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At the dawn of the 19th century, New York businessmen were getting anxious.
New York was losing out to other ports as a trade center, because there was no easy
way  besides a long, hard, overland trip  to ship goods between the city and the
Midwest, where a growing population wanted to trade.
In 1810, Governor DeWitt Clinton proposed a dramatic solution. He suggested
digging a canal between the Hudson River and Lake Erie, one of the Great Lakes.
Clinton asked President Madison for financial aid but was rejected. Determined, he
persuaded New York State to fund the project, even though some politicians nicknamed
it "Clinton's ditch."
Construction began in 1817 and was
finished in 1825. The canal was an amazing
363 miles long, but only 40 feet wide and four
feet deep. That may sound shallow, but it was
deep enough for its flatbottomed boats. The
canal also had 
83 stone locks
to help raise and
lower boats across steep inclines.

In 1825, when the canal was completed, Clinton
traveled on the first boat from Buffalo, at the Lake Erie
end, to Albany, then on down to Manhattan. When he
got there, the city celebrated with a “Wedding of the

Waters”. Water from Lake Erie was poured into the New York City harbor.
After the 1820's, New York businessmen and politicians could breathe a big sigh
of relief. As DeWitt Clinton had predicted, the Erie Canal had a major impact on New
York's commercial world.
Before the canal, shipping goods between Lake Erie and New York City cost
$100 a ton and took more than three
weeks. Afterward, the cost dropped to
less than $10 dollars a ton and the trip
took just seven days. The canal was so
popular that, by the late 1820s, up to
$15 million worth of goods  such as
flour, whiskey, and wheat  were
transported each year. In addition about
1,000 people a day traveled the canal.
Eventually, trains took over the work of moving goods. They were even faster
and cheaper than the canal. Many parts of the canal are still around today, but the canal
is now only used for fun and recreation.

1. Based on the article, what was the Erie Canal used for? Use two details from the text
to support your answer.
2. How did the Erie Canal affect Buffalo’s economy? Use an example from the text to
prove your answer.
3. What is the author’s purpose for writing this article about Niagara Falls? Give 2 details
to support your answer.
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