulf
(4) nominating a federal court judge
2. How did Alexander Hamilton’s financial plan affect the economy of the United States during
the 1790s?
(1) National tax revenues decreased.
(2) High tariffs increased foreign trade.
(3) Treasury policies contributed to widespread inflation.
(4) The newly created Bank of the United States helped stabilize the economy
3. The importance of the Supreme Court’s ruling in Marbury v. Madison (1803) is that the Court
(1) decided on the legality of state taxation of federal property
(2) allowed for the influence of political parties in the passage of laws
(3) refused to expand federal power over interstate trade
(4) established the power of judicial review of federal laws

4. Which document was issued primarily to prevent European nations from future colonization in
Latin America?
(1) Jay Treaty (1795)
(2) Alien and Sedition Acts (1798)
(3) Embargo Act (1807)
(4) Monroe Doctrine (1823)
5. The Lewis and Clark expedition (1803–1806) was important because it
(1) determined the route of the first transcontinental railroad
(2) opened an all-water route to the Gulf of Mexico
(3) removed the British threat from the Northwest Territory
(4) increased understanding of the area included in the Louisiana Purchase
6. Which action of President Thomas Jefferson was in conflict with his belief in a strict interpretation
of the Constitution?
(1) protesting the impressment of United States sailors
(2) purchasing the Louisiana Territory from France
(3) pardoning violators of the Alien and Sedition Acts
(4) using the United States Navy to subdue the Barbary pirates
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8. A major purpose of the president’s cabinet is to
(1) offer advice on important issues
(2) nominate ambassadors
(3) conduct impeachment trials
(4) regulate the amount of money in circulation
US History: 2016
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7. One result of the purchase of the Louisiana Territory (1803) was that the United States
(1) acquired California from Spain
(2) gained control of the port of New Orleans
(3) ended border conflicts with British Canada
(4) annexed Florida

Venne & Ricci

9. Under the leadership of Chief Justice John Marshall (1801–1835), the Supreme Court expanded the
influence of the national government by
(1) forcing states to grant relief from personal debt
(2) authorizing the president to use troops without congressional approval
(3) ending the importation of enslaved Africans
(4) strengthening federal powers over interstate commerce and banking
10. The decision in Marbury v. Madison (1803) was significant because it established that the Supreme
Court
(1) had limited powers over state courts
(2) had the power to choose its own members
(3) could declare a federal law unconstitutional
(4) could impeach the president and other government officials
11. In his Farewell Address, President George Washington advised the nation to avoid permanent
alliances because he believed that the United States
(1) would risk its security by involvement in European affairs
(2) had no need for the products or markets of Europe
(3) possessed military power superior to any European nation
(4) needed to limit European immigration
12. The establishment of the president’s cabinet as part of the United States government was the result
of a
(1) law passed by Congress
(2) constitutional amendment
(3) precedent started by George Washington
(4) ruling of the United States Supreme Court
13. Since the late 1700s, the Mississippi River has been a vital waterway because it
(1) divided the northern territories from the southern territories
(2) allowed American farmers direct access to Canadian markets
(3) connected the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean
(4) provided farmers and merchants an outlet to the Gulf of Mexico
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14. The Louisiana Purchase (1803) was a foreign policy success for the United States primarily because
it
(1) secured full control of Florida from Spain
(2) ended French control of the Mississippi River
(3) ended British occupation of forts on American soil
(4) eliminated Russian influence in North America
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Theme 3 – Andrew Jackson – Civil War - Reconstruction
Key People/Supreme Court Cases
Andrew Jackson – 7th President of the United States. Most known for the spoils system and the Indian
Removal Act.
Abraham Lincoln – 16th President. Most known for being the Commander in Chief during the Civil War.
Andrew Johnson - 17th President, took over or Lincoln after his assassination. Johnson had the task of
reconstructing the nation after the Civil War. Johnson and Congress did not agree or get along and as a result,
Congress impeached Johnson. He was not removed from office.
Harriet Beecher Stowe – Famous author who wrote, “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” in 1852. The book helped expose
the terrible way slaves were treated. One result of this book was that it further enflamed (made mad) people
who were against slavery.
Dred Scott v. Sanford – In 1857, the Supreme Court ruled that slaves had no rights and were actually
nothing more than property. This decision even further enflamed the people who were against slavery
(abolitionists).
Key Theme/Events
Building of the Erie Canal – The Erie canal was completed in 1825. The canal was built to move goods
across the great lakes. The canal connected the Great Lakes to the Hudson River which was connected to the
Atlantic Ocean. One of the impacts of the Erie Canal was that it made it cheaper and faster to ship goods from
New York to other states.
Indian Removal Act – President Jackson wanted the population of the United States to spread out, westward.
Since the US bought the Louisiana Area, he figured it would be easy. However, many Native American tribes
were scattered throughout the Louisiana Territory. To overcome this issues, Jackson convinced Congress to
pass the Indian Removal Act, which forced the Native Americans to move off the land the US wanted to settle
and onto reservations. There were many impact of this law. 1. Many Native Americans were killed and/or forced

the Louisiana Purchase and with the idea of Manifest Destiny in the back of most Americans minds, the US
starts to move west. Here are the key things that happened in regards to westward expansion:
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Westward Expansion – For the United States to look like it does today, it had to expand. A few years after
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to move from their homes 2. The United States began to shift more population to the west.



Louisiana Purchase – (1803) We already covered this



Mexican – American War (1846 to 1848) – After the Texas Annexation, we fought a war with Mexico
over more land as Mexico was mad that we annexed the area of Texas, in the end, we beat Mexico and
gain more territory.



Homestead Act (1862) – Offered 160 acres of land to any settler who moved to the Great Plains so long
as they lived there for at least five years.



Transcontinental Railroad – By the end of the 1850’s, railroads were stretching across most of the
United States. This helped make expansion easier.

Slavery and Westward Expansion – As the US expanded, the most controversial issue was whether or not
the new territories, when they became states, would allow slavery or not. During expansion, there were many
compromised passed to address the issue of slavery. Here are the key ones:


Missouri Compromise (1819) – The deal stated that Missouri would be a slave state and Maine would be
a free one, maintaining an even balance of slave states/free states in the US. In addition, the
Compromise drew a line through the Louisiana Purchase creating a large slave free zone in case of
future settlement.



Kansas-Nebraska Act – (1854) Allowed people in Kansas and Nebraska to vote on whether or not they
wanted slavery in the new state. Revoked the Missouri Compromise.

Primary Causes of the Civil War – 1. Northern dislike for slavery 2. Southern desire to maintain slavery 3.
Dispute between Northern and Southern leaders over who had the right to make certain decisions 4. Dred
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Scott v Sanford and Uncle Tom’s Cabin
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Goals of the Civil War – Lincoln’s Primary goal was to bring the nation back together. Another important
goals for Lincoln was to end slavery.
Impact of the Civil War – 1. Many people were killed during the war 2. Slavery would be ended
13th Amendment – This Amendment to the Constitution banned Slavery in the United States.
Reconstruction after the Civil War – (1865-1877) After the Civil War, there was a debate on how to put the
nation back together. Here’s the key plans put forth:


Lincoln’s Plan – let the former Confederate states back in quickly with little punishment



Radical Republicans – keep the military in the former confederate states until Congress was satisfied
there would be no more attempts to overthrow the US Gov’t. They also wanted punishment of former
military leaders, troops and leaders of the Confederacy.



President Andrew Johnson – wanted to follow most of Lincoln’s plan. He ends up in a big fight with the
Radicals who controlled Congress. The impeach him but he’s not removed from office.



The Radical Republicans win out and get everything listed above plus they force all former Confederate
States to ratify the 13th and 14th Amendments.

Key Vocab
Spoils System – Created by Andrew Jackson after he became President. President Jackson rewarded his
supporters from his campaign with government jobs, even if they were not qualified.
Abolitionists – people who were against slavery and wanted it abolished (ended)
Succession – This means to leave something. The Civil War truly started once the Confederate succeeded
from the Union (United States)
Confederacy – name for the Southern States who left the Union to form their own nation.
Union – Name for the United States during the Civil War.
Emancipation Proclamation – Issued by President Lincoln. In it, he freed all the slaves in the Confederate
War was not over, many Confederates were extra angry over the fact that Lincoln was acting like the Union had
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won the war.

16

states. He did not free the slaves in the states few states that did not join the Confederacy. Considering the
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Sharecropping – After the Civil War this system was developed for former slaves. It provided the former
slaves with a percentage of the planation’s crop in return for the year round work of the former slave. This
system is considered a failure because it greatly limited the ability of former slaves to improve their economic
and political status.
14th Amendment – This Amendment granted citizenship to all persons born or naturalized in the US, including
former slaves. The initial goal of this amendment was to guarantee that former slaves would be given the same
rights as all other Americans.
15th Amendment – The Amendment granted all male citizens in the US the right to vote. The initial goal of
this Amendment was to make sure all former male claves were able to vote.
Jim Crow Laws – Laws passed primarily in the south with an intent to keep African Americans from enjoying
the freedoms and rights granted to them by the 14th and 15th Amendments.
Literacy Test – An example of a Jim Crow Law. The purpose of this test was to mandate that a person can
read before they vote. This prevented most former slaves from voting since most of them were not educated.
Grandfather Clauses – Another example of a Jim Crow Law. This law made it impossible for someone to vote
if their grandfather had not voted. This prevented many former slaves from voting since obviously their
grandfather was not allowed to vote.

Practice Questions
1. In his first inaugural address, President Abraham Lincoln stated his main goal for the nation was
to
(1) use the vote to resolve the conflict over slavery
(2) free all slaves in the United States
(3) uphold the Dred Scott decision
(4) preserve the Union
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2. Between 1800 and 1830, the National Road and the Erie Canal were built to connect which
regions?
(1) Atlantic Coast and Midwest
(2) South and New England
(3) Pacific Coast and Gulf Coast
(4) Great Plains and Rocky Mountains
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3. Which title best completes the partial outline below?

I. __________________________________
A. California Gold Rush (1849)
B. Homestead Act (1862)
C. Completion of transcontinental railroad (1869)
(1) Factors Encouraging Westward Settlement
(2) Government-Sponsored Transportation Programs
(3) Recognition of Native American Indian Land Rights
(4) Actions Promoting the Conservation of Natural Resources

4. President Andrew Jackson used the spoils system to
(1) attack the Tariff of Abominations
(2) reward supporters with United States government jobs
(3) win support for construction of the Erie Canal
(4) gain passage of the Indian Removal Act

5. Which group benefited most directly from the Supreme Court decision in Dred Scott v. Sanford
(1857)?
(1) abolitionists (3) slave owners
(2) immigrants (4) enslaved persons
6. Which constitutional principle was the main focus of the North–South conflicts that led to the Civil
War?
(1) States rights
(2) due process of law
(3) separation of powers
(4) presidential veto power
• Publication of The Liberator
• Kansas-Nebraska Act
• Dred Scott decision
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8. Which event led directly to the secession of several Southern states from the Union?
(1) violence in Kansas over the spread of slavery
(2) election of Abraham Lincoln as president
(3) publication of Uncle Tom’s Cabin
(4) raid by John Brown at Harpers Ferry
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7. The events listed above all contributed to the
(1) outbreak of the Civil War
(2) formation of the policy of Manifest Destiny
(3) passage of the Missouri Compromise
(4) annexation of Texas

9. Slavery throughout the United States was permanently abolished by the
(1) ratification of the Constitution of the United States
(2) approval of the Republican Party platform of 1860
(3) issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation
(4) adoption of the 13th amendment to the Constitution
10. After the Civil War, the purpose of adding the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments to the Constitution
was to
(1) grant civil and political rights to Native American Indians
(2) allow women to become full citizens
(3) guarantee African Americans equal treatment under the law
(4) extend constitutional rights to new territories
11. Which argument was used by President Abraham Lincoln to explain his policy of leniency toward
the South after the Civil War?
(1) Most Southerners have remained loyal to the Union during the war.
(2) Most Southerners are willing to grant equality to formerly enslaved persons.
(3) The federal government has no authority to punish states for secession.
(4) Healing the nation’s wounds quickly is essential.
12. In the Compromise of 1877 that ended Reconstruction, Republicans agreed to
(1) withdraw federal troops from the South
(2) support the Black Codes
(3) award the presidency to Democrat Samuel Tilden
(4) accept the Supreme Court decision in Dred Scott v. Sanford
13. After the Civil War, freedmen in the South had difficulty improving their economic condition
because
(1) literacy for formerly enslaved persons was prohibited
(2) migration of factory workers from Northern cities had created competition for jobs
(3) the federal government confiscated their 40- acre grants
(4) the system of sharecropping kept them in a cycle of poverty

Page

15. After the Civil War, the sharecropping system emerged in the South primarily as a way to
(1) diversify agricultural production
(2) provide a labor supply to plantation owners
(3) give forty acres of land to freedmen
(4) guarantee economic equality for African Americans
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14. Literacy tests and grandfather clauses were enacted in the South after the Reconstruction Era
primarily to
(1) increase the number of women voters
(2) limit the number of African American voters
(3) guarantee that voters could read and write
(4) ensure that formerly enslaved persons met property requirements
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16. Which statement best describes how the status of African Americans in the South changed soon
after the end of Reconstruction in 1877?
(1) The Supreme Court consistently supported civil rights for African Americans.
(2) Poll taxes and literacy tests were eliminated for African Americans.
(3) Increasing numbers of African Americans were elected to public office.
(4) African Americans faced increasing discrimination and segregation.
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17. Starting in the 1870s, Jim Crow laws were enacted in Southern states as a means to
(1) provide an education for formerly enslaved persons
(2) protect the voting rights of formerly enslaved persons
(3) enforce racial segregation
(4) ensure equal protection under the law
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Theme 4 – Post Reconstruction to Progressive Era
Key People/Supreme Court Cases
Samuel Tilden – lost a controversial Presidential election in 1876. One of a few times were the winner did not
get the majority of the popular vote.
Upton Sinclair – Famous muckraker, wrote “The Jungle.” His book exposed a lot problems of the late 1800’s
including the unsanitary conditions of the meat packing industry. One of the effects of his book was that it
helped lead to the passing of the Meat Inspection Act and the Pure Food and Drug Act.
Jacob Riis – Famous muckraker, wrote “How the Other Half Lives.” His book exposed the issues facing the
poor in the United States during the late 1800’s/early 1900’s. One of the impacts of his book as the passage of
the 16th Amendment (income tax). The idea was that the tax revenue would be used to help out the poor.
Ida Tarbell – Famous muckraker, wrote “The History of the Standard Oil Company.” Her book exposed the
corrupt business practices of Rockefellers Standard Oil Company. One of the results of her book was the
enforcement of the Sherman and Clayton Anti-Trust Acts. The laws made it illegal for a company to run a
monopoly.
John Rockefeller – Famous Robber Barron of the late 1800’s/early 1900’s. His company was the Standard Oil
Company. He built his company into a monopoly by buying out most of his competitors in the oil selling
business and by buying most of the oil fields in the US.
Theodore Roosevelt – 26th President of the United States. His legacy includes significant domestic and
foreign policies. Domestic – His polices are collectively called the Square Deal. The most important policy from
the Square Deal was his enforcement of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act. This enforcement helped Theodore earn
the nickname, “Trustbuster.” Foreign – Roosevelt aggressively took colonial holdings in the Caribbean and the
Pacific. He enforced the Monroe Doctrine but did so by implementing his “Big Stick Policy” or the “Roosevelt
Corollary.” In other words, if anyone got in our way, the US would take them on.
Elizabeth Cady Stanton – credited with starting the women’s right movement. She started the movement with a
famous speech at the Seneca Fall Convention in 1848. Her speech was called the, “Declaration of Sentiments,”
and it demanded that women be treated equally.
Plessy v. Fergusson – In this Supreme Court Decision (1896) the court decided that segregation of whites
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and blacks was Constitutional. The determined that “separate but equal” was ok.
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Booker T. Washington – famous African American progressive who was one of the first to fight for African
American rights. His belief was that African Americans should take their earning equality and slow gain respect.
He felt this would best be achieved through vocational educations. (plumbing, carpentry)
W.E.B. DuBois – another famous African American progressive. He felt African Americans should also use
education to help improve themselves but unlike Booker T he did not believe vocational programs were the best
programs to take. He also differed with Booker T in that he felt African Americans should push for their rights
immediately and should not wait. He urged for the use of the court system to help fight Jim Crow laws being
used in the South. He is the founder of the NAACP.
Henry Ford – American industrialist most famous for creating automobiles. His greatest achievement is that
he created the assembly line approach toward putting things together. This process made making cars much
cheaper than any other way and also helped make his company, FORD motor company the biggest seller of
cars for decades.
Key Events/Themes
Spanish-American War – (1898) There were issues with Spanish interference in the Caribbean area which
concerned many US businesses. A famous journalist, William Randolph Hurst, decided to use yellow journalism
(exaggerates the truth) to help get the US to get involved. A US naval ship, the Maine, had an explosion on
board and Randolph quickly blamed the Spanish. This helped push the United States to use force in the region.
This was the first time the US would use force against another nation in dealing with foreign territories.
Panama Canal – The US (Theodore Roosevelt) took control of the region and had the canal built. The main
reason was that it made is easier to ship goods from Europe to the West Coast of the US as the canal provided
a short cut.
Industrial Revolution in the United States – (starts 1865) the US starts to industrialize rapidly, primarily in
the North first. The industrialization occurs due to the growth of railroads, canals and a huge labor supply.
New industries come of age during this period: railroads, banking, cars, oil/kerosene, and steel.
Progressive Movement – (1890’s – 1920) Era in US history were many changes (progress) were made to the
way our nation operated. This era had many reformers, some of whom pushed for reform through writing
(muckrakers) while others protested or held rally’s. In addition, the Progressives pushed to make government
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more fair and responsive to the needs of the people. This included ideas like recall, where voters can remove
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an official from office.
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Square Deal – Name given to the domestic policies of Theodore Roosevelt. They key policies he was involved
with are: The Sherman Anti-Trust Act, conservation, Meat Inspection Act and Union/Corporate relations. One
key impact of his domestic policies was that it helped protect the US consumer and worker from unfair
practices.
Roosevelt Corollary – is also known as the Big Stick Policy. This Corollary defined the foreign policies of
President Roosevelt. The key feature of his policies was that the US was going to use military intervention if
needed to protect its interests. One impact of his foreign policies was that it symbolized a change in US foreign
policies from passive (Monroe Doctrine) to aggressive.
Federal Reserve System – President Andrew Jackson eliminated the national banks while he was President.
Over the next 75 years the US has numerous financial issues. In an effort to help prevent or reduce those
issues, Congress passed the Federal Reserve Act of 1913. This Act created the Federal Reserve System whose
main duty was to regulate currency and interest rates for banks.
19th Amendment – This Amendment to the Constitution was passed in 1919. It gave women the right to
vote.

Key Vocabulary
Suffrage – right to vote.
Manifest Destiny – a belief by many Americans that God wanted the United States to expand.
Domestic Policy – policies that deal only with issues inside the United States. (Taxes, Health Care, Education)
Foreign Policy – policies that deal with issues outside the United States. (Wars, Treaties, Trade)
Industrialization – the modernization of the US economy. Jobs begin to move from farms to factories.
Monopoly – type of business situation in which one company dominates the entire business. Example:
Standard Oil controlling 90% of the oil business. Gaining a monopoly allows the company to charge whatever

Trust – when businesses of the same industry (steel, railroads) agree to set prices at the same amount thus
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eliminating customer choice.
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prices it wants.
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Muckraker – progressive era writers who wrote books and newspaper articles in an attempt to expose corrupt
practices and social issues of the Progressive Era.
Strike – when workers from the same workplace agree to stop working in order to gain a new contract or
better working conditions.
Collective Bargaining – when representatives from a company and representatives for the workers met
together to negotiate a contract or settle working conditions issues.
Labor Union – An organization of workers usually in the same trade, formed to protect their rights and
interests. Samuel Gompers started the American Federation of Labor in 1894.
Conservationist – someone who wants to conserve natural resources. Theodore Roosevelt made
conservation a big part of his Square Deal. One of his greatest efforts as a conservationist was in establishing
several national parks.
Referendum – the ability of voters to vote on a proposed law (legalizing marijuana). This was a result of the
writings of muckrakers like Jacob Riis and Lincoln Steffens both of whom wrote a lot about political corruption.
Recall – the ability of voters to remove someone from office. This too was a result of the writings of
muckrakers.
17th Amendment (1913) – this Amendment made it so that Senators were directly elected by the people as
opposed to having the state legislatures choose. This too was a result of the muckrakers who wrote about
corruption.
16th Amendment (1913) – this Amendment created an income tax. It was in response to the work of many
muckrakers who exposed the issues of the poor in cities. The idea of the income tax was that the Gov’t could
use the money to help the poor.
Robber Barron – name given to the business men of the 1800’s who created monopolies and trusts.
Examples – John Rockefeller, Cornelius Vanderbilt, J.P. Morgan and Andrew Carnegie.
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Sherman Anti-Trust Act – This law was passes in 1890. The law made it illegal for companies to form trusts.

Page

It was not enforced until Theodore Roosevelt came into
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Practice Questions
1. The theory of laissez-faire economics was used during the late 1800s to
(1) justify unregulated business growth
(2) call for more consumer protection
(3) support Progressive programs
(4) achieve equal distribution of income
2. In the late 1800s, rapid industrial development resulted in
(1) a decrease in tariff rates
(2) a decrease in population growth
(3) an increase in the rate of urbanization
(4) an increase in the price of farm products
3. The Spanish-American War (1898) marked a turning point in United States foreign policy
because the United States
(1) developed a plan for peaceful coexistence
(2) emerged as a major world power
(3) pledged neutrality in future European conflicts
(4) refused to become a colonial power
4. In the late 1800s, the term robber baron was used to describe some owners of big businesses
primarily because they
(1) favored free trade
(2) eliminated competition using ruthless methods
(3) opposed the formation of corporations
(4) provided workers with high wages
5. In the early 20th century, muckrakers were able to influence American society mainly by
(1) organizing demonstrations in large cities
(2) contributing to presidential election campaigns
(3) lobbying members of Congress
(4) exposing corruption in business and Government
6. Which statement about President Theodore Roosevelt’s Square Deal is an opinion rather than
a fact?
(1) The Square Deal included policies to increase railroad regulation.
(2) Consumer protection was an element of the Square Deal.
(3) Square Deal policy made distinctions between good and bad trusts.
(4) The Square Deal was superior to any other president’s program.

Page

25

7. What was the major purpose of the Sherman Antitrust Act (1890) and the Clayton Antitrust
Act (1914)?
(1) reducing government involvement in the economy
(2) promoting fair competition between businesses
(3) guaranteeing collective bargaining rights
(4) increasing foreign imports
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8. During the early 20th century, W. E. B. Du Bois was best known as a leader in the
(1) creation of technical schools for African Americans
(2) formation of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
(3) development of the “Back to Africa” movement
(4) effort to modernize farming in the South
9. Congress passed the Interstate Commerce Act (1887) and the Sherman Antitrust Act (1890)
in response to
(1) foreign influences on the United States economy
(2) public demand for better roads
(3) monopolistic practices that were harmful to small businesses
(4) the failure of federal banks to provide loans to individuals
10. Booker T. Washington and W. E. B. Du Bois agreed that African Americans should
(1) use education to gain opportunities
(2) support a “Back to Africa” movement
(3) take part in boycotts to end segregation
(4) adopt a gradual approach to gain the right to vote
11. Which statement best summarizes the perspective of President Theodore Roosevelt
concerning natural resources?
(1) Decisions about conservation are best left to the states.
(2) Corporations can be trusted to use natural resources wisely.
(3) The federal government must protect the nation’s lands from exploitation.
(4) The free market should set the value of the nation’s natural resources.
12. Progressive Era reformers tried to reduce the gap in wealth between the rich and the poor by
(1) creating the Federal Reserve System
(2) giving voters the power of referendum and recall
(3) implementing a graduated income tax
(4) establishing the Federal Trade Commission
13. Primaries, the secret ballot, and the use of referendum and recall were efforts made during
the Progressive Era to
(1) preserve the power of political machines
(2) provide equal political rights for Native American Indians
(3) protect States rights against federal power
(4) increase citizen participation in government
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14. Which government action is most closely associated with the efforts of muckrakers?
(1) ratification of the woman’s suffrage amendment
(2) approval of the graduated income tax
(3) creation of the National Forest Service
(4) passage of the Meat Inspection Act
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Theme 5 – WW1 – Cold War Start
Key People/Supreme Court Cases
Woodrow Wilson – President during WW1. Woodrow kept the US out of the war until 1917. He
continued the efforts of Theodore Roosevelt in breaking up monopolies. Wilson is most known for a
failed foreign policy – 14 Points. The 14 Points were his plan to help keep peace in Europe for the rest of
time. It involved the creation of a worldwide peace group, the League of Nations. In the end, his 14
points were a failure for two main reasons: 1. The Senate rejected the Treaty because they were not
consulted by the President when he negotiated it-they felt angry 2. Many Senators and Americans felt like
the Treaty would force us to be involved in world affairs-most Americans still wanted us to be as neutral
as possible.
Mafia – The rise of the Mafia occurs during this Era. One of the key reasons this happens is because of
the 18th Amendment which banned the sale, manufacture and consumption of alcohol. The Mafia makes
and sells alcohol illegally, making a lot of money.
Herbert Hoover- was President at the start of the Great Depression. His approach to the depression
was to “wait it out.” As the depression got worse, people pointed the finger at Hoover. In fact, large
areas where the homeless started living became known as “Hoovervilles.”
F.D.R. – President during most of the Great Depression (1934-1945) and most of WW2 (1941-1945).
His most famous domestic policy was the New Deal, a package of programs meant to help fix the US
economy and recover from the Great Depression. His most famous Foreign Policy was declaring war on
Japan and Germany in 1941.
Harry Truman – President at the end of WW2. He took over for FDR after he died. He is most famous
for his foreign policy decision of dropping two atomic bombs on Japan and subsequently ending WW2.
Truman decided that Japan would never surrender, even though we had them beat and that they would
fight to the last person. He believed this would cost millions of lives and at least another two or three
years. The bombs, he felt, were the best way to end the war.
Kormeatusu v US – The circumstances that led to this decision was that FDR decided to put thousands
of Japanese Americans into interment (prison) camps during the war to protect themselves and to protect
the United States. In this 1944 decision, the Supreme Court ruled that in times of war and threats to
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national security, imprisoning people without cause was Constitutional.
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Langston Hughes – Hughes was a famous poet/writer during the Harlem Renaissance. His most
famous works stressed the point that African Americans were not equal in the US but were expected to
do things like fight in wars.
Key Themes/Events
Causes of WW1 – 1. Sinking of several US ships by the German, Lusitania being the most famous one
2. Zimmerman Telegram showed that the Germans were trying to create a deal with Mexico 3. Growing
fear in the US of Germany/Dictators
Wilson’s 14 Points – Woodrow Wilson peace plan after WW1. The key part of the plan was the
establishment of the League of Nations. His plans were rejected because many feared the plan made it
impossible for the US to be neutral in world affairs while many Senators voted no because they were not
consulted by the President regarding the Treaty.
Prohibition – The 18th Amendment to the Constitution prohibited the sale, manufacture or
transportation of alcohol. It took almost a decade of work by numerous group, most prominently, the
Women Temperance Movement to get this amendment passed. The thought was that alcohol was
destroying the United States and banning it would fix our social problems. This Amendment was
extremely unpopular and led to the rise of many illegal activities and groups including the Mafia. This
Amendment was overturned with the 21st Amendment in 1933.
Sacco and Vanzetti – From 1914 – 1928 there was a wave of anti-immigrant feelings in the US. Sacco
and Vanzetti were tow Italian immigrants tired for being anarchists. They were unfairly convicted and
later executed. There trail is symbolic of how much the American people disliked immigrants during this
era.
Dust Bowl – Due to the Westward Movement of the 1850’s to 1890’s many Americans were living in the
Great Plains of the United States. During the 1930’s, severe drought hammered the area and as a result,
many farms dried up. In addition to the drought, there were many wind storms. These storms picked up
the loose dirt from the farms and caused huge dust storms. The key effects of these storms were that
many people had to leave the Great Plains areas due to starvation. Another effect was the Dust Bowl
caused the price of many food goods to go up, which added to the severity of the Great Depression.

American consumers 3. Banks loaned out more money than they had and many banks closed, millions of
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Americans lost their savings
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Causes of the Great Depression – 1. Stock Market Crash 1929 2. Too much buying on credit by
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New Deal – Domestic plan of FDR to address the depression. Key parts of the plan were: 1. FDIC –
Federal Depositors Insurance Corporation – set up to protect the bank deposits of Americans 2. CCC –
Civilian Conservation Corps – public works program meant to put people to work 3. Social Security Act
– set up Social Security which provided older American with a monthly check (pension). The idea was to
get older people to retire and create jobs for younger Americans 4. SEC- securities and stock exchange
commission was set up to regulate the stock market against fraud and other illegal trading practices.
Critics of the New Deal – many people criticized the New Deal because they felt that the programs
being created were giving the Government too much power. Some felt FDR was acting like a dictator.
US enters WW2 – The US remained neutral at the start of the war. However, the US passed the LendLease Act in which we agreed to help the British and the French by lending or leasing them military
equipment and supplies. We also sold them weapons for cash. The US officially enters the war in 1941
after the Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor.
Impact of WW2 – 1. US lost about 420,000 lives 2. US economy grows as a result of wartime
production; helping to end the Great Depression 3. The US emerges as the biggest world power 4. The
Cold War starts as a result of the war
Atomic Bomb – President Harry Truman decided to use the bomb against the Japanese due to his belief
that the Japanese would not surrender despite the fact they could not win the war. The US dropped two
bombs, one on Hiroshima and one on Nagasaki. This forced the Japanese to surrender and ended WW2.
Marshall Plan – After WW2, the United States decided to help rebuild Europe in order to help it recover
from the effects of the war and to help prevent the spread of communism. Our plan to rebuild Europe is
called the Marshall Plan.
Cold War – The Cold War has no official start but it starts soon after WW2 with the splitting of Germany
into Russian Communist Zones and Democratic Free Zones. This split symbolized what the Cold War was
all about, Democracy vs. Communism.
Sputnik – The Soviets were the first nation to successfully send a satellite into space. This action helped
increase the space race (first to land on the moon) between the US and Russia. It also symbolizes the
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type of actions that the Cold War was all about.
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Neutrality – when a nation stays out of a war. The US was neutral at first in both WW1 and WW2.
Quota Act – US put a limit on immigration during the 1920’s as a result of widespread anti-immigrant
feelings in the US
KKK – a group that formed in the 1860’s but resurfaces in the 1920’s. The group strongly opposed
immigration and was at its peak in popularity during the 1920’s.
Installment Buying – when people purchase products on credit and agree to pay for it over time.
Installment buying became extremely popular in the 1920’s and was a primary cause of the Great
Depression.
Court Packing Plan – plan by FDR to add justices to the Supreme Court in order to ensure the court
stops declaring some of his New Deal programs unconstitutional.
Truman Doctrine – Plan by the United States to help prevent Greece and Turkey from going
communist.
Containment – idea of stopping the spread of communism. This would be a central US foreign policy
throughout the Cold War (1945-1988)
United Nations (UN) – created in 1945. Goal was for nations to meet to help avoid future conflicts and
resolve differences.
Nuremburg Trials (1946) – Trials of former Nazi leader caught after WW2. They were tried for crimes
against humanity. Many were hung or sentenced to lengthy prison terms. The message sent from the
trials was that committing horrible acts during war does not mean its ok.

Multiple Choice Practice
1. After World War I, one way in which the Red Scare, the passing of the Quota Acts, and the
growth of the Ku Klux Klan were similar is that they all
(1) exploited fears about people who were considered un-American
(2) encouraged the assimilation of new immigrants into American society
(3) supported the goals of the suffrage movement
(4) exhibited prejudice against African Americans
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2. During the 1920s, much of the debt accumulated by consumers was due to
(1) installment buying of manufactured goods
(2) overproduction of farm products
(3) long strikes by labor unions
(4) rising income taxes
VENNE & RICCI

3. What was a basic cause of the Great Depression of the 1930s?
(1) Too many antitrust laws were passed.
(2) Tariffs on foreign manufactured goods were reduced.
(3) The distribution of income was unequal.
(4) Immigration was not limited.
4. During the 1930s, poor land management and severe drought conditions across parts of the
Midwest resulted in the
(1) formation of the United States Department of Agriculture
(2) creation of wheat surpluses
(3) growth of the Granger movement
(4) development of Dust Bowl conditions on the Great Plains

5. Exchange Commission (SEC) and the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) were
created to
(1) allow for a quick recovery of stock prices
(2) provide direct loans to businesses
(3) protect individual investors from stock fraud and bank failure
(4) allow banks and companies to invest in the stock market

6. The “cash and carry” policy and the Lend-Lease Act were used by the United States to
(1) help fund League of Nations efforts to maintain peace
(2) encourage British appeasement of Germany
(3) fulfill treaty obligations with Great Britain and France
(4) provide support for the Allies in World War II without entering the war
7. The internment of Japanese Americans during World War II illustrates that
(1) the Supreme Court can be relied on to defend civil rights
(2) threats to national security are often ignored by the government
(3) minorities are not allowed to enlist in the United States military
(4) civil liberties are sometimes limited during times of national crisis
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9. In the years immediately following World War II, United States foreign policy was
primarily focused on
(1) securing peace in the Middle East
(2) containing the spread of communism
(3) sending volunteers to developing countries
(4) maintaining neutrality in world conflicts
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8. The major reason for President Harry Truman’s decision to use atomic bombs against
Japan was the
(1) potential loss of American lives from an invasion of Japan
(2) need to defeat Japan before defeating Germany
(3) plan to bring democratic government to Japan after the war
(4) failure of the island-hopping campaign against Japan
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10. Issuing the Truman Doctrine, defending South Korea, and sending military advisors to
Vietnam were actions taken by the United States to
(1) encourage membership in the United Nations
(2) promote American business in Asia
(3) limit the spread of communism
(4) gain additional overseas colonies
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11. Which statement about the Marshall Plan is most accurate?
(1) It was used to finance rearmament after World War II.
(2) It was denied to all former World War II enemies.
(3) It was used to rebuild European nations after World War II.
(4) It was given to all African and Asian allies during the Cold War.
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Theme 6 – 50’s/60’s
Key People/Supreme Court Decisions
Senator Joe McCarthy – famous Senator from the 1950’s who went after famous actors/writers from
Hollywood for being “communists.” McCarthy helped spread the “Red Scare” during the 50’s by having
hearing in the Senate where he and other Senators grilled people about their involvement in the
Communist party. Almost all of the people accused by McCarthy were innocent, he used them to help
make himself more famous.
Brown v Board of Education – (1954) In this Supreme Court case, the court decided that schools
could not be segregated based on race. One of the impacts of this case was that American schools had
to desegregate. In addition, this also helped speed up the Civil Rights Movement.

Chief Justice Earl Warren – Chief Justice of the Supreme Court from (1953-1969) During his time as
Justice, the Supreme Court made several rulings that strengthened the rights of people. Some of those
rulings include Miranda v Arizona and Brown v Board of Ed
Miranda v Arizona (1966) – In this Supreme Court Case, the court ruled that statements made by
defendants without being made aware of their rights could not be used against them on trial. One of the
impact of this decision is that it forced law enforcement officials to change the way handled suspects
when they questioned them.
Gideon v Wainwright – (1963) – In this case, the court ruled that people are entitled to an attorney if
they cannot afford one. One impact of this ruling is that court systems had to set up a system in which
they ensured all people had access to an attorney for defense.
Martin Luther King Jr. – MLK led the Civil Rights Movement in the late 1950’s and 1960’s. He used
non-violent methods to help gain attention to his cause. Some examples of this include the Montgomery
Bus Boycott and the March on Washington D.C. One of the impacts of his efforts was the passage of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
Dwight D. Eisenhower – 34th President of the United States. Dwight was the General of the US
military during WW2. As President, he played a crucial role in the passage of the Interstate Highway Act.
John F Kennedy – 35th President. Assassinated while in Office. Kennedy coined his domestic policy
initiatives, the Great Frontier. Kennedy set into motion, before his death, the Peace Corps, Vietnam,

the “Great Society.” His main goals in the Great Society to reduce the impact of poverty on the US. Key
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Lyndon Johnson – 36th President who took over after JFK was killed. He termed his domestic policies
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Landing a man on the moon, eliminating the mafia, and passing Civil Rights.

programs that were created to achieve this include: Medicare, Federal funding for schools and Housing
and Urban development programs. Johnson also signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting
Rights Act of 1965. Johnson is most known for escalating the conflict in Vietnam into a war. He
believed that the US could achieve victory.
Neil Armstrong – First man to set foot on the moon (1969) This was essentially the end of the “space
race” between the Russians and the US. The ultimate goal of the race was to be the first to land a man
on the moon and the US was the first to do it.
Key Themes/Events
Baby Boom – After WW2, soldiers returned home, people were really happy and the Great Depression
was over. As a result of these factors, more and more people were having more and more kids. This
resulted in the Baby BOOOOOOOM. One of the key effects of the baby boom was the building of new
neighborhoods all throughout the US. Another key impact of the boom was the need for new schools
and roads.
Early Civil Rights Movement – (1950) The early focus of the Civil Rights Movement was to use the
legal system. The NAACP fought for equality through the courts with their greatest victory being the
decision of Brown v Board of Education.
Red Scare – After WW2 the Cold War began. Within the United States, fear of communism/communists
was extremely high. People like Senator Joe McCarthy help spread this fear by accusing dozens of
famous people of being communists. The impact of the Red Scare is that several people are falsely
labeled as communists.
Korean War – (1950 -1953) One of the circumstances that led to the Korean War was that Korea was
cut into half after WW2 between a communist zone and a democratic zone. Another circumstance was
the invasion of South Korea by North Korea. In response to this invasion, the US defended South Korea
against North Korea. One of the lasting impacts of the war is that North and South Korea still separated
today and hostilities remain.
Cuban Missile Crisis – 1962 – This event is considered the height of the Cold War. The cause of the
crisis as that the US, while spying on Cuba, realized that they had nuclear missile launch pads installed.
Given that Cuba is 90 miles off the coast of Florida, President Kennedy was furious. One action taken by
Kennedy was he used the navy to blockade Cuba from receiving any supplies from Russia, their ally. In
the end, the blockade worked and the Russians, who actually put the missiles in Cuba, agreed to remove

the US to stop the spread of communism into South Vietnam. Another circumstance was that the North
Vietnamese were using military force to spread communism into South Vietnam. One of the impacts of
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Vietnam War Begins – 1964 – One of the circumstances that led to the Vietnam War was the desire of
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them.

the Vietnam War was that a distrust grew between many Americans and the Government. Another effect
was the loss of over 50,000 US lives in this War. In the end, the US was not successful in stopping the
spread of communism into South Vietnam.
Public Opinion on Vietnam – The Vietnam War was one of the most unpopular action taken by the US
Government in US history. After the first couple of years, anti-war sentiment grew tremendously,
particularly among college aged people. As a result, protests became a regular occurrence around the
country. (on college campuses, Washington DC, large cities)
Civil Rights Act (1964) – One of the circumstances that led to the passage of the Civil Rights Act was
the work on Martin Luther King Jr. He started the movement in the late 1950’s and focused on nonviolent protesting to make his point that African Americans deserved equal rights. The Civil Rights Act
made it illegal for people to be discriminated against. One of the biggest impacts of this law was that it
made all discriminatory laws in states where they existed illegal and gave the Gov’t the power and
responsibility to enforce them. In 1965, Congress passed the Voting Rights Act which sought to further
strengthen the laws against discrimination. This law dealt specifically with the Voting Rights of African
American and banned any attempts to create discriminatory measures meant to prevent African
Americans from voting.
Great Society Programs – During Lyndon Johnsons Presidency he passed several domestic policies
collectively known as the Great Society. The circumstance that led him to push for the passage of these
laws was that he wanted to end poverty. Some of the most prominent programs include: Medicare,
Medicaid, School Aid and Job Corps. One of the impacts of the Great Society was that many people were
able to improve their lives do to the programs that were created. In fact, most of the programs still exist
today.
Key Vocabulary
Domino Theory – theory in the US that assumed if one nation in Asia or Europe feel to communism
then other nations would fall to communism soon after.
Communism – Economic/Political type of government of many nations, most notably Russia. A key
aspect of communism is that economic decisions like what is available at stores are decided by the
government. From a political standpoint, communist government usually limit the rights of their citizens
a great deal.
Containment – US policy towards communism. Containment meant we wanted to do what we needed

Peace Corps – program designed by JFK. The intent was to get young Americans to volunteer a year of
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their lives in a poor nation and help the people learn skills to improve their lives.
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to in order to stop communism from spreading.
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Space Race – The US and Russia engage in a “race” to see which nation will be the first to land a man
on the moon. The space race is a part of the Civil War.
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution – (1964) There was an explosion of a ship in the waters near Vietnam,
which was blamed on the North Vietnamese. As a result of this, the President received permission to do
what he felt was necessary in regards to Vietnam. As a result of his powers, Johnson immediately
increased the number of troops in Vietnam, thus starting the Vietnam War.
Kent State Incident – (1970) During a protest of the Vietnam War, a number of students were killed
by the National Guard at Kent State University. This incident helped increase the already heightened
tensions of the American people over the Vietnam War.
Foreign Policy – Policy of the US gov’t in dealing with other nations. Some example include of policy
topics include: trade, travel rules or military action.
Domestic Policy – Policy of the US gov’t in dealing with issues inside the US. Examples of domestic
policy include taxes, health care bills, and new laws.

Sample Multiple Choice Questions
1. McCarthyism in the 1950s is most closely associated with
(1) claims that communists had infiltrated the federal government
(2) efforts to prevent pro-communist governments in Latin America
(3) formation of the Warsaw Pact
(4) passage of the Interstate Highway Act
Base your answers to number’s 2 & 3 on the quotation below and on your knowledge of social
studies.
… It is important that the reasons for my action
be understood by all our citizens. As you know,
the Supreme Court of the United States has
decided that separate public educational facilities
for the races are inherently unequal and
therefore compulsory school segregation laws are
unconstitutional.…
— President Dwight D. Eisenhower, September 24, 1957
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2. Which Supreme Court case is referred to in this quotation?
(1) Dred Scott v. Sanford
(2) Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka
(3) Heart of Atlanta Motel v. United States
(4) Tinker v. Des Moines School District
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3. Which action did President Dwight D. Eisenhower take to enforce this Supreme Court
decision?
(1) ordering the closing of Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas
(2) sending United States Army troops to enforce school integration
(3) proposing legislation in support of school segregation
(4) transferring white students to a new public high schools are inherently unequal
and therefore compulsory school segregation laws are unconstitutional.…

4. The baby boom in the United States of the 1950s and 1960s had its most significant impact
on the
(1) rebirth of urban business districts
(2) decreased use of child labor in factories
(3) recruitment for the armed forces
(4) construction of housing and schools
5. The major reason the United States became involved in the Korean War was the
(1) threat of communism spreading throughout Asia
(2) need to prevent war between China and the Soviet Union
(3) demand by the United States for Korean natural resources
(4) desire to limit Japanese expansion
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6. During the 1950s, the main goal of the civil rights movement was to
(1) create separate African American economic and social institutions
(2) eliminate legal segregation from American life
(3) establish affirmative action programs to compensate for past wrongs
(4) form a new nation for African Americans
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7. The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (1964) provided congressional support for
(1) withdrawing from the United Nations
(2) expanding the Alliance for Progress
(3) escalating military action in Vietnam
(4) reestablishing trade with Cuba

8. The Cuban missile crisis was effectively ended when the
(1) Soviet Union agreed to withdraw weapons from Cuba
(2) Bay of Pigs invasion removed Fidel Castro from power
(3) Cuban authorities signed new trade agreements with the United States
(4) United States announced the formation of the Alliance for Progress

“… And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what
your country can do for you—ask what you can do
for your country.…”
— President John F. Kennedy, Inaugural Address,
January 20, 1961

9. Which action by President John F. Kennedy was most consistent with the challenge included in this
statement?
(1) forming the Peace Corps
(2) negotiating the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
(3) supporting the Bay of Pigs invasion
(4) getting students to join the FBI
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10. A major goal of President Lyndon B. Johnson’s Great Society program was to
(1) increase farm production
(2) provide aid to developing nations in Africa
(3) enact social welfare programs to end poverty
(4) expand the size of the milita
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Theme – Modern US
Key People/Supreme Court Cases
Richard Nixon – 37th President, Inherited the Vietnam war from LBJ. Nixon had some famous foreign policy successes
while also having enormous trouble with corruption in his administration. On the foreign side, Nixon initiated the Open
Door Policy with China, which began the trading partnership between the US and China. Nixon also pushed for a policy of
Détente, which meant easing tensions with our communist foes. On the home front, Nixon ran into trouble over the
Watergate Hotel break ins. The Watergate was the headquarters for the Democrats during the 1968 Election. The guys
who broke in were attempting to steal the plans of the Democrats. It later turned out that Nixon was involved and he
ended up resigning office. Nixon is the only President to ever resign from office.
Jimmy Carter – 39th President – Jimmy wasn’t a very popular President but he had some foreign policy success: Camp
David Accords – in this deal the President made a peace agreement between Egypt and Israel. During his Presidency,
there was a gas shortage.
Ronald Reagan - 40th President, most known for helping to end the Cold War and for a new economic policy later
called, “Reganomics..” In regards to the Cold War, Reagan helped persuade Gorbachev to continue his modernizing
policies in Russia in the hope that it would help end communism in Russia – It did help as Communism fell apart in 1988.
On the home front, Reagan pursued an economic policy known as “Reganomics” in which the government lowered taxes
and cut spending in hope that the economy would grow. This policy got mixed results.
George H.W. Bush – 41st President, was Ronald Reagans Vice-President. Bush continued Reagan’s economic policies
but as the economy performed poorly, he took the brunt of the criticism. In 1990, Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait and
in response, Bush ordered the US military to defend them. The Iraq War in 1990 lasted about one month. The US won
when the Iraq’s left Kuwait.
William Clinton – 42nd President – The US economy grew tremendously during his Presidency. His economic plan was
based on a small tax increase and welfare reform. Clinton was linked to several scandals one even led to his being
impeached. However, he was not convicted in the Senate and thus was not removed from office.
George W. Bush – 43rd President – George W was the son of George HW bush. The United States was attacked early in
his Presidency on September 11. In response to this event, the United States launched a War on Terrorism. In this war,
the US invaded Afghanistan and Iraq. As opposed to the last war with Iraq, in this one the US caught and eventually

Page

happen in 2001. By the end of his second term, the US economy was in one of the worst recessions in its history.
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executed the Iraqi leader, Ssadam Hussein. George W believed in lower taxes helping the US economy which he made
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Barack Obama – 44th President – First African American President. To help fix the economic situation he inherited from
Bush Obama decided to increase federal spending on things like education and housing. His economic plan has had
mixed success. Internationally, Obama led a mission to kill Osama Bin Laden which was successful.
Bill Gates – A Harvard dropout, Bill Gates pioneered the software industry with his invention of the software program,
Windows. His program helped make computers easier to use and more affordable. With this, computer sales increase
dramatically throughout the nineties eventually transforming the US into the tech age.
NJ vs T.L.O (1985) – In this case, the Supreme Court ruled that schools had the right to go through student’s
possessions so long as they felt there was a reason to do so.
Key Events/Events
Gas shortage 1973 – In response to US involvement in the Middle East, particularly its role in giving the Jews their
homeland, OPEC decided to cut oil production. The result for the US was a huge increase in price and at times, empty
gas stations.
Iran Hostage Affair – In 1979, several Americans were held hostage by the new Iranian Government. The new Gov’t
claimed that the US was too involved in the Middle East, particularly Iran and wanted to teach them a lesson. The
hostages were let go the day Ronald Reagan was inaugurated.
Fall of the Berlin Wall – In 1988, the Berlin Wall was taken down. The wall had long symbolized the division of the
Cold War between Communism and Democracy. The fall of the wall is symbolic of the end of Communism.
Americans with Disabilities Act – this law was passed in 1990 during the H.W. Bush Administration. The law made it
illegal to discriminate against people based on the fact that they had a handicap. It also forced all building to create
handicap access points.
NAFTA – The North Atlantic Free Trade Agreement was passed in 1996 during the Clinton Administration. This trade
agreement made it so trade between Mexico, Canada and the US would be tax free. Critics called the deal bad for
American Labor as companies could now easily move jobs to Mexico. Supporters pointed out that the deal would make
things cost less which would lead to a stronger US economy.
European Union – The European Union starts in the 1990’s. The organization is essentially an agreement between
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nations to reduce or eliminate trade barriers and to help foster good relations between all member nations. The US has a
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good relationship with this organization.
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Impeachment of Bill Clinton – During his Presidency, Bill Clinton had an affair with an intern from the White House.
Some members of Congress felt he should be removed from the Presidency since he lied about the affair. In 1996,
Clinton was impeached, however the Senate did not vote to remove him from office.
Election of 2000 – In 2000, George W. Bush ran against Al Gore. The vote counting in Florida become controversial as
the ballots were considered misleading by some voters. In the end, the Supreme Court halted the re-count that was
occurring and ordered the State of Florida to award the votes to whoever got the most on election night. It turns out,
that AL Gore received more popular votes than Bush but Bush got the most electoral votes.
September 11, 2011- On this day, a terrorist group (Al –Qaeda), led by Osama Bin Laden, hijacked planes and
slammed them into the World Trade Center in NYC and the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. They also attempted to slam a
plane into the White House. This event led to the US declaring war on terrorism.
Patriot Act – In response to the threat of terrorism, Congress passed the Patriot Act in 2001. The Act gave the US
Government power to search through people’s phone records and other transactions that the Government felt was
suspicious.
Obama care – In 2010, Congress passed a law, later known as Obama care. The law was aimed at providing health
insurance to all Americans and in the very least, making health insurance more affordable. The law was controversial as
many felt that the US Government should not be so involved in Health Care, inferring that doing so was like Communism.

Key Vocabulary
Détente – President Nixon’s policy of easing tensions with China and Russia. His primary method of easing these tensions was
through diplomacy, which means meeting with leaders of other nations to discuss issues and find solutions.
Open Door Policy – This policy towards China was used in the late 1800’s but ended when China became Communist in 1949.
As part of his policy of Détente, Nixon established an Open Door Policy with China in 1972, hoping to improve trade relations
between the US and China. This is an example of Détente.
SALT Treaty – Nixon negotiated a deal with the Russians to reduce the amount of nuclear weapons each nation had. SALT
stands for Strategic Limitation Arms Treaty. This treaty is also an example of Détente.

system to protect itself against potential Russian aerial attacks. In the end, the system turned out to be an expensive waste of
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tax payer money.
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STAR WARS - During the Raegan Presidency, Star Wars referred to the plan by the United States to build a missile defense
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Tax Cuts – Policy pushed by Ronald Reagan and George W Bush. The idea was that cutting taxes would lead to economic
growth.
Terrorism – Terrorism had been used around the world for decades. The goal of terrorism is to scare people into doing
things. Terrorism becomes a major concern in the US after the September 11 attacks. In response to terrorism threats the US
has implemented different combative strategies. The most prominent has been the use of drones to take out targets
worldwide.
Department of Homeland Security – George W. Bush added this cabinet to the executive branch in early 2002. This post
creates not only the Department but also the cabinet position of Secretary of Homeland Security. The goal of the Department
is to work with all agencies of the Federal Government (CIA, NSA and FBI) in order to protect the US from potential terrorist
attacks.

Multiple Choice Practice:
1. This 1973 photograph
shows a situation most
directly related to
(1) the development of
nuclear power sources
(2) the end of oil
production in the Gulf
of Mexico
(3) terrorist attacks on
United States
petroleum reserves
(4) an oil embargo
imposed by nations in the
Middle East
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(4) President Richard Nixon
is directly involved in the
Watergate cover up.
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2. Which statement best
describes the point of
view of the cartoonist?
(1) The press is
responsible for
misleading the public
about the Nixon
administration.
(2) Most Americans
continue to support the
policies of the Nixon
administration.
(3) The articles of
impeachment against
President Richard Nixon
are unjustified.

3. Balancing individual rights and freedoms with the need for national security has been one of the
biggest challenges created by
(1) global climate change
(3) corporate globalization

(2) cultural exchanges
(4) international terrorism

4. President Ronald Reagan and President George W. Bush shared the belief that tax cuts would result in
(1) a reduction in exports
(2) the growth of the economy
(3) an increase in the federal bureaucracy (4) a rise in unemployment
5. Passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act (1990) improved conditions for the disabled by
(1) making it illegal to criticize or fire handicapped persons
(2) mandating easier access to employment and public facilities
(3) sponsoring Olympic games for the handicapped
(4) requiring separate classrooms for disabled Students
6. The Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT), signed by President Richard Nixon with the Soviet
Union, was an effort to advance the foreign policy of
(1) détente
(3) brinkmanship
(2) imperialism
(4) globalization
7. One unique feature of the presidential election of 2000 between George W. Bush and Al Gore is that
(1) the Supreme Court played an important role in the final outcome
(2) no third-party candidate was on the ballot
(3) both candidates had previously served as vice president
(4) the electoral votes in Florida were divided between the candidates
8. Which event of Bill Clinton’s presidency best illustrates the use of checks and balances?
(1) hosting peace talks between Israelis and Palestinians
(2) reelection to a second term
(3) selection of Al Gore as vice president
(4) impeachment for alleged perjury and obstruction of justice
9. President Richard Nixon’s decision to resign from the presidency in 1974 was based primarily on
(1) developments in the Watergate investigation
(2) backlash from his policies toward China and the Soviet Union
(3) protests against his secret military actions during the Vietnam War
(4) accusations of trading arms for hostages
10. Which action was a major foreign policy achievement of President Jimmy Carter?
(1) settling the Suez crisis
(2) withdrawing the United States from the Vietnam War
(3) establishing improved relations with Iran
(4) mediating the Camp David Accords between Egypt and Israel
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11. Which action has come to symbolize the end of the Cold War?
(1) establishing the Peace Corps
(2) achieving a truce in the Korean War
(3) tearing down the Berlin Wall
(4) improving United States relations with China
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Thematic Essay Topics: Cheat Sheet
Essay
Topic

Suggested Topics
(circumstances)

(effects)
2)

1)

2)

1)

2)

Supreme Court Cases

1)

Foreign Policy
Page
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Congressional Laws
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1)

New Deal – Franklin D. Roosevelt

Presidential Actions

2)

Great Society - LBJ

2)

Louisiana Purchase

The New Deal was a group of programs created
in the 1930’s to help the US get out of the Great
Depression. Two key program from the New
Deal were Social Security and FDIC.
The impact of the New Deal is that it helped the
US get out of the depression.

1)

Settlement of California

Geography

One of the causes of the settlement of California
was the gold rush. After gold was struck,
thousands of Americans moved west to stake
their claim.

One of the reasons the US bought the territory
was to gain full control of the Mississippi River.
Another reasons was to increase the size of the US
on the western side.

One of the impacts was the population of
California increased dramatically.

One of the impacts of the purchase was that it
helped the US expand quickly. It also gave the US
full control of the Mississippi which allowed the US
to expand more easily.

1)

Upton Sinclair – The Jungle

2)

Harriet Beecher Stowe

Stowe wrote, “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” In her book,
she exposed the realities and harshness of living as
a slave in the South.

The impact of the book is it exposed the
conditions of the meat packing industry to the
public. It also led to the passing of the Meat
Inspection Act and the Pure Food and Drug Act

One of the impacts of the book was that it helped
to further fuel the anger many had in the North
about the issue of slavery. It also helped cause
the Civil War.

Page

45

Writers

Upton wrote his book to expose issues in
America. One of things he exposed were the
unsanitary conditions in the meat packing plant.
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Individuals not the President

1)

Martin Luther King Jr.

King led the Civil Rights Movement starting in
the late 1950’s. His goal was to end
discrimination and segregation in the United
States.
One of the impact of MLK was the he was crucial
in getting the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the
Voting Rights Act of 1965 passed.

2)

Bill Gates

Bill Gates created software for computers that
allowed them to be used in homes everywhere.
One of the impacts of Bill Gates was that his
company helped transform the way things were
done in the US.

Discriminated Groups

1) African Americans

2)

African Americans were discriminated against
even after the passage of the 13th Amendment.
The discrimination was segregation and racism.

For a majority of US history, women were
considered inferior to men. One of the areas this
affected was in the right to vote. Another area
this affected was in pay equality.

One of the impacts of the discrimination is that
the US needed people to step up and fight for
equality. MLK was one of those people.

1)

Internet

Women

To help fix this discrimination, women like
Elizabeth Stanton led movements to help women
earn the right to vote.

2) Assembly Line
The assembly line was invented by Henry Ford. It
changed how cars were put together making it
faster and cheaper.

One of the impacts of the internet is that it
made communication easier and faster.
Another impact is that is changed how a lot of
commerce was exchanged.

One of the impacts was that it made cars cheaper
and resulted in a huge rise in the amount of
Americans owning cars. The assembly line
method would also be copied for most other
products.
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Inventions

The internet replaced faxes and direct phone
calls as a primary means of communication
between people.
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1)

TV

2) Cotton Gin

Technology
Reform Movements

1) Fixing the exploitation of Workers

2) Going after abuses by big business

During Industrialization, new jobs and industries
were created. One of the issues that arose was
the working conditions for factory workers.
Many worked for low pay, unsafe conditions and
had no rights.

During Industrializations, many companies grew
extremely large and as a result, very powerful. As
a result, many of these companies became
monopolies. As a result, they were able to charge
high prices and eliminate their competition.

One attempt to solve this was the growth of
Unions. The main leader of unions was Samuel
Gompers, who started the American Federation
of labor. By using strike, writing contracts and
protesting many reforms were created.

One attempt to fix this issues was the passage of
the Sherman Anti-Trust Act, which made the
actions of monopolies illegal. When Teddy
Roosevelt started to enforce the Act, it worked
and many monopolies were eliminated.

1.

Civil Rights Act 1964

2.

Interstate Highway Act 1956
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Congressional
Laws
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Step 1 –
Read the theme, read the task, make 2 choices.

Step 2 –
Sketch a quick 4 square on scrap or on the test booklet

Step 3 –
Write your Introduction – use the theme then add your choice!!!

Step 4 –
Write your first body paragraph
 Answer all the bullets!!!
 Provide Analysis – Either end the paragraph with a supported opinion or
give additional details about the topic in your paragraph. OR do both.

Step 5 –
Write your second body paragraph
 Answer all the bullets!!!
 Provide Analysis – Either end the paragraph with a supported opinion or
give additional details about the topic in your paragraph. OR do both.
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Write your conclusion – Just recap what you said in your intro!! Start with- In
conclusion, ……….
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Step 6 –

Step 7 –
Review your essay, add any details you think of or make any corrections you feel are
needed!!

Page
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Sample Thematic Essay
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INTRO
Throughout history, individuals have used writing as a way to focus attention on issues facing
the American people. To resolve the issues raised in these writings actions have been taken by the
government, groups or individuals. Two such writings from American History were The Jungle by
Upton Sinclair and Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe.

BODY 1
One piece of writing that focused on issues facing the American people was the Jungle, written
by Upton Sinclair. One of the circumstances that led to him writing his book was the terrible
conditions that existed in the meat packing industry. In his book, Sinclair wrote about how rats were
put into the meat grinders when they were making ground beef. One action taken by the government
in response to the Jungle was Congress passed the Meat Inspection Act. In my opinion, the Jungle
was one of the most important books in American History. The reason I feel it was so important is
because it led to laws that ensure our food is safe.

BODY 2
Another piece of writing that focused on issues facing the American people was Uncle Tom’s
Cabin, written by Harriet Beecher Stowe. One of the circumstances that led to her writing the book
was that she wanted to expose how bad life was for slaves. One action taken by some groups was
that they insisted the federal government ban slavery. In my opinion, Uncle Tom’s Cabin helped lead
to the end of slavery. The book told the story of how brutal slavery was and this opened the eyes of
many people up North.

CONCLUSION
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In conclusion, individuals have used writing as a way to focus attention on issues facing the
American people. Two important writers who did this were Upton Sinclair and Harriet Beecher Stowe.
Both of their books resulted in actions being taken by the government or a group of people.
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DBQ Writing Process
Step 1 –
Answer all the document based questions then re-read the theme of the essay, re-read
the task and make 2 choices.

Step 2 –
Sketch a quick 4 square on scrap or on the test booklet. Decide in advance which 4 (5)
documents you are going to use.

Step 3 –
Write your Introduction – use the theme then add your choices!!!

Step 4 –
Write your first body paragraph
 Answer all the bullets. The bullets will be answered by the documents! Be
smart about which documents you use. Be sure to label in your paragraph
which documents you used (Doc 1)
 Provide Analysis/Outside Info – Either end the paragraph with a supported
opinion or give additional details about the topic in your paragraph. OR do
both.
Step 5 –
Write your second body paragraph
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 Provide Analysis – Either end the paragraph with a supported opinion or
give additional details about the topic in your paragraph. OR do both.
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 Answer all the bullets. The bullets will be answered by the documents! Be
smart about which documents you use. Be sure to label in your paragraph
which documents you used (Doc 1)

Step 6 –
Write your conclusion – Just recap what you said in your intro!! Start with- In
conclusion, ……….

Step 7 –
Review your essay, add any details you think of or make any corrections you feel are
needed!!

Page
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Sample DBQ Essay (One paragraph sample)
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INTRO
After WW2 the American people looked forward to a period of peace and prosperity. However, key events of
the 1950’s challenged that national mood and had significant impacts on the US. Two such events were the Korean War
and the Montgomery bus boycott.

BODY 1
One event that changed the American mood in the 1950’s was the Korean War. One circumstance that led to
the war was that South Korea was attacked by North Korea. The UN told North Korea to get out and they would not.
North Korea did not listen to the UN and therefore President Truman ordered US troops to support South Korea in 1950.
(Doc1) The Korean War had many effects on the United States. From June 1950 to June 1953, the United States lost 24,
281 soldiers. (Doc 2a) Another effect was that during the war, the amount of soldiers the US had in Korea doubled
within a year from the start. (Doc 2b) In my opinion, the Korean War was a poor foreign policy decision by the United
States. The issues in Korea are really none of our business. Truman should have listened to the advice of George
Washington and remained neutral. (OI)

BODY 2
Trying to save paper so I won’t type this one..but you get the point
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In conclusion, both the Montgomery bus boycott and the Korean War challenged the mood of the United States.
In fact, both of these events had lasting impacts on the United States in the 1960’s and beyond.
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CONCLUSION
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Common Exam Vocabulary
Primarily – the most common, first, most important. For example, the primary cause of the Civil War was
slavery.
Accompanying – the question goes together with something (poster, cartoon, map, table, ect.). For example,
the question will be based on a table that shows the cost of cars over the past hundred years. The question will
ask something based on the data in the table.
Partial Outline Below – an outline is an old fashioned way to set up an essay or paragraph. You need to find
the heading in an outline type question. The heading is another way to say the main idea. In the example
below, the correct heading/main idea would be MOVIES.
1.

_____**********___
a. Jurassic Park
b. Barbershop
c. Finding Nemo
d. Batman

Demonstrate - clearly shows something, proves something. For example, the Supreme Court decision of
Schenk v. the US demonstrated that the United States Government can limit our civil liberties during times of
war.
Closely Associated – when an event/person/term is connected with something else. For example, Osama Bin
Laden is closely associated with terrorism.
Historical Circumstances – causes of something, event(s) connected with something. For example, two
circumstances that led to the Great Depression were the Stock Market Crash and too much buying on credit.
**(s) means more than one
Impact – means the same thing as effect, how one thing had an effect on the other. For example, the impact of
the 13th Amendment was that African Americans were given the right to vote.
Method – approach used to complete something. For example, MLK use the method of non-violent protesting
to show Americans the inequities of southern segregation.
Result – after something happens the result is one of the effects. For example, the result of the water balloon
hitting the ground is that is exploded and water went everywhere.
Grievance – a complaint of some kind, usually a grievance is held by one group towards another. For example,
the Women’s Rights Movement had a grievance against the US Government since women were not allowed to
vote.

Proliferation – rapid or excessive spread of something. For example, the US fears nuclear proliferation in the
Middle East.
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Excerpt – a short piece from a story, movie, play or song. For example, you may get a question about the
Jungle that will based upon an excerpt from the book.
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Relevant – has something to do with the task at hand. For example, when inserting outside info into your
DBQ, the information needs to be relevant. So, if the DBQ is about Teddy Roosevelt, your outside information
can’t be about the New Deal, since it’s not relevant to his Presidency.

Diplomacy – when government officials negotiate or talk to government officials from other nations. For
example, you may get a question on Richard Nixon and his use of diplomacy towards China.
Not so much vocab words but always in the questions

Most influenced directly - what choice had the most influence. For example, the question will likely list an
event, like the START OF WWII and ask for you to choose which event most directly influenced the US’s
decision to enter the war. The answer would be Pearl Harbor.
Point of View – a person’s opinion on any given topic. This type of question most commonly appears after a
cartoon or quote. For example, there will be four quotes listed and one of the quotes, let’s say choice (A) may
say, “I want slavery ended.” The question would ask, which represents the point of view of an abolitionist? The
answer would obviously be A.
Most consistent – this phrase is often used in a question in order to compare an event with a term. For
example, the quote might be, “We should avoid foreign alliances.” The question may read, which of the
following idea is consistent with the quote? The answer would be neutrality.
Adopted – this means that an idea/concept was taken up or followed. For example, MLK adopted the
philosophy of Mohandas Gandhi in that he believed in non-violent protesting.
Enforcement – forcing compliance with a law or a rule.
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…….. Please allow me to respond, I feel that money is ………… We must have a federal reserve system in
place. --- These dots appear in numerous areas on the test. The reason for their insertion is that the quote/text
being used is only a partial quote/text. The dots indicate that parts of the quote/text have been taken out.
Almost all of the documents in the DBQ are small pieces of the actual document. Please remember that the dots
simply mean that some of the text is excluded.
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Academic Vocabulary
Abundant
having plenty
of something.

During the early 1800s, which factor contributed the most to
the start of the Industrial Revolution in the United States?

1.
2.
3.
4.

Acquire buy or
obtain (an
object or asset)
for oneself.

a restriction on European immigration
the end of the slave labor system
an abundance of natural resources
the availability of electricity

When President Thomas Jefferson acquired the Louisiana
Territory from France, he demonstrated that he had modified
his belief that

1.
2.
3.
4.

the Constitution should be strictly interpreted
the federal government should limit individual rights
adding territory would lead to regional rivalries
commercial development was the main goal of the
federal government

Which United States policy is most closely
associated with the annexation of Hawaii and the Philippines?
(1) neutrality
(2) isolationism
(3) imperialism
(4) international cooperation

Assimilate
take in and
understand
fully.

Following an aggressive push for the Manifest Destiny the US
government sought to assimilate students of this group in
English language schools.:
1. communists
2. native American children
3. Hollywood artists
4. Asian immigrants

Boycott
A ban on trading
with a nation.

The US Boycotted the Olympics in this nation during the Cold
War :
1. Soviet Union
2. South Korea
3. Mexico
4. China
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Annexation
Adding
territory.
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Civil
Disobedience
refusal to obey
certain laws
that are
inherently
wrong.
Compensation
awarding
someone
money for loss,
injury, or
suffering.

During the Civil Rights era this leader used sit-ins and
protests marches as examples of civil disobedience:
1. Malcom X
2. Martin Luther King Jr.
3. Booker T. Washington
4. Langston Hughes

Controversial
public dispute,
usually
concerning a
matter of
conflicting
opinion

As the United States acquired more land between 1803 and
1850, controversy over these territories focused on the

Deficits
Spending more
than you make.

The federal government has run a deficit since the
Presidency of FDR and his establish of deficit spending during
the Great Depression.

Embargo
Refusal to trade
with

Currently President Obama is looking at removing our trade
Embargo with Cuba.

Escalate
To intensify and
heat up.

The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution allowed president LBJ to
escalate US involvement in Vietnam.

Grievances
Complaints
against

The Declaration of Independence has of list of grievances the
colonists had with King George of England.

Many people have argued that African Americans should be
compensated for the suffering their ancestors received while
they were enslaved.

need for schools and colleges
failure to conserve natural resources
expansion of slavery
construction of transcontinental railroads
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1.
2.
3.
4.
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Illustrate
To demonstrate
or show.

The clash between President Franklin D. Roosevelt and the
United States Supreme Court over New Deal laws best
illustrates the operation of
1.
2.
3.
4.

federalism
due process
checks and balances
the two-party system

Implement
Created or
brought into
action

The main reason the United States implemented
the Open Door policy in China was to
(1) promote immigration
(2) expand democratic reforms
(3) encourage religious freedom
(4) guarantee access to markets

Laissez-faire
Hands off of
business. No
government
involvement in
the economy.

Many reformers who opposed the laissez-faire attitude of the
late 19th century argued that

1.
2.
3.
4.

the National Government should not interfere in the
activities of big business …big business
national wealth could best be assured by the
accumulation of gold
the idea of rugged individualism is vital to the
nation’s economic growth
government should protect society through the
regulation of business

Leniency
To go easy on
when passing
judgment.

Loose
Interpretation
Reading
between the
lines or not
doing actually
what is written.

Page

58

Mandate
Required

A loose interpretation of the Constitution was
applied when
(1) George Washington appointed John Jay to
the Supreme Court
(2) John Adams signed the Alien and Sedition
Acts
(3) Thomas Jefferson purchased the Louisiana
Territory
(4) James Monroe delivered his State of the
Union message
Obamacare mandates that all Americans have some sort of
health insurance.
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Navigable
Open for trade
or transit

One natural advantage of the geography of the US is that we
have many navigable waterways facilitating trade.

Pardon
To forgive off all
legal charges
etc.

Nixon was pardoned by Ford when he resigned from office
following the Watergate scandal.

Perceived
What is believed
to be true.

History is perceived differently by various sides of any battle.

Popular
Sovereignty
Voting to decide
an issue.

Before the Civil War, the principle of popular sovereignty
was proposed as a means of

Precedent
Set an example
for the future

George Washington set the precedent for all future
presidents to have a cabinet and for the US to serve only two
terms as president.

Ratification
To accept for by
voting for it.

The major reason Antifederalists opposed
ratification of the Constitution was because they
believed
(1) amending the Constitution was too easy
(2) too much power was given to the states
(3) a federal court system would be too weak
(4) individual rights were not adequately
protected

59

allowing states to secede from the Union
permitting voters to nullify federal laws
deciding the legalization of slavery in a new state
overturning unpopular decisions of the Supreme
Court
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Rationing
To limit the use
of certain goods
or resources,
usually during
war.

A main purpose of government-ordered rationing
during World War II was to
(1) increase foreign trade
(2) limit the growth of industry
(3) conserve raw materials for the war effort
(4) encourage women to enter the workforce

Secede
To quit and
leave a group or
union.

Which argument did President Abraham Lincoln use against
the secession of the Southern States?

1.
2.
3.
4.

Suffrage
The right to
vote.

Slavery was not profitable
The government was a union of people and not of
states.
The Southern States did not permit their people to
vote on secession.
As the Commander in Chief, he had the duty to
defend the United States against foreign invasion.

The abolitionist movement, the women’s suffrage movement,
and the 1960’s civil rights movement are all examples of
reform efforts that

1.
2.
3.
4.

succeeded without causing major controversy
developed significant popular support
achieved their goals without government action
failed to affect the nation as a whole
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