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BUFFALO PUBLIC SCHOOLS
School #81
Nicholas Klaich, Principal
Denise Cobbs, Assistant Principal
Ryan Shepherd, Assistant Principal
140 Tacoma Avenue
Buffalo, New York 14216
(716) 816-4060
fax (716) 871-6041

Dr. Kriner Cash
Superintendent

January 23, 2018

Dear Parents/ Guardians,
As our 2nd quarter comes to a close on Friday, January 26; please discuss with your son/
daughter the importance of completing all assignments, doing their best work on all tests/
quizzes and reaching their full potential at School 81.
Pre-K to Grade 3– Continue to read nightly with your child, 20 minutes minimum.
Make homework and reading part of your child’s daily evening routine
Please congratulate Ms. Cobbs our Pre-K to 4 assistant principal who received the honorary
education award at this year’s Martin Luther King Jr. celebration at Kleinhan’s music hall.
With the ongoing flu season, encourage your son/daughter to wash hands often throughout
the day and at home.
Avoid parking in our driveway/ bus loop closest to the North Buffalo Ice Rink during our
arrival (9:00 to 9:30) and dismissal times (3:25 to 4:00).
Upcoming Events:
Jan 26th- Jersey Day – Pennies for Patients
February 2nd- National wear red day – American Heart Association.
February 19-23 – Mid- Winter Recess
March 1st– School 81 Spring Open House – 4:30 to 6:30 PM
Sincerely,
Nicholas Klaich
Principal

Denise Cobbs
Assistant Principal

Ryan Shepherd
Assistant Principal

“Putting children and families first to ensure high academic achievement for all”
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From the desk of:
Ms. Cobbs
Assistant Principal

WE GIVE THANKS
Here we are, into the third quarter of this school year! Teachers are
teaching and students are learning! Our Grade 5 – 8 ELT After-School
Program is in full swing … Our Bullying Prevention and Unity Day(s)
were well represented, Fire Drills/Lock-Downs are in place, Caps for
Kids was a fun way to fund--raise, students have been on Buffalo
Philharmonic Orchestra field trips, students are saving money through
our Safari Club Banking Day, Guest speakers for special assemblies
were held …“Jersey Day/Pennies for Patients” was once again – a
rousing success! … The 2/2/18 NJHS Induction Ceremony was
memorable … and with all that– Reading, Writing, Math, Science and
Social Studies instruction are at the helm. We are – School 81!
We continue to offer our students the opportunity to share their
thoughts and written expressions on a monthly basis, and we’re very
proud to share some of them with you in this newsletter.
Special Thanks to: Our morning “Pledge Leaders”… All who represented
in their “blue shirts” as well as their “orange shirts”, as we – School 81,
continue to take a stand against bullying … Students that “Dress for
Success” – You’re looking good! …Mrs. Cook, along with her daughters
Rachel and Hannah Cook, for our PARENT ROOM
“make-over” – you are appreciated!

Thank you, for sending us your child(ren)!
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From the desk of:
Mr. Shepherd
Assistant Principal

Parental Academic Involvement
We know students achieve best when there is a partnership with both school and home. Below are some
electronic tools that are being used here at School 81 to improve communication.
Gradebook, is an electronic grading system that you as the parent/ guardian can access through the
Parent Portal via your phone or computer. This offers parents the opportunity to progress monitor
their child(s) ongoing academic performance.
Remind, is a communication tool that helps teachers connect instantly with students and parents.
Send quick, simple messages to any device.
Class dojo, is a behavior management tool for the classroom. Each student has a profile – complete
with their own avatar – to which teachers can assign positive and negative points (or 'dojos')
throughout the lesson.
Online Resources for Parents
Math Common Core online videos, within a search browser type: eureka math, your child’s grade, the
module, and the lesson number your child in currently working on. For example: (eureka math
grade 5 module 4 lesson 10) The videos are great resources that offer parents a clearer
understanding of common core math.

Please contact me if you are interested in finding out more about these tools and what may be available
from your child’s classroom.
Thank You!!!
Please know I can be reached at 816-4060 X1310 during the day or anytime by email
rshepherd@buffaloschools.org.
Mr. Shepherd
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National Junior Honor Society
On Friday, February 2nd we inducted 36 new
members to School 81’s Chapter of the National
Junior Honor Society. We held a formal
candlelight ceremony led by the current members.
Our audience consisted of friends and family and
6th grade. Congratulations to our new members:
Blaine Ababiya
Daniel Bwenge
Hannah Cook
Christopher Everett
Daisha Gray
Briana Hornsby
Fahmida Ibrahim
Jai’den Mallory
Jannatul Puspita
Dakota Roberts
Jayon Stewart
Dwhanee Tucker

Selsbeel Alzaher
Tabshir Chowdhury
Ciara Dickson
Levi’Ya Fraier
Keidra Harris
Brooklyn Hunley
Grace Iheke
Allannha Morris
Giovanni Rivera
Erica Smith
Anthony Taylor
Melissa Turner

Makenzi Bearss
Carlos Calderon
Anisa Elias
Zakira Graves
Hailey Herring
Dynnell Hurst
Isais Lugo
Sebhan Mugali
Michelle Rivera
Madeleine Sousis
Darell Tucker
Hamid Yeasir

A special thank you goes out to Keymora Key,
Amalia Bourikis, Mukut Bhuia, Michael Leahy,
Jeremiah Burruss, and Amir Hutchinson for their
participation in the candle lighting ceremony.
Our annual cake raffle is Wednesday
February 14th. Tickets are on sale in
National Junior Honor
homerooms for $.25 or 5/$1. Families are
Society Induction
welcomed to send in cake donations. They
can be delivered to room 321 before 9:15 on February 14th. Cake
plates cannot be returned so please plan accordingly. The proceeds for the cake
raffle are used for the Induction Ceremony and our end of the year field trip.
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World Wildlife Adoption
of the Month Club
Ms. Blake
Hello Nature Lovers!
February’s stuffed animal will be a Giraffe.
The Giraffe is found in Namibia, a country
found in Africa. Their long necks are an
adaptation to feed on prickly leaves from the
tops of acacia trees beyond the reach of other
hoofed animals. The Ocelot is March’s stuffed
animal. It is found in Mexico. They are mostly
nocturnal and live in a wide variety of habitats
ranging from marshes to savanna grasslands to
tropical forests. Please help protect these beautiful creatures by
purchasing a $0.50 raffle ticket. For tickets see your child’s
homeroom teacher or me in room 120. They will be available all year
long.
As of Jan. 12th we need to sell 320 more tickets to reach our
$550.00 goal. Any money collected that is over this amount will be
used to buy the first stuffed animal chosen for next year’s raffle.
You have to be in it to win it so if you haven’t bought a ticket yet
please consider doing so. And of course you can always buy more
than one ticket to increase your chances of winning!
Thank you,
Ms. Blake & all the Endangered Animal Species of the world
7

Guidance Office
Best wishes to the following eighth graders for their
acceptances as of February 6th 2018

Canisius
Kevin Thompson
Amir Hutchinson

City Honors
Amalia Bourikis

Performing Arts
Hailey Herring

St. Joseph's Collegiate
Efrain Esquilin III
Changa West

The rest of our eighth grade students are calmly waiting to hear from the high
schools they listed on their applications.
Congratulations to Gianna Sanmarco, she has been accepted into the Buffalo
Academy for Visual and Performing Arts for Theatre!
We are so appreciative of all our parents, faculty and staff, for all their hard
work and dedication in preparing our School #81 students for success!

Dawn M. LaMendola
School Counselor
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Pre-K

Kindergarten

January was a busy
month in Pre-K! Our
theme was
Awesome Animals.
We learned all about animals
and their habitats. We even
took virtual trips to the zoo!
We worked with letters Kk, Ll
and Mm. Our field trip to
Explore and More was so
much fun! The children were
able to explore and learn
through hands on play.
We are starting to work on
identifying beginning sounds
in words. We are having fun
learning about patterns and
shapes in math! Our theme
for February will be Imagine
It, Make It. We will be using
our imaginations to create art
and structures throughout
this theme. Please continue to
read with your child every day
and help them to recognize
letters and numbers in
everyday life.

Kindergarten
It is hard to believe that we are half
way through the school year!
Everyone has been working
exceptionally hard. We have all
seen a great deal of growth in every
student and are very pleased with
the progress of everyone. Thank you
for you continued support as
homework and reading logs are
turned in regularly. Continue to read
every night with your child for at least
20 minutes.
The 100th day of school is fast
approaching on Wednesday,
February 7. Kindergarten will be
attending the Buffalo Philharmonic
Orchestra on Wednesday, February
14. We are very excited to be able to
enrich our students’ education with
this experience.
Thank you for your continued
support!
The Kindergarten Team
Upcoming Dates:___________________
2/7 100th Day
2/14 Field trip/Valentine’s Day
2/19-2/23 Winter Break
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First Grade

Second Grade
Happy New Year everyone! It’s that time of
year where we are tracking your child’s
progress so far on reading, writing, and math!
They will be assessed in DIBELS (reading
assessment), Step up to Writing, and STAR
MATH. These assessments will demonstrate
what gains have been made and what areas
need improvement.
In Math, your child has been busy doing
addition and subtraction within 200 with
word problems to 100 as well as doing the
reflex math computer program. Please have
your child practice their basic addition and
subtraction facts at home. There are some
great websites to help in this area such as
www.abcya.com and www.starfall.com.
In ELA, the students have been continuing to
read a Journey’s story each week and then
respond to “wh” questions (who, what, where,
when, why) and higher order thinking
questions to demonstrate their knowledge of
the story. We encourage you to do this at
home after they read a story to help them
with comprehension. It is also important for
your child to make personal connections to
the stories they are reading. Thank you for
having your child complete IVF forms for our
school wide reading competition! Keep them
coming!
Please make sure your child is coming to
school dressed for the weather with hats,
gloves, and boots. Have a pair of sneakers in
their backpack so they can change out of
their wet boots and be prepared for gym
class. As always, we appreciate all of your
support so we can have a great rest of the
year!

Dear 1st Grade Parents & Guardians,
It’s that time of
year to start
replenishing those
school supplies.
Crayons, pencils, and
glue sticks are much
appreciated!!! We have been busy at
work!
The first grades have received
iPads! We are very excited! We are
asking everyone to send in a pair of
headphones for their child to use
while on the iPad. Please label them
with your child’s name.
Parents please be looking in
your child’s folder for permission
slips to upcoming field trip. We have
4 planned, and it is very important
that you sign and return those
forms as soon as you get them.
At this point in the school year
students should be able to have
their math facts up to 10
memorized. Keep reading every
night!
Thanks for Your Ongoing Support,
The 1st Grade Team

-The Second Grade Team
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Third Grade

Fourth Grade

Dear Parents,
It’s hard to believe that we are half
way through third grade! We would like to
thank all of the parents and guardians for
their continued support and cooperation. In
addition to our regular third grade
curriculum, it is time to begin preparing for
the New York State Assessments in ELA and
Math. The NYS ELA Assessment takes place
April 11 and 12. Students will complete 2
booklets, where they will read fiction and
non-fiction passages and answer multiple
choice, short response and extended
response questions. In preparation, we will be
practicing how to read the questions,
choosing the best answers, and writing
paragraphs that respond to a given prompt.
The NYS Math Assessment takes place on
May 1 and 2. Again, there are 2 booklets to
complete where students will answer multiple
choice and open-ended responses. It is
important for students to show all of their
work. Please check your child’s homework
folder for test preparation materials. In
addition, students should continue to
practice reading and math skills.
Please continue to ensure that your child
has all of their supplies, completes homework
and reads on a daily basis. Thank you again
for helping your child succeed in school. We
know that working together will ensure a
successful rest of the year.

We are
beginning
test skills
preparation
for the upcoming NYS
assessments. Please look for
one short response ELA
question in addition to a
math review sheet weekly.
We are participating in the
EKK (Encouraging Kind Kids
Program) in partnership with
the SPCA. Students have
received two free books and
will be receiving one
additional book. For each
book we have engaged in an
in depth book study where
students have been utilizing
their ELA skills and
strategies. A field trip is
planned to SPCA on May
15th. We are also looking
into planning a field trip in
early June. Thank you for
your continued support.

Mrs. Amato
Mrs. Joseph
Ms. McAuley
Ms. Reedy
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Fifth Grade

Upcoming Events

Our Learning

Mid-Winter Recess: February 19th –23rd
Spring Recess: March 30th – April 6th
Early Release: April 18th
No School: April 19th
Early Release: May 9th
No School: May 10th
Memorial Day No School: May 28th

Module 2
Multi-Digit Whole Number and
Decimal Fraction Operations
Topic A: Mental Strategies for Multi-Digit Whole Number
Multiplication
Topic B: The Standard Algorithm for Multi-Digit Whole
Number Multiplication
Topic C: Decimal Multi-Digit Multiplication
Topic D: Measurement Word Problems with Whole Number
and Decimal Multiplication
Topic E: Mental Strategies for Multi-Digit Whole Number
Division
Topic F: Partial Quotients and Multi-Digit Whole Number
Division
Topic G: Partial Quotients and Multi-Digit Decimal Division
Topic H: Measurement Word Problems with Multi-Digit Division

New York State
Assessment

Module 3

ELA Assessment
April 11th – April 12th

Addition & Subtraction of Fractions
Topic
Topic
Topic
Topic

Math Assessment
May 1st – May 2nd

A:
B:
C:
D:

Equivalent Fractions
Making Like Units Pictorially
Making Like Units Numerically
Further Applications

Reading (Unit 3 & 4)
Lesson
Lesson
Lesson
Lesson
Lesson
Lesson
Lesson
Lesson
Lesson
Lesson

Field Trip
On Friday, January 26th the
student’s attended a field trip to
the University
of Buffalo to
watch the
Women’s
Basketball team play. They
watched an exciting game!

11: Dangerous Crossings
12: Can’t you Make Them Behave, King George?
13: They Called her Molly Pitcher
14: James Forton
15: We Were There, Too!
16: Lunch Money
17: LAFFF
18: The Dog Newspaper
19: Darnell Rock Reporting
20: The Black Stallion

At-Home Practice
Continue to read every night!
Continue to practice
multiplication facts (0-10)
12

Sixth Grade
We are at the halfway point and report cards have gone home. A few
reminders as we begin the second half of sixth grade:
Students are receiving homework daily, please make sure that your
child is keeping up to date on all assignments.
Check planners daily. Use planners for communication between
home and school.
Students should be reading daily for 20 minutes. Students can be
reading on myOn or reading hard copies that should be followed up
by an IVF summary sheet. The class with the most IVF sheets will
win an ice cream party at the end of the year!!
We will be beginning Test Prep and starting new units in the
upcoming weeks. Please stress the importance of attendance to
your child. Strive for 5 or fewer absences!!
As part of our Global Scholars Program, Sixth Grade will be
skyping with Versailles, France on February 12th! We are super
excited to learn more about students in Versailles!

Shout Outs!!!
Homeroom 323 won the Ice Cream party
for the first half of the year for having
the most IVFs turned in Grades 6-8.
Students of the Month
HR 319: Amara Allen
Lamar Anderson
HR 320: Hamna Khalid
Amanda Lee Phillips
HR 323: Hayley McCarter
Johmod Gleen
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Junior High ELA
7th & 8th Grade
Seventh grade students finished their module on A Long Walk to
Water and the story of Salva Dut, a Sudanese refugee who resettled
in Rochester, NY after losing most of his family to the Sudan Civil
War. They learned about how Salva overcame many challenges to
achieve his dream of bringing clean water to Sudan. Students also
read and examined informational articles on Sudanese tribes.
Next, seventh grade stud ents have researched the Industrial Revolution to prepare for
Katherine Patterson’s novel, Lyddie. They will examine how the main character’s setting
influences her conflict and personality.
Eighth grade students have completed their module on Ha, a refugee from Saigon during
the Vietnam War. Her story in Inside Out and Back Again gave students perspective of
the struggles refugees face during wartime and after they resettle. Students read an
informational news article on Buffalo refugees and wrote an essay analyzing how
refugees’ lives turn inside out and come back again.
In module two, eighth grade students have researched the Great Depression in the
south to provide historical context for Haper Lee’s famous novel, To Kill A Mockingbird.
Students will analyze how Lee uses the characters’ thoughts, actions, and words to
develop characterization, and they will identify how setting plays a role in the book’s
major conflict. At the end of this module, students will write a five paragraph essay
analyzing Atticus Finch’s words to determine the theme Harper Lee wants readers to
learn.
Junior High students welcomed a guest speaker from Journey’s End Refugee Center at
the end of January. They learned how Journey’s End helps refugees in Buffalo and
wrote a short response in Step Up to Writing format to show what they learned.
Please email me with any questions you may have about your child’s progress throughout
the rest of the year. If you would like to be a part of our Remind program to receive
free homework reminders, please let me know.
Mrs. Ward-Pitman
7th and 8th Grade ELA
eaward@buffaloschools.org
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Junior High Math
7th & 8th Grade
This is the beginning weeks of the third quarter and the 7th
and 8th grade math classes have been working really hard to
learn the new material taught on a daily basis. In order to be
successful, each student needs to come prepared to class
everyday with their three ring notebook, pencil, calculator,
ruler, protractor, and a positive attitude. Students need to
work hard to make sure that their homework and class work is completed to
the best of their ability. Each student needs to go home each night
and review the notes taught that day in order to increase their
understanding of the material. This will help them with their homework
every night and to review the information taught that is vital to know for
their tests. Students need to work hard during class and stay focused on the
lesson being taught, so that they can be successful on their test. If
students are having any difficulty with the material after they tried the
steps above they may make an appointment to spend time with me during
lunch for extra help.
You can follow the progress of your child in my class by looking at parent
portal weekly for the grades they earned in my class. If your child has a
zero on an assignment in parent portal, then they have not handed in that
assignment. I update parent portal every week.
We will be spending the next few months finishing the modules needed to do
well on their NYS Math Test that will be given in the beginning of May.
Please practice and study the material given with your child, so that they can
achieve a passing grade of 3 or a 4 on the NYS Math Exam. Work Hard,
become successful, and be PROUD of everything you accomplish!!
Mrs. McCarthy
room 305
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Junior High Science
7th & 8th Grade
As we begin the second half of the
school year, ask your child to share with you
what current events articles that they have
been reading from Science World magazine
and writing in their journals. This is a valuable
tool to show how science topics that we cover
in class apply to their daily lives.
Grade 8 science students have finished our ecology unit and
are beginning to learn about photosynthesis, respiration, and
various forms of reproduction. We will also study the diversity
of animal life. We have already begun preparing for our New
York State Science Test.
Grade 7 students are continuing to explore matter:
properties, phases, changes in matter, elements, atoms (models
of atoms), Periodic table of Elements, compounds and mixtures.
This will keep us busy for a while. Please stress the importance
of good attendance and a strong work ethic as keys to a
successful academic year.
Sincerely.
Mr. Rademacher
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Junior High Social Studies
7th & 8th Grade
Dear Parents /Guardians,
As the school year moves along quickly, we enter the third
marking period working on new Units. The seventh graders are
working on the Industrial Era in the early 1800s. Many
students are producing work and are looking to do better this
marking period. Work that is handed in is of good quality and
shows effort. Remember to look for and sign your son/daughter's Lesson Plan
Outline ever y A Day and look it over. You will gain insight into what we are
studying in class and know what your child's responsibilities are.
In the eighth grades we are working on the Era of the Great Depression. Many
students are involved and asking great questions. Opportunity has been offered
this week for some extra credit with a small drawing assignment - due by Friday
2-2-18. I hope all take advantage of this opportunity. Students also are working on
writing a letter to Franklin Roosevelt after reviewing his inaugural address - "the
only thing we have to fear - is fear itself." This assignment is due Thursday 2-1. I
hope students are creative in this writing assignment. Also, check and sign your
child's Lesson Plan Outline every A Day.
Tests will follow each of these Units next week and will be the first test grades
for marking period #3. I hope students are studying nightly, as they are reminded
to do so daily.
Parents, if you have any questions, or concerns - please feel free to contact me. I
would also be more than happy to meet with you and would actually prefer to see
and talk with you in person.
Sincerely,
Mr. Mckenzie
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Technology
This semester in Technology the 8th grade students had
a great time designing and building 2 projects at the same
time. The students learned how to manage their time and
keep their materials organized. The Solar driven Electric
Vehicles were a big challenge using skills for layout and
alignment. The H2O rockets allowed them the chance to make recycled
material fly.
The 7th grade students were challenged with an Engineering Challenge
to keep a raw egg from breaking after being dropped from a maximum
height of 55 feet! Awesome Job, almost all of the students passed the
challenge. Students also explored the world of Graphic Design. They
learned some of the hidden messages behind Logos and Logo marketing
for their favorite brands.
6th Grade students designed and built a game board which tests your
IQ. They designed a theme that continued throughout the project.
Tech/Leadership Club has been busy building the Free Outdoor Library
for the Back Playground here at School#81.
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Home and Careers
.

We are excited to be beginning a new
semester in Home and Career Skills.
Grade 6 students will be designing and
sewing pillows. The cost for the pillows
is $2 a person. Students will learn to
embroider on our embroidery machine
and also learn to make appliques.
Grade 7 and 8 students will be making Back Sacks. If they choose
novelty fabrics, the cost is $6. If they would like to choose from
fabrics that I have on hand, the cost is $1. In 7th grade we will be
focusing on Management, Decision Making, and Nutrition. In 8th grade
we will be focusing on careers and food service management. 8th grade
will be planning and implementing a staff luncheon as their final project
for the career unit. I can’t wait to see what they choose to make!

Band Department
Mr. Colletti
The band program is beginning its preparation for the spring
concert. The Intermediate and Advanced Bands did a lot of
great work to put on the winter concert and are working on
expanding their repertoire, both in practice habits, and in their
musical knowledge. 4thgrade and Beginning bands are learning about concert
preparation, by refining their skill s to make a smooth and cohesive
performance. All groups are learning the skills of discipline, control, and
consistency through their study of music in band. We are looking forward to
showing you what we have prepared in the spring!
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Music Department
Mrs. Dormer
Thank you, students, parents, teachers and
administrators for making this year’s Holiday
Concert a great success which featured many of our
talented students’.
2nd & 3rd Grade classes are currently being introduced
to Do on music St. They are now able to read Sol, La, Mi and Do and can
identify the primary I chord on the Treble Clef. Also, they are working on
song form, visualization through song (story) and singing together and
individually on correct pitch.
5th Grade classes just completed the Opera Unit Amahl and the Night Visitors
by Gian Menotti. The students are able to recognize and identify vocal ranges
as well as describe differences between Aria and Recitative. They are now
working on improvisation both with instruments and movement
6th Grades classes just completed The Opera Unit Carmen. In which, they
had to compare and contrast Carmen Hip Hopera to the original opera
written by Bizet. They are able to identify specific compositions from this
opera as well as analyze the character’s journey throughout the story.
Students are now working on identifying simple rhythmic patterns and lines
and spaces of treble clef.
7th Grade has been introduced to the descending bassline found in many
compositions from Canon in D - Pachelbel to Black Parade – My Chemical
Romance. They are able to play and sing the descending bassline as well as
analyze the differences and similarities of music that contains descending
bassline. They are currently working on our Musical Unit Phantom of the
Opera, in which they will be able to identify vocal ranges and elements of
Musical Theater.
20

Physical Education
Department

Art
Department
The students have been working
hard in the art room. Using a wide
variety of media and art techniques the
students are creating masterpieces to enhance the
hallways of School #81.
Red, orange and yellow are the warm colors
and blue, green and purple are the cool colors. This
is what the second grade students are currently
learning about. They are applying what they
learned about these color schemes and creating
some “Cool Cats and Hot Dogs”. Third grade
students studied a poem by Shel Silverstein titled
“Sarah Cynthia Sylvia Stout Would Not Take the
Garbage Out.” While reading the poem aloud the
students visualized what it might look like and are
creating a collage to represent it. Fourth grade
students were recently introduced to the works of
Wassily Kandinsky. Kandinsky was an Expressionist,
non-objective painter and known for painting to
music. The fourth graders listened to Vivaldi, held
their paint brushes like conductor batons and
painted beautiful, non-objective paintings to music,
just like Kandinsky. Fifth grade students viewed
the work of Pablo Picasso, focusing on Cubism. The
students discussed his portraits and using the same
vibrant colors, angles and edges, created their own
Picasso-style portraits. The sixth graders based
their most recent project on the works of Jim
Dine. Dine is a Pop artist and created hundreds of
heart paintings. The students studied his style and
created four of their own hearts. The seventh
grade students have begun the semester in art also
looking at Pop Art. Romero Britto created
artworks inspired by Picasso and Matisse. The
students selected an animal to be the subject of
their Britto art work. All of these magnificent
works will be out on display throughout the months
of February and March.
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The Boys' and
Girls' basketball
teams each
enjoyed
successful seasons. The
Girls' team won their final
game of the season in
overtime and the Boys'
team ended their season on
a three game winning
streak.
We are looking forward to
the upcoming track season
this spring for 7th and 8th
graders!!
Hoops for Heart will start
February 26. All donations
will be accepted until
March 23rd. Please visit
the website and see your
PE teachers for more
information!
american.heart.org/jump-hoops/

Reading Department

Math Department

Ms. Blake

Mrs. Orengo

Students across the building are
working hard to learn new
mathematical material. With the
New York State Assessments fast
approaching for grades 3-8, it is
important that your child is
completing all homework and working
hard during class. You can help at
home by encouraging your child to
find math around them in everyday
life and solve real world problems
they encounter. In the younger
grades, you can quiz your child on
their addition, subtraction,
multiplication or division math facts.
If you need any clarification on your
child’s homework to help them, the
Buffalo Schools Mathematics
Department Website has some great
resources. If your child is in grades
K-2, you can find module tip sheets at
https://ny01913551.schoolwires.net/
Page/3226. For grades 3-8, you can
get the tip sheets at
https://ny01913551.schoolwires.net/
Page/3228. I am available if you
need me as well. You can contact me
at jaorengo@buffaloschools.org.
Let’s work together to help your child
achieve greatness.

Hello Parents
and Guardians,

Time flies and
before you know
it April will be here and along with
that comes the New York State
ELA Test and soon after the New
York State Math Test. It is so
important for your child to be in
school every day so they can
reinforce their reading and math
skills. The tests are challenging
and we want your son(s) and/or
daughter(s) to be ready for them.
It is of great help to make sure
your child completes their
homework assignments and to do
some pleasure reading every night.
Take advantage of MyOn. This
computer program has thousands
of enhanced digital books with
optional reading support to help
increase reading achievement.
Happy Reading,
Ms. Blake, Title 1 Reading

Mrs. Orengo
Support Math Teacher
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Speech Department
Our Students have been working hard in
speech therapy! As the year progresses,
kindergarten through second grade students
are continuing to work on correct speech
sound production, expanding our
understanding and use of vocabulary, using correct grammar, following directions,
strengthening our phonological awareness skills, asking and answering questions, making
appropriate eye contact, maintaining topic of conversation, and producing functional
communication. Improving upon these skills will maximize your student’s performance
within the classroom by strengthening their ability to read, write, spell and interact
academically and socially with adults and peers.
And as the New York State Assessments approaches, third through eighth grade
students are also working on skills that help to support their performance on the
assessments. For instance, students have been practicing forming grammatically correct
sentences using vocabulary words from their curriculum, such as, “circumference”,
“adversary”, “perimeter”, and “passage”, just to name a few. They are also listening to a
paragraph/story/article and answering comprehension questions about: main idea/gist;
central theme/message; sequencing of events; comparing/contrasting
characters/events/stories; making inferences; and expanding their logical
thinking/reasoning skills. Some students have been working on manipulating sounds in
words by isolating, blending and segmenting 3-5 phoneme words, while others have been
working on producing their sounds /er, s, th, r/ correctly at the sentence and
conversational levels. These skills are particularly important in facilitating decoding and
spelling skills which directly supports reading and writing on the NYS Assessments.
Finally, students have been practicing the skill of listening and executing verbal/written
directions and discussing words and phrases such as “explain”, “describe”, “most
important”, “contribute” and “identify”, just to name a few.
Parents, continue to reinforce skills at home and encourage your child to practice
every day. Please reference your child’s most recent progress report for current data
and recommendations and make note of information regarding upcoming CSE meetings.
Thank you for your continued support and please feel free to contact us with any
questions or concerns.
Ms. Sanita and Mrs. Campbell-Cook
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Grade 7 Writing Initiative
Excerpts from students: “My Favorite sport is…”

Room 303 & 311
My favorite sport is basketball, because of how great it is. For
example, every time you make a shot, it feels great that you are
good at it! This shows one of the reasons why I like basketball.
Additionally, it’s so much fun playing it outside with your friends.
This also shows why I like basketball. Furthermore, you get really fit and if you
are good enough, you can join a team. These are the 3 reasons why I like
basketball. In conclusion, the above evidence clearly shows why I like
basketball.
Dynnell Hurst
7/303
My favorite sport is bad mitten. This is my favorite sport because
the game has all different types of games that you can play. With
the normal game, you try to score on the enemy team by hitting the
birdy (which is the name of the item you hit) on the other side to
the floor and when it hits the ground, the team gets the point. You have to
“keep it up” – that’s the way you play the game, by keeping the birdy from
hitting the floor. Each hit adds one to the score. That is why I love to play this
game every year.
William Heath
7/311
My favorite sport(s) are football, basketball, baseball and soccer.
My favorite sports player is Tom Brady. I like football because it’s
fun and entertaining. My favorite player is Tom Brady because he’s
the best, and makes football look fun. Basketball is fun because of
the cross moves. It’s a good sport and it’s nice to see the players dribble and
shoot. Baseball has the bat swinging and hitting the ball real far. Soccer is all
about tackling the ball with the foot. It’s fun to watch sports, because you get
to see the best of the best!
Antonio Broadus
7/311
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Grade 7 & Grade 8 Writing Initiative
Excerpts from students: “I’m So Thankful for …”

Room 301 & 302

To live in the United States. Previously, I’ve been learning in Social Studies and English the
tragic experiences people faced just trying to leave their homeland to come here. In Social
Studies, I was learning how many hardships immigrants faced. For example, immigrants coming
into America to Ellis Island had to go through long and unreasonable examinations that weren't
even accurate. I’m very thankful to live in the United States because I get to have chances,
freedom and independence my whole life. I also thank my family and school environment for
encouraging me to take advantage of these privileges that most girls my age can’t - or have to
suffer through to get.
Briana Hornsby
8/301

Everything. A lot of things that I have, some people are not fortunate to have. Such as - food,
water, clothes, shoes, electronics and other things. I’m also thankful for being alive, waking up
every day—because tomorrow is not promised to anyone. So, I live my life as much as I can
without ruining my life.
Brooklyn Hunley 7/302

My teachers, principals and school because my teachers are good and teach me ELA, Science,
Social Studies, Math, etc. I’m thankful for my school, because it is a good school and some
people don't have a good school or no school to go to.
Fahmida Ibrahim 7/302

Life, because I have a family, a house and I go to school. My family is always there for me when
times are tough and they always encourage me in school.
Grace Iheke
7/302

My ability to go to school. I am thankful for my life, family and friends. On how perfect this
world is and most of all, for having a chance to live in this world.
Giovanni Rivera
7/302
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For my school, the food I eat and the things I have. I’m really happy with the food that I
eat every day. Many kids all over the world die from not having enough food. I’m thankful for
school, because lots of people don't get an education because they can’t or they don't have a
school near them. I’m also thankful for a house to live in and my own room.
Mahir Rahman
7/302

Everything I have. Some people are homeless and don't have anywhere to live. I have a nice,
warm house to live in. I am also thankful for my family. Some people are alone and don't have
anyone. I have a nice, loving, funny family that cares about me. I am also thankful for my health
and well-being; some people are sick.
Aiden Smith
7/302

The right to go to school, because in some countries girls can’t go to school. The reason why
they can’t go is simple - because they are girls! I am thankful for being able to have different
opportunities in life.
Kiara Smith
7/302

Being alive, and being able to enjoy this earth and I’m happy that my parents brought me into
this world. And, the extra stuff is my pet miniature schnauzer “Mr. Biscuit Wright” or call him
Biscuit for short; I consider him a brother—that’s how much I love him. That’s what I’m
thankful for.
Brian Wright
7/302

The world God has put me in. I’m thankful for the opportunity to go to school and get an
education. I’m thankful for my parents, who go through thick and thin to do anything for me. I’m
also grateful for the clothes I have; they may not be the best or the newest - but I’m still
grateful. For the house that I live in, and the bed that I sleep in every night. I’m thankful for
the life that I live and the people in my life. This is what I’m thankful for.
Jada Workman
7/302

My health. One example is waking up every morning and I can get out of my bed because I’m
not paralyzed. I am thankful every day because some people aren't as lucky as me and can’t do
what I love - like running. I’m so thankful.
Blaine Ababiya
7/302

Everything good that I have in my life. For my cousin that is serving in the military right now.
I’m thankful for having hard-working parents. They take care of me every day - all day. I’m also
thankful for my teachers and everyone who is helping me go through life.
Mekhi Chavis
7/302
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Grade 7 & Grade 8 Writing Initiative
Excerpts from students: “I’m So Thankful for …”

Room 303

I’m so thankful for many things in my life that makes living easier. For example, I’m
thankful for my health and how I don't have to be in a hospital every 10 minutes. I’m thankful
for this because some kids around the world are stuck in a hospital and all they want is to be
out of there and they haven’t had a chance to see the world, so I’m really thankful for that!
Bionca Bennett
7/303

I’m so thankful for many things. For example, I am thankful for my family and friends. I am
thankful for them because they help me with anything that they can. Additionally, I am thankful
for the food that I am able to eat, because without it I wouldn’t be a healthy kid.
Jeremy Boyce
7/303

I am so thankful for my family, friends and football coaches. For example, my mom,
brothers, dad, and I went to dinner last weekend. This shows that we have some family time
during weekends. Additionally, my friends, Dwhanee and Jamir are always there for me when I
need them. This shows that I have friends I can trust. Furthermore, my football coaches
taught me many skills that I did not know. This shows that my football coaches were trying to
help me get better at football. In conclusion, the above evidence clearly shows that I am so
thankful for my family, friends and football coaches.
Matteo Chimera 7/303

I’m so thankful for my mom, because she is always understanding and is always there for me
when I need her.
Giuliana Cornman 7/303

I’m so thankful for school, food, and my family. For example, if I didn’t go to school, I
wouldn’t be as smart as I am today. I want to learn to reach my goals and dreams. Moreover,
food is important because it can feed your organs and other parts. I’m so thankful for food
because food is the greatest thing I have had in my whole life!
Kevin Crymes
7/303
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I’m so thankful to have friends that accept me for who I am. That I have such a creative
mind, and that I have a mom that loves me. For example, my friends - Mack, Lashay, Bionca,
Rosemary and Christian even accepts me for my interests and a variety of aspects of my
personality. This shows that I have good friends who are accepting and not judgmental.
Ciara Dickson
7/303

I’m so thankful for my health, because a lot of people suffer from diseases and illnesses and
I wish all of their time spent was for them to get better and not to have to suffer.
Jayla Harris
7/303

I’m so thankful for my family, friends and my life because they put food on table, clothes on
my back, and a roof over my head.
Jahlil Hunter
7/303

I’m so thankful for many things like my family, my school, and the army. Without the army,
I wouldn't be here. They went very far to protect the country and make sure that we’re kept
safe.
Dynell Hurst
7/303

I’m so thankful for my Grandma, because she buys me clothes, shoes, and a place where I can
eat and a place to wash up and a place where I can lay my head.
Imani Jackson
7/303

I am so thankful for my family, the environment I live in, and my teachers. My teachers
are always helping me when needed. They treat me fairly and give me their full attention.
Ra’Shyah Lloyd
7/303

I’m so thankful for many things. For example—my family. They make me happy and helps me
learn how to become a responsible adult. I love when we go out to eat or go on vacation.
Jaiden Mallory
7/303

I’m so thankful for many things in my life, like being born here on Earth and having to live 13
years.
Vyanka Melendez 7/303

I’m so thankful for myself. For example, I cause myself to be my own person and being proud
of myself because I am the only that can help myself get good grades.
Ahmire Morgan 7/303
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I’m so thankful for many things in my life. For example, I am thankful for my family because
they are always there for me when I need them and when I am sad they are there to make me
happy.
Allannha Morris 7/303

I’m so thankful for many things in my life. For example, I have a nice house to live in; it
provides me with warmth and shelter—also a place to go after a long day at school.
Jannatul Puspita 7/303

I’m so thankful for my education. I can go to school and learn, but not a lot of kids have the
opportunities to get an education.
Raniya Reid
7/303

I’m so thankful for my family and everything they do for me. They support me through good
and bad times; especially my mom and my dad. They put food on the table - and some kids don't
even get to eat every day like I do.
Jadon Sanders
7/303

I’m so thankful for many things in different ways. My friends are always there to help me
with homework and they also help me with situations when I don't understand some subjects. –
Madeleine Sousis 7/303

I’m so thankful for my friends, because without them I wouldn't have many.
Anthony Taylor

7/303

I am so thankful for many things in life. For example, I came to the United States of
America because where I used to live was great, but my father got the opportunity to come
here and maybe find a better job.
Tadiwanashe Tigere
7/303

I’m so thankful for my family, friends, and health. For example, my family comforts me when I
am upset. My favorite moments are when the Bills play because everyone is excited for the
game.
Dwhanee Tucker 7/303

I’m so thankful for my family, friends and my education. For example, my family will always be
there for me, no matter what. I know when there’s no one else to go to - I’ll always have my
family. I’m also thankful for my friends. I know they’ll be there when I need them the most. We
can have fun together and make a lot of memories together.
Za’mia Whigham 7/303
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Grade 7 & Grade 8 Writing Initiative
Excerpts from students: “I’m So Thankful for …”

Room 305
Amalia Bainkis

Everything that I have in my life.

Makenzi Bearss

My mom and my freedom.

Mukut Bhuia

The big and small things in life.

Jessica Bonafede

The roof over my head and the clothes on my back.

Braylen Boyd

My family.

Javon Briggs

My mom and my dad.

De’ Jour Campbell

The food you can get on Thanksgiving.

Anisa Elias

The staff members at School 81.

Steven Finney Jr.

Being on this earth.

Tatiana Hall

School - to get my education.

Lucas Helpern

My mother.

Keymora Key

Many things … from home to school.

Trey Korkos

My parents, who want me to succeed.

Michael Leahy

My family, because they are supportive.

Alexander Phillips

My family and friends.

Sanju Raziv

Everything!

Zaray Rucker

My family and how much they care about me.

Ryan Scott

Everything that the school has done for me.

Ishtikhar Shafi

#81, having a home, older siblings and mom and dad.

Trenton Smith

Being born in America.

Da’Mar Taylor

Having an education and going to a good school.

Zachary Taylor

My family and the people that love me.

Tirhas Teweldemedhin

My parents, who take care of me every day!

Derell Tucker

My life; the good put in me.

Changa West

Living in a country where people can do what they
want.

Brittany White

My family.

Janya Wysinger

My supportive family.
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Photos around school 81
Happy
Thanksgiving
to All!
Grade 2
Room 200

Finnegan Halloran
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