Welcome! Today is B day, Tuesday, September 20th, 2019 
 
Please gather in small groups of 3–4 students. 
 
On Monday, you looked at images and read some details about the topic of the module. Today you will begin your study of a novel called Inside Out & Back Again that relates to what you saw and read.  
 
Read the following quote from the book: “No one would believe me, but at times I would prefer wartime in Saigon over peacetime in Alabama” (195).  
 
Based on what you saw and read Friday, what do you think might have to happen to a little girl to make her say that she would prefer war at home in Saigon (Vietnam) to peace in Alabama (the United States)? How does this connect with our Essential Question regarding the idea of ‘home’? 
 
Books!   *Please do not mark in your assigned book! * 
 
Browse through the pages of the novel.  
 
· What do you notice about how this novel is written? 
· How is it like other novels you have read? 
· How is it different? 
Discuss these questions with a partner.  
 
This is a novel of diary entries, and each entry is written in short, free verse poetry. 
Free verse poetry is poetry that doesn’t use a regular rhythm or rhyming pattern. It does, however, look like a poem with the layout and line breaks.  
Stanza: a group of lines that form the smaller chunks of a poem.  
 
Remember our learning targets for this lesson: 
I can make inferences to deepen my understanding of Inside Out & Back Again.   
Inference means that you are determining meaning based on things not directly stated in the text. Y 
You were inferring on Friday based on the images you looked at and the sentence strips you read.  
 
When we infer, we use specific information in the text, combined with our background knowledge and/or what the text said earlier to understand incidents, characters, and theme. 
 Inside Out & Back Again leaves many things not directly stated, and will require many inferences. You will have lots of support and practice with this skill.  
Second learning target:  I can cite evidence from the novel to explain how incidents reveal aspects of Ha’s character as she is shaped by war.  
Cite evidence 
We’ve discussed in previous classes that you need truth and proof. When you cite evidence, you prove what you believe the novel is saying by quoting accurately with words, phrases, and details from the novel.  
I can use context clues to figure out word meanings  and  
I can participate in discussions about the text with a partner, small group, and the whole class. 
Have we done this? How? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome! Today is C day, Wednesday, September 18th, 2019 
 
*Gentle reminders…. * 
Your Summer Reading test is Friday for One Crazy Summer. 
Remember to be respectful of others by listening to what others have to say, asking polite questions to clarify understanding, and participating in the discussions by offering thoughtful ideas and questions. 
 “Things Close Readers Do” Using “1975: Year of the Cat” (15 minutes) 
Today we will get started reading the novel, by taking our time and reading closely the first poem, “1975: Year of the Cat.”  
Reading a text with care is an important step so that the reader can fully understand what the author is saying. Often readers need to reread texts multiple times to really understand and appreciate them fully. 
In a moment, I will be reading, “1975: Year of the Cat,” aloud to you. Whenever I read aloud to you, you should be silently reading along in your head (this promotes fluency). 
· As I read, think about the gist of the poem—just your initial sense of what the text is mostly about. 
· Things Close Readers Do anchor chart. Throughout this module, you will be charting important learning to help you remember it. You will add to this chart often.  
 
 “Get the gist—get your initial sense of what the text is mostly about.” 
Who Is Ha?  
(What have I learned about Ha from the novel so far?)  
Detail/Evidence  	 	Page  	Inference/Reasoning (What this shows about Ha’s  
Information about Ha                             interests, traits, values, or beliefs 
 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]This is just one of the many practices that help you to understand a text deeply. You will be practicing getting the gist. Getting the gist is preliminary and tentative, and is particularly useful when the text is complex. 
· “1975: Year of the Cat”  
· Turn and talk with a partner in their group: 
* “What is the gist of this poem? What is your initial sense of what it is mostly about?” 
• Talk in your small groups about what you notice about the language the author is using.  
* “What details really strike you as you read this poem? Why?” 
· In a moment, you will reread this first poem independently and silently. As you read, I want you to think about this question: “What have you learned about Ha in this very first poem?” 
· You have about 5 minutes to reread. I want you to just pay attention to details. You don’t have to write anything down yet.  
· I’d like you to share with your group details you noticed in the text that helped you learn about Ha.  
· In a moment, you will record in your notebooks a few details from the text that helped you learn about Ha. What you don’t finish will become homework tonight…  
· Infer is a really important term that we talked about in Lesson 1 as well. Being able to infer is one key skill you will develop as readers. To infer means basically to take something from the text and combine it with something you already know in order to figure something out. You will infer from the specific details in this first poem in order to get to know Ha. 
· The text says directly that Ha is 10, whereas the others required inferring. “Now I am ten”  
· Share the details that helped you learn about Ha. (In which stanza did you find the detail?  If you are not speaking, look to see where the detail was found.)  
 You should be moving from the literal to the more inferential analysis of Ha’s character. (ie: She is 10, yes, but what can you tell about her as a 10 year old?) 
• You will reread this poem as a part of your homework, and continue to note details.  
Answering Text-Dependent Questions: “1975: Year of the Cat”  
(10 minutes) 
Looking closely at the text to answer questions is an important skill to develop.  
1. Tet is a special day. When is Tet, and what two events are celebrated on Tet? 
• Tet as the first day of the lunar calendar. How can we figure out the meaning of the word lunar? 
Lunar means having to do with the moon, and a lunar calendar is a calendar that is based on the cycles of the moon (i.e., a new month begins at the start of the new moon).  
Both New Year’s and everyone’s birthdays are celebrated on this day. 
2. How does the family celebrate Tet? 
· Stanza four: they must smile.  
    Or stanza two: Ha’s family wears new clothes underneath, eats sugary lotus seeds, and eats glutinous rice cakes.  
Have you heard of a word sounding like glutinous? 
Some may have heard of gluten. Gluten refers to a protein in grains, and glutinous means gooey and sticky.  
This kind of word-solving meets the target about using background knowledge and context to figure out word meanings. 
· Stanza five: no sweeping or splashing water.  
Why must the family avoid sweeping and splashing water?  Page 1 explains it would mean they are sweeping away hope and splashing away joy.  
These practices are an outgrowth of the Buddhist tradition, not just “superstitions.” 
3. So, how does this special day affect the other days? 
Character Analysis of Ha 
• On page 1, the mother says how we act today foretells the whole year.  
What two words do you see in the word ‘foretells’? 
Do you notice the word “fore” and “tells”?  
“fore” is related to the word “before”: foretell means to tell before, or to predict.  
You are using background knowledge about words and word roots, plus context clues, to figure out new word meanings. 
4. What does the narrator (Ha) do that might bring bad luck? 
• Notice that on pages 2–3, she wakes up before her brothers, and taps her toe on the floor first. 
5. What can you infer about the narrator based on this action? In other words, what can you figure out about her, based on what you see in the text, and what you already know? 
· Ha might be brave, or stubborn, or not superstitious. I know from page 2 that her mom said that her brother got to tap the floor first. But then on the bottom of the page, it says she decided to get up and tap her toe first. So she disobeyed her mother. Given that she disobeyed, I infer that she and her mother have a difficult relationship. 
· Notice that the text does not say those insights about Ha directly. But based on what the text tells us about Tet, and our background knowledge about how people usually respond to traditions, we determine some things about Ha’s character. We will continue to practice inferring throughout the module. 
Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 
A. Debrief: Adding to Our “Things Close Readers Do” Anchor Chart (5 minutes) 
• “Things Close Readers Do.” First, you read along silently for 
the gist as the poem “1975: Year of the Cat” was read aloud. When you reread the poem to notice character traits about Ha, and when you supported these notices with evidence from the text, you were doing something close readers do as well.  
Add two lines to the anchor chart: 
· reread 
· cite evidence 
· Each night for homework you will have a portion of reading from the novel. 
· When you returned to the book to answer text-dependent questions, you were citing evidence and learning more about Ha as a character. 
Homework: 
· Please reread “1975: Year of the Cat.” Add at least three more details to your notes that helped you learn about Ha.  
 Then complete a first reading for the “gist” of pages 4–9: from the poem “Inside Out” through “Papaya Tree.” 
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