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Principal
Dear Parents/ Guardians,
As our 2nd quarter has ended, we want to thank you for choosing School 81 and your ongoing support. Report cards will
be sent home on Monday, February 6th. Please sign and have your child return the report card to their homeroom
teacher. Please discuss with your son/ daughter the importance of completing all assignments, doing their best work
and reaching their full potential at School 81.

With our 3rd quarter underway, School 81 continues to emphasize reading, writing, math and increased technology use.





Our 2nd to 4th grade students have answered over 600,000 math facts though our Reflex Math program.
Several of our Pre- K, 3rd and 4th grade classrooms have continued their work on Ipads.
Our 7/8 grade students participated in our writing initiative in recognition of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day. All
of our junior high students were encouraged to watch President Obama’s Farewell Address.
Pre-K and Kindergarten students received a gift from the Pre-K department before February break. Each student
received an Olaf stuffed animal and a book from Disney’s Frozen.

Finally, continue to look to the School 81 website for our newsletters, upcoming dates and parent resources.

Sincerely,
Nicholas Klaich
Principal

Assistant principal
FROM THE DESK OF:

DENISE V. COBBS

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
Greetings, Parents and Guardians!
“We are – School 81!”
What a productive year this has been! We’ve had many new students arrive at our school this year.
We do hope that every student knows and understands that we are the school that continues to place
teaching and learning at the forefront of our academic success.
“In their own Words”
Don’t forget to take a look at all of the writing initiatives that have been submitted to this newsletter
– highlighting the thoughts and opinions of our students in Grades 3-6 … and a big “shout – out” to
our JH students, who also took the time out of their very busy academic schedule to share in the
writing assignments as well.
“Many Thanks”
We’d like to thank The Buffalo Rocket sharing with the community, the outstanding things that we do
here at School 81! … To all of our “Pennies for Patients” contributors – we did it again! …To our
parents and their children for attending our ELA/MATH Night – your participation was appreciated!
Well, it won’t be long, before we say good-bye to another school year, and as always – to our parents
and guardians, we say “thank you” for sending us your child!

SAVE THE DATE:
THURSDAY, MAY 18TH (4:30PM – 6:30PM)
GRADES 3 – 8 … TITLE 1 FAMILY GAME NIGHT

Assistant principal
From the desk of Mr. Shepherd –December 2016
Assistant Principal School #81

Parental Academic Involvement
We know students achieve best when there is a partnership with both school and home.
Below are some electronic tools that are being used here at School 81 to improve
communication.
 Gradebook, is an electronic grading system that you as the parent/ guardian can access
through the Parent Portal via your phone or computer. This offers parents the
opportunity to progress monitor their child(s) ongoing academic performance.
 Remind, is a communication tool that helps teachers connect instantly with students
and parents. Send quick, simple messages to any device.
 Class dojo, is a behavior management tool for the classroom. Each student has a
profile – complete with their own avatar – to which teachers can assign positive and
negative points (or 'dojos') throughout the lesson.
Please contact me if you are interested in finding out more about these tools and what may
be available from your child’s classroom.
Thank You!!!
Please know I can be reached at 816-4060 X1310 during the day or anytime by email @
rshepherd@buffaloschools.org.
Mr. Shepherd

Pre-k
Our Pre K students have been busy using their imaginations as part of our Reading Theme this month.
We have been busy counting, learning shapes and making patterns.
The Pre K teachers would like to request that you check to see that your child has extra clothing for emergencies.
Due to illness and emergencies some children no longer have clothing to change into when needed. The children have
been growing quickly. They may not fit into clothing from the beginning of the school year. Thank you for your
cooperation and support.

Kindergarten
Kindergarten
Mr. DeSantis, Mrs. Burke, Ms. Certo and Mrs. Badach
We are off to a strong start in the New Year. We have all seen a great deal of growth in every
student and are very pleased with the progress of everyone. Thank you for you continued support as
homework and reading logs are turned in regularly. We had a wonderful day celebrating the 100th
day of school on February 8th. Students participated in centers where they counted various items,
painted, made necklaces and much more. Thank you to all of you who donated to Pennies for
Patients.
The following is what we will be focused on in each subject:
Reading/ELA -Earth Science in Books -Beginning, Middle and Ending Sounds -Reviewing Sight Words Classifying and Organizing
Math -Number Bonds
Social Studies -Maps and Geography
Science -Caring for the Earth
Upcoming Dates:
2/20-2/24 President’s Day /Winter Break
3/3 Read Across America Day

First grade

1st Grade Parents/Guardians:
The first couple months of school flew by! Our first graders are
working hard! We had a wonderful field trip to the BPO! The first grade
teachers were so proud of how well behaved our students were during the
concert.
Students should be reading on a daily basis. As a part of our
Principal’s Reading Challenge, students should be reading books and
filling out a reading log. Every 5 books read the class receives an ice
cream scoop for their classroom’s cone. Students should also be practicing
their addition and subtraction math facts, especially adding to 10.
Please remember to keep replenishing supplies: crayons, glue sticks,
crayons, pencils, crayons and some more crayons! 1st graders go through a
lot of crayons!
Thank you for the ongoing support,
Mrs. Comerford, Mrs. Mendola,
Ms. VanVolkenburg, and Ms. Hand

Second grade
Dear Parents/Guardians:
We just finished up Module 3 on Place Value. We are now starting Module 4 on adding and
subtracting within 100 with word problems. We will be learning about and using a variety of
strategies such as the arrow way, tape diagrams, and number bonds. Please use the class
problem set to assist with homework as it directly relates to the homework.
In reading, we are getting reading to finish up Unit 2. We learned about several skills such as
main idea & details and fact versus opinion, etc. Please have your child read at home daily.
Reading to your child is also beneficial. Ask questions about the story and continue to send in
the IVF (Identify, Verb, and finish your thought).
Please talk to your child about trying their best so that they can continue to improve and
succeed.
Sincerely,
School 81’s Second Grade Team

Third grade
Dear Parents,
It’s hard to believe that we are half way through third grade! We would like to thank all of the parents and
guardians for their continued support and cooperation. In addition to our regular third grade curriculum, it is time to
begin preparing for the New York State Assessments in ELA and Math. The NYS ELA Assessment takes place from March
27-31st. Students will complete 3 booklets, where they will read fiction and non-fiction passages and answer multiple
choice, short response and extended response questions. In preparation, we will be practicing how to read the
questions, choosing the best answers, and writing paragraphs that respond to a given prompt. The NYS Math
Assessment takes place from May 1-5th. Again, there are 3 booklets to complete where students will answer multiple
choice and open-ended responses. It is important for students to show all of their work. Please check your child’s
homework folder for test preparation materials. In addition, students should continue to practice reading and math
skills.
Some other news:
The Ipads are in full force! Our partnership with The Digital Classroom continues. Students are enjoying this tool
to enhance their learning and engagement. PLEASE send in ear buds if your child needs them.
Please continue to ensure that your child has all of their supplies, completes homework and reads on a daily
basis. Thank you again for helping your child succeed in school. We know that working together will ensure a successful
rest of the year.
Mrs. Amato, Mrs. Joseph, Ms. McAuley, and Ms. Reedy

Fourth grade
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Thank you for all of your help and cooperation for the Months of December thru March. Congratulations to all for
achieving 100% attendance, Student of the Month, and Honor and Merit Roll. Congratulations to all and keep up the
good work. Thank you for making us all proud!
Our Farm to Table field trip at the Erie County Fair Grounds was a great success. Students were well behaved and
followed all School 81 expectations.
Sincerely,
School 81’s Fourth Grade Team

Fifth grade
Grade 5
Room 316
Room 317
Room 318
Hello Grade 5 Families!
Here is a bit of what we are working on in our Grade 5 Classrooms. ELA: We have been
working diligently through our Journeys's stories that are all Common Core based. The
Journeys program has Grammar and Spelling embedded in each lesson as well as
targeted Reading skills. Your child's report card grade reflects all 3 components as
ELA/English.
We are finishing up Module 2 from the website EngageNY in Math. The Module 2 test will
be given around December 2nd. Any time that you want to check out what we are
learning, and to see the lessons that we are teaching from, just go to that website (Grade
5 Math - Engage NY). We are also giving extra drill lessons so that students' basic math
skills are strengthened. Please review Multiplication Tables and Facts with your child
whenever you can.
All 3 Grade 5 Classrooms have Behavioral Goals and Expectations that we instill in our
students daily. We are able to teach our students ONLY when each child is focused,
attentive, and is able to follow teacher directions, so our behavioral expectations and
standards are quite high. This is how we are able to remain in high academic standings
within the Buffalo School District, and is why we remain a desirable school where parents
want their children to attend. PLEASE help us to instill a desire to learn in your
child. Remind him or her daily, to do his or her very best and to listen and follow ALL

given directions by ALL adults in our building. Together we can help your child succeed in
school and also, later in life.
Homework is given daily. Please ask your child to SEE his or her work often. Don't take
your child's word when he/she says all his/her work is completed: ask to SEE it.
Field Trips are also embedded into our school year. ONLY students who have
demonstrated appropriate and safe behaviors within the school building, and who have
done most all assignments given, will be allowed to attend these out of building field
trips. Forthcoming information will be sent home with your child as each field trip
approaches.
We are able to be reached either by sending a note with your child to us, or you can call
the school and we will get back to you ASAP.
Thanks for all you do :)

Sixth grade
Math
First quarter was an extremely busy quarter for the 6th grade mathematicians. Throughout the first ten weeks
and into the first week of the 2nd quarter, 6th grade students worked in Module 1 and covered the content contained in
the Ratios and Proportional Reasoning domain. In the second week of the 2nd quarter, we bag Module 2 which begins
covering the first set of standards in The Number Sense domain. We are currently working on dividing fractions using
models and the procedural method called KCF!
Many 6th graders found an immense amount of success for the first marking quarter. Please work with your
student every night to ensure that they can continue or achieve the same success for 2 nd quarter. Students have math
homework each night unless specifically designated in their planners. In case you are finding that completing the
homework is challenging, you can use your student’s guided notes in their math binder to assist you. Math binders
should be brought home every night!
Also, please be aware that as we are approaching winter recess students will be working on test prep
assignments. The purple Finish Line workbooks will be coming home, as well as separate test prep assignments in
conjunction with the normal math homework.
Thank you for your continued support and cooperation!
ELA
In 6th grade ELA, we just finished up an argument writing piece where the students researched the Electoral College and made an
argument to keep or change the Electoral College based on the information in the articles they read. This past week, we read a picture
book, “Empty Pot,” and discussed the theme of the story. In the upcoming weeks, we will be working on a poetry unit and focusing on
writing.
6th graders should continue writing their ELA homework in their planners, studying their vocabulary words and rereading their
stories. Students can also use Think Central to access their text book online. To login to Think Central, visit Buffaloschools.org, click
on staff resources on the left hand side and then click on Think Central. Students’ login is their 900 number and their password.

Social Studies/Science
We are in full swing at this point in Social Studies and Science. Some positive we have seen so far:
1.) Interactive Notebooks are being used as a tool in Social Studies and Science to aid in Review for Assignments,
Projects, and Tests. Please make sure that your child is keeping up to date on these. They are taken for a grade!

2.) Ancient Egypt Project: WOW!! These projects were AMAZING!! Students really enjoyed doing this project and it
showed!! Keep up the good work!
Reminders to ALL parent:
- check planners daily
- use planners for communication between home and school
- expect homework daily
- Students should be reading daily for 20 minutes.
- complete the Reading Challenge Calendar nightly.

Jh math
This is the beginning weeks of the third quarter and the 7th and 8th grade math classes have been working hard to learn
the new material taught on a daily basis in class. In order to be successful, each student needs to come prepared to class
everyday with their three ring notebook, paper, pencil, calculator, ruler, protractor and a positive attitude. Students need
to work hard to make sure that homework and class work is completed to the best of their ability. Students need to work
hard during class and stay focused on the lesson being taught, so that they can be successful on their test. Each student
needs to go home every night and review the notes taught that day in order to increase their understanding of the
material. This will help them with their homework every night and to review the information taught that is vital to know
for their tests. If students are having any difficulty with the material after they tried the steps above they may make an
appointment to spend time with me during lunch for extra help. You can follow the progress of your child in my class by
looking at parent portal weekly for the grades they earned in my class. Also continue to look for my weekly texts, if you
have signed up for them, for assignments and updates in my classroom. There are also review practice exams on my
website for school #81. Your child can print them off, complete and get extra credit in my class when they hand them in
for a grade. We will be spending the next few months practicing on and off for the NYS Math Test that will given in the
beginning of May. Please practice and study the material given with your child, so that they can achieve a passing grade
of a 3 or a 4 on the NYS Math Test.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jh English language arts
Seventh and Eighth Grade ELA
All students are preparing to pass the new demands of the Common Core test. It is absolutely essential that
students stay organized. Each student should keep all ELA notes and worksheets in his or her ELA folder and
notebook. Students must complete all homework assignments completely and turn them in on the day they are
due.
Seventh grade students have learned the proper symbols to edit a sentence for grammar and punctuation. They
have been working on how to properly write an eight sentence short response paragraph by including text
evidence and citations. In this unit, students will make inferences from textual evidence about the differences in
perspectives from informational text. They are finishing Linda Sue Park’s A Long Walk to Water, and they have
studied the history of the Sudan Civil War and the Lost Boys refugees.

Eighth grade students have continued practicing their eight sentence paragraph format with proper text citations.
In this unit, they will explore the struggles of being a Saigon refugee in Thanhha Lai’s Inside Out and Back
Again. They will examine how word choice, or diction, contributes to meaning and tone in literary and
informational texts.
Eighth grade ELA Honors students have been working rigorously to complete the eighth grade curriculum and
additional texts and ninth grade skills. They have introduced high level transition words into their writing. In
this unit, they will write a critical analysis essay comparing and contrasting the elements of the text with the
outside perspective of the reader and audience. They have also explored the life of Edgar Allan Poe and
determined how his life affected his diction, which, in turn, affected the mood and tone of his stories and
poems. Next, students will examine articles on how Buffalo’s refugees have learned to adjust to a new life and
culture in America.
Parents, please feel free to contact me at the email below with any questions or concerns that you may have. If
you would like to receive free homework text messages, please subscribe to the Remind program. A letter went
home with each student in September.
Mrs. Ward-Pitman
eaward@buffaloschools.org

Jh science
Grade 8 science students are learning about living organisms (unicellular and multicellular), and the cells that they are
made up of. We are also learning about how living things are classified. Grade7 science students are discovering about
Newton’s 3 laws of motion and how they apply to our daily lives. We are also studying forms of energy, forces, work,
power, machines and simple machines. All students are reading independently from Science World magazine, which
reinforces science concepts that we are discussing in the classroom. They are also summarizing these articles in their
journal. Please ask your child what they are reading and writing about. Also, please encourage your child to complete all
assignments and have strong attendance.

Jh social studies
Dear Parents/Guardians,
The year is moving along swiftly. Eighth grade students are studying World war II presently and seventh graders are
working on American westward expansion. I would like to report that most students are doing well - but unfortunately I
cannot do this. Many are not turning in work and are doing poorly on tests because of lack of study.
Please check your son/daughter's Lesson Plan Outlines frequently and make sure you sign them. This will give you an
idea of their responsibilities and what they are to be doing for HW (study nightly).
If you have any questions or concerns - please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,
Mr. Mckenzie

Art
School #81 students have been very busy in the art room these past few months. Seventh
grade students began art looking at the Neo-Pop art of Romero Britto. They are currently
painting abstract animals in Britto’s unique style. The sixth grade students were introduced to
the works of Clarence H. Carter. Carter is a Neo-Realist and the youngest artist to have a piece
purchased by the Metropolitan Museum of Art. The students are creating a self-portrait with
a friendly message. The fifth grade students just completed two artworks that focused on
Henri Matisse and the Fauve painters. They first created a cut paper collage and then a Fauvelike portrait. The fourth grade students have become architects, designing extreme close-ups
of cities. The third graders just completed a collage based on the Shel Silverstein poem “Sarah
Cynthia Sylvia Stout Would Not Take the Garbage Out.” The students searched for imagery to
pile up a large paper just like the girl in the poem. The student’s masterpieces can be viewed
throughout the school hallways.

Physical education
The Physical Education staff would like to thank all students who worked hard during the fitness testing in January. Many
students beat their scores from the fall! The next testing will be in May!
We look forward to students participating in the Hoops for Heart/Jump Rope for Heart fundraiser for the American Heart
Association in March. More information will be sent home soon.
Congratulations to girls' and boys' basketball teams for great seasons. Please keep your ears open for track signups in
March for 7th and 8th grade.

Home and careers
The sixth grade home skills classes are finishing their pillows. They are looking forward to beginning their foods unit.
They will be learning the basic skills when working in kitchens. The seventh graders are just about to complete their
hand sewn projects. They were able to choose a stuffed animal of their choice to make and bring home. Once we get
back from break, we will begin the foods unit. The eighth graders have also been working hard sewing their duffel bags.
They also hosted a fantastic March Madness Luncheon where they cooked and delivered pizza, wings, chili and salads for
the staff. The chicken wing pizza was amazing!!!
I still have some students who have no yet paid for their projects. Please send in the money at your earliest
convenience.

Reading department
Hello Parents and Guardians,
Grades K through 6th just finished their mid-year “Dibeling”. This “test” provides an overall estimate of each student’s
reading proficiency and helps teachers track their student’s reading progress. This is just one of many tools used to
identify the needs of our students. To help your child succeed at reading it is important to incorporate reading into their
schedule. To help you with this, the district is implementing an online library catalog of books called “myON”. This is a
fantastic online collection of thousands of digital books that can be assessed by you and your child. Please take
advantage of this wonderful opportunity. Please read the flyer that was sent home with your child regarding this
program.
Happy Reading,
Ms. Blake, Title 1 Reading

Guidance
Eighth grade students are patiently waiting to hear from the high schools they listed on their
applications in November. We should hear something soon.
I am continuing to meet with individual students and small groups to work on conflict resolution and
problem solving when needed.
Parents are welcome to call me at (716) 816-4064 with any questions or concerns.
Elaine Pond, School Counselor

Speech
SPEECH
Literacy is essential for promoting social well-being, academic achievement, and lifetime opportunities.
Children who experience difficulty with spoken language usually have trouble learning to read and write and
vice versa. You can support our efforts for the remainder of the school year by including activities at home that
will increase and strengthen your child’s language literacy skills. Here are some suggestions:


Point out print in the child's environment: on cereal boxes, food labels, toys, restaurants, and traffic
signs.



Sing songs, say short poems or nursery rhymes, and play rhyming word games with your child.



Read aloud to your child. Point to the words on the page as you read.



Encourage older children to read with younger children.



Go to the library together.



Have books, magazines, and newspapers around the house. Let your child see you reading.



Talk to your child about what he or she is reading. Ask open-ended questions such as "What do you
think about that story?" "What would you have done if you were that character?"



Play word games such as thinking of different words to describe the same things.



Support your child's writing. Have writing materials such as paper, markers, and pencils available.
Read what your child writes.

We are looking forward to a great rest of the school year!

Miss. Sanita & Mrs. Campbell-Cook

World wildlife
World Wildlife Adoption of the Month Club
Hello Nature Lovers!
February’s stuffed animal will be the dolphin. Dolphins are very social and intelligent animals. They live in large pods
sometimes numbering 100 individuals or more. Please help protect this beautiful creature by purchasing a 50 cent raffle
ticket. For tickets, please see your child’s homeroom teacher or me in room 120. Tickets will be available all year long.
We are approximately $100 from reaching our $550.00 goal (as of 1/26/17). You have to be in it to win it so if you
haven’t bought a ticket yet please consider doing so. And of course you can always buy more than one to increase your
chances of winning!
Thank you,
Ms. Blake & all the Endangered Animal Species

Student support
The Student Support Team (SST) at School #81 continues to work with students who are having
academic, social/emotional, or behavioral difficulties.
For more information or to discuss concerns, please contact 816-4067
Anne Maurer, Chairperson
Ena Johnson, Social Worker
Sarah Rowland, Psychologist

Updates from Say Yes Buffalo:




The Food Bank BackPack Program is up and running again. Unfortunately, due to space
constraints in the building, we are only able to send home 50 bags of food per week and those
were filled by students in PK-2nd grade.
Gateway-Longview has partnered with School 81 to open a behavioral health clinic in the
school from 9-5 on Tuesdays.

If you need help getting food for your family, if you are interested in enrolling your child in counseling,
or if you or your child are in need of any other support outside of school, please contact Mr.
Modlmayer at 816-4067.
Kevin Modlmayer
Say Yes Family Support Specialist

njhs
Congratulations to all of our new members who were inducted into NJHS on February 3 rd. The members conducted
a traditional candlelight ceremony that was attended by their parents and families and our 6th graders.
Thank you to everyone who donated cakes to our cake raffle. Mother Nature threw us a loop by delivering a snow
day, but everyone stepped up to help make it successful again this year.It was a huge success again this year. I
hope that you won one of our delicious cakes! We had donations from Tops Markets, Wegman’s, Romanos Bakery,
Fairy Tale Cupcakes, Blackbird Sweets, Rich Products, and Caramini’s Bakery. We also had donations from NJHS
students, School 81 Families, and School 81 Staff members. Thank you!!
We are beginning to look towards next year’s membership. Your child is eligible if they can maintain honor or
merit role and they demonstrate leadership and good citizenship at School 81. Information will go home to 7th and
8th graders in the Fall.
Mrs. Linda Zakrzewski

By: Selah Dixon
Can you imagine a world where people were accepted for who they are
and not what they look like, or where they come from?
My dream is for everyone to have equal rights, for violence to be cut down,
for peace to be spread around the world, so people can feel accepted and
safe in their own mind and skin. I want world hunger to finally end, so kids
and adults wont have to desperately search or beg for food. Also, transitional
homes for the homeless rather than temporary shelters.
I want more people to recycle so there’s a decrease in pollution, and cleaner
water supply. I want everyone to come together as a community, help each
other when in need, to stick together and to stop killing one another like
we’re enemies, and instead love and care for each other like family.
Lastly, I hope in the future animal abuse will end for good and that all stray
animals find a good, loving and caring owner.
This is my dream for the future, what’s yours?

My dream

by: Juliana Rios

My dream for the future is for people to stop cutting down destroying
and getting rid of rainforests around the world.
Getting rid of rainforests can be getting rid of homes for all the animals
and plants that live there. Most have adapted to their habitats and can’t
live anywhere else. Also cutting down rainforests can lead to extinction of
animals that haven’t even been discovered yet! When people cut down

tees the animals that live in them won’t have anywhere else to go, all
because we are cutting down their homes.
Some plants have medicines that contain two-thirds of cancer-fighting
properties that come from the rainforests! We can save so many more
lives of humans, animals, and plants can be saved if we just stop the
harm to the rainforests around the world. That’s my dream for the
future.

For our Writing Initiative, students shared what they are
thankful for. Here are a few excerpts.

I am thankful for …
My family, because my family supports me all the time. – Emma Vargas
Being on this earth. – Jason Sattelberg
Being in this school. – Jada Workman
Being able to wake up in a wonderful home. – Quincey S.
Having the best teachers in the world! – Mekhi Chavis
Waking up every morning, and seeing the sunlight. – J’harri Frank
My cousins; they are all awesome! – Carlos C.
My wonderful friends. – Fahmida Ibrahim
For my friends and my school. – Anthony Taylor
My family, because they support me in everything I do. – Daisha Gray

My friends. I love all of my friends at school and my teachers. – Isabella Lamberty
My education; I can’t get anywhere in life without one. – Taniya Webster

