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BUFFALO PUBLIC SCHOOLS
School #81
Nicholas Klaich, Principal
Denise Cobbs, Assistant Principal

Dr. Kriner Cash
Superintendent

Ryan Shepherd, Assistant Principal
140 Tacoma Avenue

May 11th, 2018

Buffalo, New York 14216
(716) 816-4060

Dear Parents/ Guardians,
fax (716) 871-6041
As NYS ELA and Math testing has come to a close, you should be very proud of your son/daughter for the effort they
have put in this school year; preparing for very challenging NYS standards. Please continue to emphasize with your
son/ daughter the importance of completing all class assignments, doing their best work and reaching their full potential
at School 81.
In this month of May, we are emphasizing Safety with all of our students. We want our students to be safe in school, on
the bus and in their community. Please reinforce proper bus behavior with your son/ daughter, staying in their seat,
wearing a seat belt and waiting until the bus stops to get out of their seat.

A reminder for students that are picked up. Please pick up your son/ daughter between the times of 3:35 - 3:55. Our
after school program comes to an end May 23rd and at that time there is no after school supervision available for
students beyond our dismissal time.

Important School 81 Dates
Wednesday, May 23rd – The last day for our after school program.
May 24th- Family Game Night – (4:30PM to 6:30PM) return invite form to Ms. Cobbs.
May 28th – School is Closed – Memorial Day
May 30th- Honor/ Merit Roll Assembly Grades- 3 to 5 @ 10:15AM Grades 6 to 8 @ 11AM
June 6th – Global Scholars Program at Discovery School #67 – 5PM to 7PM for select 6th grade students.
Sincerely,
Nicholas Klaich
Principal

Denise Cobbs
Assistant Principal

Ryan Shepherd
Assistant Principal
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World Wildlife Adoption
of the Month Club
Ms. Blake

Pre-K
We are finishing the school year
with the Theme, Moving On.
During this time we are reviewing
what we have learned in Pre-K and
we’re getting ready for
Kindergarten. We’re reviewing the
alphabet, numbers, counting,
rhyming, beginning sounds and
many other skills learned this
year. We are focusing on letters
Xx, Yy and Zz. We have grown so
much this year! We’ve learned
cooperation, responsibility and
how to follow school and classroom
rules.
We have a lot of fun and exciting
things planned for the month of
June. We will be going to see Glen
Colton on June 7th, participating in
Field Day on June 12th and going
to the zoo on June 13TH. The
following week will be our End-ofthe-Year Celebration. It’s been a
great year!
Enjoy your
summer!

Hello Nature Lovers!
THANK YOU SO
MUCH for
supporting the
World Wildlife
Fund. We are a few dollars
over our goal of $550! All
extra money will be carried
over into next year’s raffle.
The following stuffed animals
still need to be raffled off:
May – (2) Sea Turtles and June
– (3) Clown Fish. You can still
buy tickets for 50¢. It is
more important than ever to
help support organizations that
help the environment. Please
be kind to the earth and
Mother Nature.
Thank you,
Ms. Blake &
all the Endangered Animal
Species around the world
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First Grade

Second Grade
Hopefully spring weather
is around the corner! The
children are anxious to
head out to the
playground soon. Please
make sure your child has
a sweatshirt and a jacket
since the days will
continue to vary. Sneakers are also needed
for the playground due to safety reasons.

1st Grade Parents & Guardians:
The year has been flying by! We
cannot believe we are already in the 4th
quarter of school. We have seen our
students grow so much this year, and
want to thank you for your ongoing
support. With the school year
dwindling down, we ask that you make
sure your child has the necessary
supplies still. Any pencils, glue sticks,
and crayons are greatly appreciated.
We still have a lot of work to do!!
With the nicer weather
expected, we want to make sure
students are dressed properly if we
decide to go outside. If it is a chilly
spring day please make sure your child
brings a sweatshirt or jacket to wear
when going outside. For safety reasons,
sneakers are mandatory to play on the
playground. We will be going outside
every opportunity we get!
As always continue to read with
your child daily, and practice those
addition and subtraction facts!

In Math Mod 5 the students used place value
strategies, manipulatives, and math drawings
to extend their understanding of the addition
and subtraction algorithms to numbers within
1000. They maintained addition and
subtraction fluency within 100 through daily
application work to solve one- and two-step
word problems of all types. In Mod 6, your
child extended their understanding of a unit
to build the foundation for multiplication and
division. They have been working very hard!
In ELA, we have been continuing to read our
weekly stories and answering questions,
working on vocabulary, phonics, and grammar
skills. The children enjoy working on MYON
on the computer or their classroom IPAD’s.
Your child will be tested on DIBELS for a
final reading level in May/June. You can
prepare them for this by having them read to
you daily and ask them questions about what
they read or ask them to retell what they
read.

As Always,
The 1 Grade Teachers
Mrs. Comerford, Mrs. Mendola,
Ms. Hand, & Mrs. McCabe
st

We have a spring concert coming up next
month. More information will be coming about
that soon. We hope to see you there!
-The Second Grade Team
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Third Grade

Fourth Grade

Dear Parents and Guardians,

We are very proud of the hard work
the 4 graders put in preparing for the ELA
and the Math New York State
assessments. The 4th graders will also be
taking a science performance assessment the
week of May 23rd which we have started
preparing for. They will be taking the written
portion of the science test on Monday, June
4th. Please make every effort possible to
ensure your child is in school and on time
those days.
th

We would like to start out by
thanking all of the parents for
their support this school year! 3rd
grade is a big jump from 2nd and
we have seen a lot of progression
from our students throughout the
year. Summer is quickly
approaching, but students are
expected to complete all
assignments and uphold School
81’s behavior expectations. The
third grade classes will visit Tift
Nature Preserve on June 15th.
Our annual Field Day is June 13th.

On Tuesday, May 15th we will be taking
our annual field trip to the SPCA! This is
something we look forward
to as it is the perfect
culminating experience to
our time learning all about
animals and the great work
done by our local SPCA
throughout the year.

Students are encouraged to read,
write, and practice math facts
over the summer. Fourth grade is
quite demanding and students are
expected to be fluent in reading,
writing and math. All students
have passwords to Myon, Zearn,
Moby Max and Reflex Math.

June 8th, we are taking a field trip to
canalside. Our fieldtrip is through Explore
Buffalo and we will embark on a tour called
“Waterfront Renaissance”. It is the perfect
way for our students to realize how Buffalo’s
waterfront led to its rise as a great American
city in the 19th century – and is the focal
point of its renaissance in the 21st. We are
hoping for good behavior and completed
homework, so that all 4th graders can attend
the field trip.

Have a great and
safe summer!
Sincerely,
Ms. McAuley, Ms. White, Mrs.
Amato and Mrs. Joseph

Thank you for all of your continued
support throughout this school year. We are
looking forward to a successful end to the
school year!
Sincerely,
The 4th Grade Team
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Fifth Grade

Upcoming Events





Our Learning

Memorial Day No School: May 28th
Spring Concert: Math 17th
Field Trip: June 15th
Last Day of School: June 22nd

Module 5
Addition and
Multiplication with Volume
and Area
Topic A: Concepts of Volume
Topic B: Volume and the Operations of
Multiplication and Addition
Topic C: Area of Rectangular Figures
with Fractional Side Lengths
Topic D: Drawing, Analysis, and
Classification of Two-Dimensional
Shapes

Field Trip
On Friday, June 15th
the 5th grade students will
be traveling to Canalside
in downtown Buffalo.

Module 6
Problem Solving with the
Coordinate Plane

At-Home Practice

Topic A: Coordinate Systems
Topic B: Patterns in the Coordinate
Plane and Graphing Number Patterns
from Rules
Topic C: Drawing Figures in the
Coordinate Plane
Topic D: Problem Solving in the
Coordinate Plane
Topic E: Multi-Step Word Problems
Topic F: The Years In Review: A
Reflection on A Story of Units

Continue to read
every night!
Continue to practice
multiplication facts (0-10)
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Sixth Grade
Hello to all of our 6th grade parents and guardians!
Spring has finally arrived along with warmer
weather. Please remind your children to adhere to
the School 81 dress code policy.
Despite the warm weather and 6 week count down
until the end of the school year, we still have a lot
of material to cover in each class. It is crucial that
all students come prepared to class each and every
day. Failure to bring materials and work will result in
zero for participation. We are starting a new novel
in ELA and a new module in math. In science we
finished Chapter 10 and have started unit 7 in social
studies. Please remind your child to bring all of
their materials to school
each day and complete all
homework assignments each
night.
Mrs. Golding, Mrs. Williams,
Mrs. K. Mrs. Dmoch
8

Junior High ELA
7th & 8th Grade

Seventh grade students finished Katherine Patterson’s novel, Lyddie, and they
have learned how an author can use symbolism to create contrasting moods. With
the text, they’ve analyzed how the author’s use of light versus dark and night
versus day have had impact on the characters’ conflicts throughout the story.
Students have also practiced their three-read strategies with speeches by
Eleanor Roosevelt and Cesar Chavez, where they connected their knowledge of
civil rights and the labor movement. Next they read excerpts from Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass and connected it to Lyddie’s encounter with
Ezekial in their previous text.
Eighth grade students have finished Harper Lee’s To Kill A Mockingbird and
explored her themes of social injustice, prejudice, and judgment. They analyzed
Lee’s use of symbols in the mockingbird, the courthouse, and Boo Radley’s house.
Students have perfected their essay format with high school level transition
words and five paragraphs so that they’re ready for ninth grade English. They
have started A Mighty Long Way, a memoir by Carlotta Walls Lanier, a Little Rock
Nine member and will connect her journey to the historical context of To Kill A
Mockingbird.
Both seventh and eighth grade students will finish the year with a poetry unit and
research project.
Please email me if you are interested in joining our Remind program for free text
message reminders about homework and school information.
Elizabeth Ward-Pitman
7th and 8th Grade ELA
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Junior High Social Studies
7th & 8th Grade
Dear Parent/Guardian,
As we near the end of the school year I want to
thank those parents I've worked with for their
support and efforts with their children. Also to
wish all a safe and restful summer.
While the school year at times seemed long, in the end it flew by,
as they usually do. I was happy with the efforts of many of the
seventh graders and continue to be, as we finish our studies for the
year. I look forward to working with them next year as eighth
graders and the preparation for high school.
Congratulations to those eighth graders who will be moving on. Many
of the graduates worked very hard in their studies to prepare for
next year. It will be a big change. Good luck to all moving on.
Eighth grade parents, you should be very proud. I believe we at
School 81 have done well for our students to prepare them for
ninth grade, but a lot of that effort has come from them. I have
noticed many have matured greatly throughout the year. So again I
say, good luck, study hard, and enjoy a summer of rest.
Mr. McKenzie
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Music Department
Mrs. Dormer
2nd & 3rd Grade classes have completed the
pentatonic scale, a collection of notes –Do, Re, Mi,
Sol and La. They are able to sight sing/read these
on the treble clef and will transfer this knowledge
to simple rhythmic patterns. They are singing
together Willy Wonka’s Welcome Song and Where is Love.
5th Grade students has just completed our musical unit Oliver by Lionel
Bart. They are able to identify song elements in a musical, define
overture and Charles Dickens literature themes. They are currently
working on barred instrument technique, sixteenth notes (tiritiri) and
canon style. They are also singing a musical montage of Beatles Songs.
6th Grade students are working on syncopated rhythm through the use
of ostinati patterns. They will play these patterns on mallet
instruments. They are also singing a musical montage of Beatles Songs.
8th Grade students are currently studying the Classical Period and the
era’s contributions to today’s music; analyzing and identifying music
from Mozart, Beethoven and Haydn. Moving forward, they will be
analyzing spirituals and their purpose. They will be able to decode these
songs as well as perform using ostinati patterns and singing with
instrument playing. Students are also working on their graduation song.
5/6 – 7/8 Chorus is working on a Broadway Musical Selections from
Phantom of the Opera, Annie, Hamilton, Rent, Into the Woods and
Alexander’s Ragtime Band.
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Physical Education
Department

Art
Department
Spring has sprung in the art
room here at #81.
Second grade students are studying
Surrealism. This art movement focused
on dreams and fantasy and often did not
make sense. The students drew and
painted some very silly looking birds. The
third grade students used positive and
negative space to create the most
personal vase of flowers they could just in
time for Mother’s Day. The fourth grade
looked at eyes, human eyes and animal
eyes. They looked at how important they
are in portraiture and how different they
can look. The students then drew eyes
and created incredible ostriches. Like
the third grade, the fifth graders have
just begun discussing positive and
negative space. However, the fifth grade
students are using bugs, bugs everywhere,
to create an interesting composition
depicting their knowledge of positive and
negative space. The sixth grade students
are discussing and drawing different
types of Op Art. Their precise designs
will turn into a 3-dimensional object upon
completion. The seventh grade students
are discussing onomatopoeia and how it
relates to Super Heros and comics. They
each choose a word and must define it
visually. These will be very interesting.
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Spring is here! That means
it's time for our spring
fitness testing. Good luck
and try your best! We
encourage you to practice
the components of fitness
outside of school.
The girls and boys track
practices have started for
our 7th and 8th grade
students. We invite you to
attend the first meet on
May 24th at
All High
Stadium!

Reading Department

Math Department

Ms. Blake

Mrs. Orengo

Hello Parents and Guardians,
We are in the
last quarter of
the school year
and the end of
the year is
right around the corner. It is so
important to keep your children
reading during the summer. The
vacation is too long of a stretch
for your child not to read. Please
put aside a period of time every
day for reading, starting the first
week of vacation. Try going to the
library on a regular basis to keep
new books available. Keeping
reading skills and strategies sharp
help your child transition more
easily into the next school year.
Don’t forget your daughter or son
also has access to myON, a
wonderful online librar y catalog of
books that they have been using in
the classroom all year. Here’s
hoping that everyone has a safe,
book-filled summer!
Happy Reading,
Ms. Blake, Title 1 Reading

We have completed another
successful New York State Math
Assessment. Our students have
worked very hard so far this
year and we are so proud of
them. The remainder of Math
classes this school year will be
focused on preparing for the
next school year. Even though
the weather is getting better
and the school year is quickly
ending, it is very important that
students come to school every
day ready to learn.
Over the summer it is
crucial to keep your brain sharp.
Find ways to use math in your
everyday life and read lots of
enjoyable books. If you are
bored on a rainy day, there are
tons of math games online that
you can use to practice. Have a
memorable
summer and
we’ll see you
in September!
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Speech Department

Our speech-language students have done a great job working towards improving
their articulation, expressive language, receptive language, fluency, and social
skills this school year! Summer time is a great opportunity for reinforcement of
the skills your students have worked so hard in acquiring. Below, please find
suggestions on how to implement speech and language rich activities during the
summer months to prepare your student for the upcoming school year.
- Catch your student using their good speech sounds and reward them with
praise!
- READ!!! Encourage your student to read independently each day or read with
your student and have fun listening to them make predictions and re-tell
their favorite parts of the story! Picture books are a great way to elicit
early language skills.
- Introduce your students to new words and their meanings while traveling or
enjoying seasonal based activities.
- Encourage social interactions and play time with peers!

We hope that everyone has a great summer!
-Miss. Sanita & Mrs. Campbell-Cook
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